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ABSTfiAGT 

The purpoi^e of this guide is to provide a general 
source of infornaticD cn ^reas of the Pacific coast that are more 
frequently fished and the species o^ fish.. "£hat are'ccincnly taken. 
The guide covers the aarine and estuarine iiaters along th€\^a&ts of 
California, Oregon, Washington, Alaska, Havaii, Aaerican Sanoa, and. 
Guaa.'It i9 arranged in five sections accor*ding to siKilaxities in 
their fisheries. Each section contains a series of coastline fishing 
charts that outline offshore, bay, and shoreline ^fishing grounds and 
give locatioixs of oariHe sport fishing facilities such as sport 
fishing boats, boat launching sites, ' fishdng piers, skiff rentals, 
and jetty fishing sites. Included in the guinde' are forty charts of 
Ifishing areas and glossary of 237 of the icst ccnBon aarine ^ane . 
fishes. (Author/BB) 



* ' fieproductions supplied by EDBS are the best that can be nade * 

* froa the original dccuaeiA. - ** 
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Introduction 



While there' are millions of individual fish in the ocean and bays, the ob- 
vious problem facing the marine sport angler is how and where and vvhen 
to c atch them. Anglers who hav.e a ''local knowledge" of- the seasons and 
locations of good fishing areas usually are the more successful ones, but 
most realize that pinpoijiting the. exact location, season, and time for 
fatf hing a certain species of fish is impossible. This'js dae to seasonal 
variation in* the geographical distributio/h and quantity of stocks of fish 
available, which, *m turn, is a result (A changes in the total marmcf en- 
vironment (temperature, salinity, food, etc.).* and the biological success of 
eac h specie^ in the competition for survival. Even so. certain species 
usually are taken in generally well defined fishing areas: /some may be 
taken only during a certain seasonal period while others may be present 
throughout the year. 

The purpose of this Guide is to provide a general source of information 
on thosii areas that are more frequently fished and the species of fish that 
are commonly taken. 

The geographical scope of this Guide covers the fnarine and estuarine 
wfijers along the roasts of California. Oregon. Washington. Alaska. Hawaii. 
An\erican Samoa, and Guam. These have been arranged in five sections 
according to similarities in their fisheries (Figure 1): 

Section I — Southern California 

Section II— Northern California 

Section -III — Oregon and Washington * ^ 

Segtion IV— Alaska * ^ 

Section V— Pacific Islands 
f;a( h oof the fiv() sec*t*ions contaiiu^ a series of c oastlme fishing charts 
that outline offshore, bay. and shpreline fishing grounds and give locations 
of marine sport fishing facilities (all are subject to change from year to 
year) sucii as sport fishing boats (party. or charter), boat launching sites, 
fishing piers, skiff rentals, and jetty fishing sites. These facHitjes are 
designated by numbers on thc^chart which correspond to a table on tha 
oppo?>trrg— f^Rge Also ac^.companying ,eac:h chart is a general description of 
the chart area, and notes thatSsupplement the chart information concerning 
s6me of the* common game fishe^nd ►their availability t^ the angler, 

LI is important to realize thai marine game fishing is the only segment 
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of the U.S. fisheries that has grown rapidly during the past 15 years. In 
I960 the first national marine angling survey was made. It reported an 
estimated 1.4 million marine anglers along the west coast from the Mexican 
border to Alaska catching over 79 million fish. By 1965 the number of 
marine anglers had grown to almost 2 million (1.977.100) and the catch to 
over 87 million fish. The 1970 survey showed over 2 million (2.205.000) west 
coast marine anglers who caught over 61 million fish. Thus, during the past 
decade, the number of west coast anglers has increased 64^/o; howevfer. the 
'number of fish caught, as reflected in the 1970 survey has not kept pace 
with the increased angling pressure. This increase in angling pressure is to 
be found throughout the central and eastern Pacific, with a 34<*/o increase 
in southern Cahfornia. which has 40"/o of all marine angling along the west 
coast. A 47^/o increase was found from central California northward into 
Alaska, an area which accounts for 60"/o of all west coast fishdng. 

Effective long-range planning for marine game fish conservatian 
programs and associated research activities must be based on a thorough 
knowledge of the scope and magnitude of the recreatipnal • fishery 
resources: seasonal distribution of fish; the operating sptirt fishery and its 
fishing locations; the location, type, and number 'of fishing facilities 
available; and inforrtiati^n on the values that anglers attach to the various 
facets of the sport. The task' of obtaining such kno.wledge is a formidable 
one. We hope that this Guide, in bringing together many fragments o 
information into a single source book, will prove useful to agencies involved 
in this task, and at the same time provide the public with a convenient 
means of utilizing the existing recreational fishing facilities and learning 
more about the available opportunities for marine game fishing. 



TiPKS OF FiSHINC \ 

Pacific marine game fishing is centered near* the coastal population 
centers. An abundance of desirable game fish is usually available alojig'all 
coasts in the oceail. bays, and brackish-water areas, depending on the 
place and season of the year. Over 300 species are commonly taken by 
marine anglers who fish the west coast and Pacific Islands; in addition, 
they incidentally catch many other species. 

The sport angler has five types of "fishing's—pier fishing, rock or jetty 
fishing.-surf or-bank fishing, private boat fishing, and sport boat (party or 
charter boat) fishing. The type oi marine environment fished usually dic- 
tates what species -are most likely to be caught. T^e marine angler must 
take this into consideration by use of suitable equipment and careful 
selection of bait or lure to achieve the greatest chance for success. 

" A diversity of fishing gear is used by the Pacific angler, with con- 
ventional hook and lihe being the most* common method of fishing in all 
areas. In addition. "A**-frame beach seines are used for smelt; poke-poles 
for fishing blenny eels, cabezon. and octopus in rOcky areas; and traps for 
fish, crab, and shrimp. Nets for sandy-shore and reef species are commonly 
used in the tropical Pacific. Bare hands are used for gninion in southern 
California.' 

Other catching methods for marine life are hunting and spearing of 
O by divers, **picking** abalones along the shore at low tide, and 
ering of rock scallops, abalones. lobsters, crabs, and sea urchins by 
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divers. There is also fishing for rock and Dungeness crabs with hoop nets, 
and digging clams along the shore and' in bays-^ Fishing for shellfish and 
other invertebrates, however, is not considered in any detail in this 
Anglers' Guide, whfch focuses mainly on true fishes. . ^ 

Ch()()sin(; a Fishing Akka 

If you are unfamiliar with an area, there are a few basic criteria that 
should be used in selectii\g a place to try your luck. Knowledge of 
Hydrographic conditions (tidal flow, bottom types, and depths) is most 
important whether you are fishing in the open ocean, ne^rshofe. surf zone, 
.tidal inlets, bays, or in the intertidal portion of a river. On the open ocean, 
sea state. is another import^aiJt factor in fishing. Many pelagic species that 
frequent the surface are usually found at greater depths when the surface 
is rough. Weather- is a particularly important factor, especially in the^ 
ocean. Wh^re weather i& more favorable for offshore fishing, we usually 
find a greater number of offshore anglers. 

In fishing offshore for salmon, albacore, yellowfin ?nTffXI\^fin tunas, 
dolphinfish, swordfish, and marlin,, water color and temperature are im- 
portant factors. Changes in these factors are good indicators of changes in 
water mass, and it is in the vicinity of these changes that concentrations of 
the larger predators are often found. Along e'dges of changes in water 
temperature and color sometiiries can be found higher concentrations of 
forage animals— plankton and small* fish. These^smaller animals attract the 
larger predator fish, making an area with -a . temperature or color 
discontinuity a favorable place to explore. Location^ near schools of forage 
fish often have good fishing potential. These frequently are foun^ by ob- 
serving seabirds swooping down on forage fish driven to the surface by 
larger predator fish. Sometimes yellowfin tuna and marlin are foipd 
around schools of porpoise, and trolling nearby may be prpductive. Tidal 
rips in bays and estuaries are other likely spots for fish. Movement of the 
different water masses is evidenced usually by surface rips and many times, 
by color changes. 

Along shorev water depth frequently can be determined by color, the 
darker blue color indicating a deeper area. These (ieep anots or holes, drop 
coffs, and open Channels are all good spots for surf or shore anglers to 
investigate. In fishing the surf, wave action is most important In evaluating 
a good fishing spot; as a wave proceeds toward the shore, it will usually 
crest and break over a shallow spot, either the sand beach itsglf or an 
offshore bar. If the wave breaks some distance from shore over a sub- 
merged sandbar and thcr water becomes smooth again before sligHtly 
breaking on the beach, this indicates a depression or hole on the inside of 
the bar— a likely spot for surf fishes. If rocky outcroppings are observed 
immediately offshore along a sandy beach, casting to a point close to the 
rock can be productive since .larger fish tend to congregate around such 
locations. The same is true for offshore reefs, kelp' beds, or wrecks^ These 
habitaVs provide shelter or protection as well as a ready food supply for 
game fishes, which eat the abundant small organisms attached to the solid 
substrate and the baitfish frequently found nearby. 
^ °ocky shores^ usually -are productive fishing areas: however, many 

'S are reluctant to fish these places because of the possibility of losing 

< 
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their terminal gear of sinkers and hooks. Careful selection of a fishing epot 
• off a rocky point or over sharp drop offs to deep water which may have a 
smooth bottom could produce results. Although a cautious approach should 
be taken in testing such an area, afte^ discovering good fishing in a rocky j 
location you may have found your own exclusive fishing spot. 

Fishing results in bays are highly variable. Usually *the best spots are 
near the entrances, in or adjatent to the main tidal channels. Fishing in the 
entrance from a boat can be productive either by trolling (usually against 
the tide), casting' with the tide, or drift fishing with the tide. Tidal fluc- 
tuations in bays markedly affect fishing in the nearshore area or over the 
tidal flats. Water current velocities and patterns created by tidal , flow in 
turn affect the movement and availability of food material for all bay 
fishes. Many fallow areas are evident, and some are exposed at extreme 
minij^ tides. When the tide is high these areas are covered, and predator 
fish can move over the tidal flats to feed on small invertebrates that live on 
the bottom. On an ebbing* or outgoing tide, good places for, fishing are 
usually found in channels or abdut the mouths of tidal sloughs that dram 
the tide Qats. or at any narrow channel or creek mouth at the point it 
, empfies into a bay, 

In bays as well as in the ocean, logical spots for fishing in yqur area 
may be found on the marine nautical charts issued by the National Ocean 
Survey, These navigational charts show channels and depressions and 
^ometjmes show rough or rocky-reef areas, A good^ marine angJer can 
determine areas, that may have good 'fishing potential by consulting these 
charts, and if you plan to fish from your own boat, kfiowledge Of the^ bottom 
topography is essfential for normal navigation, 

Another easy method of gaining knowledge of^the. better fishing sites is 
to follow those i?port anglers who know where to fish. Gpod fishing apeas 
attract fishing boats and concentrations of anglers. The activities 'of 
commercial sport fishing boats are ambng the most reliable indicators of , 
' good fishing spots. Professional sport fishing boat skippers keep in constant 
contact by radio with other boats concerning fishing conditions, and they 
are the experts in the offshore fishing business. For this reason a great ' 
deal of knowledge about fishing- techniques for different species and fishing 
locations can be obtained by fishing frpm a commercial sport fishing boat 
Records indicate that in most cases catches are above average ^r thes^ 
' boats. aiVd their equipment will get you to the fishing grounds and back 
^ with speed and safety, OnCe the fishing grounds are reached, all necessary 
^\bait (live b^it in many cases), tackle, and instruction on equipment and' 
techniques are available to you, - 

Finally, for more specific knowledge about fishing in a particular area, 
one of the most logical places is the«local bait and tackle store or sporting 
goods suppher. Local fish and game warcj^ns^sually are'hKtSt helpful, arid 
of any g^oup of individuals, they are pr.obably most aware of seasonal 
fishing opportunities. Above a41. before fishing any^rea always be sure to 
consult your State fish and "game department for local regulations con- 
cerning current lav^s on type of fishing gear allowed, seasons, and size and 
bag limits, * ' ' - - ' 

♦ * 
. ^ . , ' ^ JAMES L, SQUIRE. [FfS 

NMKS, Southwest Fisheries Cdntor. La jolla Laboratory. La jolla. C^hT 

^ . ^ SUSAN E, SMITH 

NMFS. Southwest f isheries*Center, Tiburon Laboratory, T^ilwfoh, Calif, 
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SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA* 



r 

The southern California coast from Point Conception south- • 
west to Mexit^o has ^ distinct geographic and oceanographic 

' character compared to cpastal areas to the north and south^ 
It i^ sometimes called the southern CaHfornia **Bight,** 
referring to the inward curve of the coastline ^in aineareast- 
w6st^ direction for oVer 100 'miles south of Point Conception. 
Within this "Bight" is a generally counterclpcldtise* curi^ent 
flow or gyre centered in the.Qulf of Catalina. an ocean area^ 
southwest of Catalina Island. About the center-of the currant 
gyl'e. "sea^ surface temperatures . tend to be higher' than 
temperatures foundQ&tllbl north or south of the ^ Gulf ^of 
Catalina. ^During midsilmmer. surface temperatures may 
reach 70®F oii^more near the center of the g^re and high 
surface temperatures" are then common from southern 

^Californfa south A off the coast of Baja California, Mexico. 
DiAring this warming period, subtropical species such al 
striped marlin. swordfish. Pacific . bonito. and yelfowtail 

* [Seriolo dorsaJis] migrate into the Gulf of Catalina. On rare 
occasions, during abnormally warm years, iropical species 
such as yellow^ tuna. dolphinHsh. and sailfish also are 

\known to migrate north into southern California waters. 
>y Weather o^f southern California is generally mQd and 
thu^ nonducive to marine sport fidhing. Sw^U heights ar^.low - 

^^^^nds are generally light and from the west. However, 

ERJC. . * 



outside the offshore islands frOBi^an Ctefiiento to San 
Miguel during th,e summer one IsncouMafs large ^ells and 
high sea^s * cat^sed by prevailing strdhg northwesterly, winds. 
During winter and early spring the south^rn^ extensions of 
'storm fronfs, .having their centers farther north, sometimes 
enter the area bringing raih^^nd wind." Rainfall is low along 
. the coast, averaging but W) to 15^ inches p^r year, and*wind * 
, speeds during winter and spring storms rarely exceed. 30 
. knl)ts i^ the fiearshpre ate^s. (i^ summer a persistent low^ 
stratus cloud layer exists offshore, resulti^ from warmer 
moist air^' flowing from the - south and southeast. In late 
&mmer^he Remains oF tropical «torms ^sometimei r^ach the 
southern CaliforniAlaiitudes, though \hl^e arb' rare. One of 
the more jpleasant seasona for fishing }a ^ from late fall 
throu^^^ly winfer, when the aiip> i^ clear, seas c&lm. and 
the pCT^B^it 'summer stratus raro^y present. 

Catch »recopds'* indicate that sputhef^n Califouia is {he 
center of mairine game fishfng in the eastern PacHic Ocean, 
^sp'eqially when one considers its geographical size and the 
number of marine ^^nglers in the area. Ex'cellent facilities 
ere*' available for fishing jn bays, along shdte. frpm piers, 
and o\^r the offshore gi^nds ?rpm modem ^sport fishing 
boats. Year-round fishing* pM^ible for mail^. southerji 
CaHfornia species lifted, in this* ^ide. ( . 




v\ San DuHJO Area 



Offshore Fishin(; 



Within the San Diego ■ region 
(Chart 1) the major offshore sport 
i;^hing grounds are about Mexico's 
u^onado Islands and near the Point 
Loma/rfnd La lolla kelp beds. Some of 
the Finest marine an^ipg facilities for 
fishing in local and distant waters are 
to be* found ^n San Diego Harbor and 
Mission Bay.^ San Diega is the prin- 
cipal port for long-range fishing trips 
to off the coast of Baja California. It is 
a'lsg^jDne of the' major ports for 
albacore^^port fishing from July 
, through October, with most fishing 
within 40 to 100 nryjes west and south- ^ 
•west of San Diego, Sometimes in early 
^mmer, albacore also will appear 
. near the Coronado Islands. Occasion- 
ally, trips by modern well-eqliipped 
spoH fishing .boats are made to San 
Clejnente Island (see Chart 8) for 
yellowtail and kelp bass and to off- 

• t shore banks for*rockfishes. 

Variations in the offshore bottom 
topography have » pronounced in- 
fluence on where ditfefent species ate 
caught.. The coastal shelf off San 
Diego IS widest from Point Loma sout^i 
^to the Coronado Islands, averaging 

* ^bout 20 fathoms in depth. Here the , 
bottom IS san^, sand shell, and mud 
and sand, over which sand bass, white 
seabass, California halibut, and sizable 
quantities of forage fish such as the 
northern anchovy are frequently Jaken. 

^^Biough the bottom is generally sandy 
I^^Rm the Coronado Islands north, near- 
shore rocky reefs^are to be found off 
Imperial Beach, Point Loma, and La 
JoUa. 

Off POlnt Loma the shelf is about 3 
miles wide and becomes narrower off 
La Jolla and to the north; offshore the 
bottom depth descends to about 600 
fathoms. The edge of the shelf is gen- 

y the inner limit, of late summer 
^[^(^ng for striped marlin. Excellent 



^ fishing are4s for rockfishes also can be 
found along th^ shelf edge. 

Several submarine canyons cut 
Into the nearshore shelf; the two most 
prominent are the Coronado Ca;iyon 

• and the La Jolla Canyon. Thes« can- 

. yons provide good habitats along their 
upper edgQs fqr rockfishes, sheephead, 
kelp bass, and broomtail grouper. 

The Coronado Islands are the 
property 'of Mexico, and:a Mexican 
fishing license must be obtained before f\ 
fishing about any oE'the three islands. 
When fishing from a commercial sport 
fishing boat, the foreign fishing license 
fee is usually included in the cost, of 
the trip. These/islands constitute the' 
most productive area in southern 
California for fishing yellowtail, which . 

. are taken there during late spring 
through summer. The north end of the 
' North Corona^s/tsland is excellent for 
yellowtail fishing, aryi anglers usually, 
experience a good morning ^*bite." 
The "Middle Ground," between North 
Coronado and Middle Coronado, is also 
good for yellowtail. and for white 
seabass in spring: Other game fishfes 
taken by anglers around the Coronado 
Islands are: Pacific barracuda. Pacific 
^nito, rockfishes (olive, kelp,, and 
grass), ling cod, ocean whitefish, 
sdulpins, and kelp bass. pacific 
barracuda are taken April through 
October (summer best), and ^Pacific 
bonito are caught in summer— the 
remaining species are taken year- 
round. Between the Coronado Islands 

. and the mainland .coast, fishing is good 
for white seabass in spring and early 
summer, when squid are spawning in 
this area. This is also a good fishing 
location for Calilornia halibut during 
the spring. North of the Coronado 
Islands along the edge of the Coronado 
Submarine Canyon in deep water, 
bottom anglers catch rockfishes 
(chilipepper. bocaccio, vermilion^, 
yellowtail, gopher,, and canary). 

The P6int Loma kelp beds and 
deep'%vater immediately northwest of 
the Point are good fishing spots for the 
species shown - on the chart. Near- v 
shore, rockfishes (olive, grass, ver- 
milion, and kelp) are commonly taken 
near the kelp beds; offshore in deeper 
water, bocaccio, chilipepper, gopher, 
canary, and greenstriped rockfishes 

. are caught. 

Fishing the La Jolla kelp bed has 
become increasingly popular in recent 
years. Statistics indicate there are 
more anglers,, caching greater 
numbers of fish, from this area than i 
from any other location, along the 
California coast. Off Point La Jolla, in 
addition to the species listed on. the 
chart, California Jiahbut sometimes are 
taken on the flats to the north and 
south of the La Jolla Submarine 
Canyon. 

North of La Jolla begins a near- 
continuous kel]^ bed' that extends 
northward along the coast. There is 
limited amount of fishing off the' kelp 
beds at Del MaV and in adjacent areas 
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to the north and south for kelp bass 
and rockfishes (kelp, olive, grass, and 
ve^'milion), Yellowtail an(} Pacific boni- 
to sometimes are taken in and about 
these kelp- beds. 



■ Bay ano'Shore Fishing 

Several public piers, located in 
bays or along the open co\st, allow the 
marine anglers to catch resident shore 
fishes and sometimes migratory species 
such as Pacific bonito and Pacific 
barracuda. The outer ccpst has two 
public fishing piers. The pcean Beach 
public fishing pier is a^^od place for 
surfperches (barred, pile, walleye, and 
kelp). Pacific bonito. Pacific jnackereL 
white seabass, sharks (sand, brown 
smoothhound, and leopard), queenfish, 
jacksmelt, California ' halibut, and 
sculpin. To the south, the Imperial 
Beach fishing pier just north of the 
Mexican border has, at' times, good / 
fishing for pile and rubberlip surf- 
perches in winter and spring, and 
walleye and shiner Surfperches all 
year. Sharks, rays, white croaker. 
Pacific sanddab. Pacific bonito, 
jacksmelt. Pacific barracuda, white 
seabass (small), cabezon, sculpin, and 
"rock" crabs are also taken from this 
pier, 

San Diego Bay )\a3 some fishing 
about the municipal piers for sculpins, t 
jacksmelt, pile slirfperch, topsmelt, 
sharks, and rays. The major public 
sport fishing pier in San Diego Bay is 
on Shelter Island, nef^r the entrartce to 
the bay. Off the pier and along the 
rocky shore nearby, anglers catch 
surfperches (shiner,^ black, rub.berhp, 
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and pile), j&cksmelt. topsmelt. sand 
bass, sculpin. sharks, rays. Pacific 
bonito. and California halibut. Anglers 
* fish for * the same array of shore 
species from ibe south side of Shelter 
Island an(l 1 mile east off Harbor 
Jsland* 

Mission Bay offers Excellent pier, 
shore, or small-boat fishing* Bary 
fishermen frequently catch yellowfin 
and spotfin croakers, small Pacific 
bonito and Pacific barracuda. 
California halibut, shiner and rub-, 
berKp sur£perches. topsmelt. jacksmelt. 

- spotted sand bass, sharks, and rayi. 

The open coast offers .sW^re 
fishing along both rocky and sandy 
shores: the species of # fish caught 
depends upoi^ \yhich of these two 
shoreline types is being fished. Some 
of (he better shore fishing areas are 
near Del Mar and Torrey Pines, and 
from Corbnado to Imperial Beach. 

The major sandy-shore fishes are 
the surfperches. croakers, corbina. 
and gruriion. The barred surfperch is 
common and comprises about 70^o of 
the shore angler's surfperch catch. It 
Is taken throughout the year. 

^December through March is con- 
sidered best. Others such as shiner. 

^white*. rainbow^ rubberlip. and silver 
surfperches are available all year. 
The walleye surfperch also is taken 
most of the year" over sandy bottom, as 
well as around pier pilings and jetties* 
Catches of California corbina are 
taken off the sandy shore all year^ but 
are greatest during July through 
« September. Spbtfin croaker are taken 
all year, but summer fishing is best., 
especially 'along beaches extending 

'north from Imperial Beach. Yellowfin 
croaker are caught on some sandy 
shores inuring the summer run. but 
these locations will vary according to 
movements of the fish. The white 
croaker or kingfish is taken off most 
sandy beaches. 

Grunion is one of the favorite 
fishes of the open-coast sandy beach. 
This small silvery fish enters the surf 
zone to spawn during periotis of\high 
tides innate spring ana summer trom 
March to September (gruflion njay not 
be taken 31 March through 1 June). 
Tlwsy may be capturted by hand in %\xc^ 
popular fishing areas as La loUa. 
Pacific Beach. Mission Beach. Ocean 
Beach, along the Coronado Strand 
(Silver Strand), and Imperial Beach, 
The 'best time to search for grunion is 

' the second* third, and fourth nights 
. after a full moon and for a 3-hour 
period after a high tide. 

Along, rocky portions of the coast 
at La lolla. Bird Rock, and Sunset 
Cliffs' and about Point Lome, the 
species commonly taken are opaleye 
(best in spring), halfmoon. surfperches 
(black, shiner, walleye, and pile), rock- 
fishes (kelp, grass. *and brown), kelp 
bass. . and occasionally sargo and 
rohpzon, Opaleye. halfmoon. and rock- 
l^pT^s are available to the rocky shore 
Cl\l v> 3r all year. 
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2 Sojana Beach to 
Dafia Point 



This fishing area (Chart 2). 
geographically between the population 
centers of San'^iego and Los Angeles, 
is a growing one for marine sport 
fishing operations. New facilities such 
as the extensive small-boat harbor 
recently developed ,at Dana Point 
(Dana Harbor), and the excellent 
small-boat basin at Oceanside now 
make vmany coastal fishing areas 
accessible to the small-boat angler. 
About 1 5 miles of coastline from 
Oceanside north to near San Mateo 
Point is the property of the U.S. 
Marine Corps and is part of the Camp 
Pendleton complex. Until recently 
access to this a^ea was very limited? 
however, in the north a portion of the 
coast now has been designated a State 
park (San Onofre Bluffs State Beach) 
and greater access to the shore is 
being given the pubHc. 

The coastal shelj^ifc^ery narrow 
off this section of coast, extending only 
2 to 3 miles offshore before reaching a 
depth of 50 fathoms or more. Sand and 
gray sand predominate the bottom 
nearshore, with some rocky areas such 
as those found north of Oceanside and 
along the coast from south of San 
Mateo Point northward. This hard 
bottom stratum allows for development 
of kelp, which in tUrn provides an- 
attractive environment for kelp bass 
and the brown types of rodkftsh^s. 
Offshore in deeper water the bottom 
type is gray and green mud and the 
coastal shelf descends to a depth of 
300' to 400 fathoms within 8 to 10 ipiles 
offshore. Along the edge of the shelf, in 
deep water, are several places where 
rockfishes may be^taken, 

Offsjiohk Fishing 

Sport fishing boats ,are .available 
at the port of Dana Harbo^ and at 



Oceanside, These boats fish the 
coastal kelp beds and offshore in deep 
water, for rockfishe§ aad oth^r*species, 
During albacore season they run off- 
shore to 60 Mije Bank (60 miles south- 
west of Point Lome), to the 43 Fathom 
Bank (35 miles west of Point Loma). 
and sometimes beyond. San Clemente 
leland. The 209 Bank. 4bout 35 miles 
w^est of the mainland, is one of the 
Bjter fishing areas for striped marlin 
and swordfish. and albacore oc- 
casionally^ are taken ^ here during July 
or August. 

Immediately offshore from Solana 
Beach north to off Carlsbad and from 
San Mateo Point to San Clemente are 
substantial k'elp beds. Although ^the 
kelp beds in this area are not as 
extensive as thoSe off Point Loma to 
the south, or off the Santa Barbara 
coast farther north, they do provide a 
suitable habitat for kelp bass, sand 
bass and rockfishes (kelp, grass, olive, 
and vermilion) and also attract coastal 
migrants such as Pacific barracuda 
and Pacific bonito, YelloV^tail and 
white seabass\ are sometimes taken 
near the kelp are jack and Pacific 
cnackerels (Jiily to Sep^tember), opaleye, 
white croaker, and kelp rockfish, 
Nearshore rocky reefs provide a 
habitat suijtable for many species such 
as opaleye, grass, and kelp rockfishes. 
halfmoon, cabezon, and black surf- 
perch, 

Rockfishing is often productive- 
along the 9dge of the narrow coastal 
shelf, in water 30 to 100 ''fathoms deep 
over rocky,, sKarp-sfoping areas. 
Anglers fish off Carlsbad to Oceanside 
and north to Dana Point for bocaccio, 
chilipepper, canary, and yellowtail 
species df rockfishes. 

Bluefin tuna and striped ' marlin 
are taken occasionally off the San 
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C)*^{ite const in late summer, oven 
less fretvuently.'. however, in reieiit 
♦years/ •> , 

■/ ■ 

. -I'iHh'xNI) SnORh FlSHIN(. . 

' ; 

'I wo prublic iishing pi»rs are . 
. available along this stretch of coast, 
Oflo IS at San Glemente whefe ^.surf- 
perches (barred walleye, and* rub- 
berlip). Catiforma halibut. scuLpins. 
and the usual array of sharks and rays 
are cau«hl. -The -secQnd^ is the 
Oceanside fishing pjer. good* at time^S 
for runs of California halibut (sprin/g 
an*d summer best)^ sculpjn, sargo, 
lacksmelt, white» croaker (kingfush).^ 
queenfish, occasionally small white 
^seabass, Pacific bonito.^ and Pacific 
barracuda (in summer), kelp* and sand ' 
bass, and barred and walleye surf- 
perches. In addition, there is shore 
fishing from Ihe jetty systems at Dana 
.Harbor and Oceanside, 

The extensive sandy-shore 
beaches from Solana Beach to San 
Glemente are productive areas for the 
surf angler. Some of the better, or at 
lea,st more popular, surf fishing areas 
are found near San Mateo Point where 
corbina are taken from July through 
September. Farther south, there is 
excdlent spotfin croaker ind barred 
su(Hperch fishing along San Onofre 
Bluffs Sfate Beach near the northern 
boundary of Camp Pendleton (a permit 
IS required for fishing on'U S. Marine 
Corps property). Fishing is good 3 
miles south of Carlsbad, particularly 
about the entrance to the ^ cooling- 
water^ inlet of the steam^electric 
generating plant where, because of 'a 
CQnstant inflow of water from the 
ocean, the small bay has a high 
concentration of California hahbut, 
corbma, and ye^owfin croaker. Other 
good shore' fishin^>cpots are north of 
Leuca^idia and near^^n Elijo Lagoon, 
just north of Solana Beach. Surf- 
perches frequently taken along the 
sandy shores are the barred (winter, 
spring best), walleye, shiner, calico ' 
(December to March best), and silver 
species. Other fishes taken by the surf 
angler *are the white and yellowfin 
croaker, and California halibut. 
Grunion runs are known to occur on 
these beaches in late spring and early 
summer. 

The shore from San Mateo Point to 
San^Clemente has only a few isolated 
areas where rocky-shore species can 
be taken. 
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:\ LcHiuiui Beach to 
Point ViciMile 



A great' div'^si4y of fishiog areas and 
. facilities are available from Laguna^ 
Beach to P^int Vicente (Chsrt 3) to 
accommodate* the large- number of 
marine anglers in the greater Los 
Angeles area. Meny types of anghng* 
opportunities are available along rocky 
^and sari$i^t^^-s4w^s, from 'jetties and 
piers, in bays, and over offshore kelp 
beds and deepwater fishing grounds. 
The coastline is oriented generally in a 
northwest-southeasj direction with 
about on^-half conrlposed of sandy 
beaches; the rest is a rocky shore 
interlaced with small sandy beaches. 

Major sport fishing boat facilities 
are available at three locations'in the 
Los Angeles-Lpng Beach Harbor area: 
one at Long Beach and two at San 
Pedro. Smaller sport boat operations 
are available at the Belmont Shore, 
Huntington Beach, and Seal Beach^ 
piers. Newport Beach and Balboa have ^ 
expensive sport boat and pier facihties. 



OPhSHOHK FlSIJING 

South of Newport Beach to off 
Laguna Beach the coastal shelf is very 
narrow, about 2 miles— sometimes 
less— in width.. The bottom nearshore 
is mostly sand and mud interspersed 
with rocky areas. Because of the 
narrow shelf, pelagjc species such as 
bluefin tuna and striped marlin 
sometimes migrate to^ within a short 
distance of the shore. 

From about Newport Beach west 
toward Long Beach and Point, Fermin, 
the coastal sjielf widens to its greatest 
width in southerri California. The 
nearshore bottom is primarily sand, 
gray s^d, and mud and provides a 
good fiabitat for California halibut. In 



the wider part of the coastai slielf, the 
bottom types ariksand. shells, green 
sand, and green mud. Along the outer 

' edge of the coastal shelf, the bottom 
descends to a 'depth of 250 to 300 
fathpms, provi(4ing good rbckfishing 
Focations, The bottom reaches ^epths 
greater 'than 400 fathoms near the 
middle of the San Pedro Channel, 

South of Newport are scattered 
small kelp beds, where a nupiber of 
coiJstal species such as barracuda, 
kelp bass, sand bass, white croaker, 
bonito, California halibut. shqe^Dhead. 
and rock'fishes (kelp, ^olive. grass, and 
vermilion) are caught. Occasionally, 
yellowtail and, white seabass are 

^landed. Off ' Laguna Beach. ,over^ 
deepwater rocky areasi anglers' fish' 
for bocaccit). chilipepper,, and canary 
rockfishes. Southeast of Newt)Qrt 
Beach, and northwest of Laguna Beach 

-over tjie coastal shelf,, is a kelp area 
where several of the brown species of 
rockfishes are commonly taken, Bluefin 
tuna and striped marlin have been* 
caught just offshore a short distance 

! 
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Aliso Beach Pier ' \ 

• Newport Bay 
Balboa Pier ^ 
Newport Bteach Pier 
Huntington Beach Pier 
Huntington Harbor ^ 
Seal Beach 

• Alamitos Bay_ 
Belmont Pier 
Golden Shores * ' 
l/)nR Beach Spji^ffshing 
San Pedro Sportflshlng 
22nd Street l-andlng 

• CabrlHo B(^ach 

*AWi has fishing; bar^q 
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froni Laguna F)(*a(-)i, altlioii^h not 
ronimonly in rcMcnt ytjars 

Farther offshore to ihe wijst is 
Lasuen Seamount, widely known as 
"14 Mile Banjc" or "58 Fathom Spot/* 
This is an excellent bottomfishm^ area 
for rockfishes (bocacno, vernulion, <iiui 
chilipepper), and in summor, stnpt'd 
marlin and swordfish are taken iu?ar 
the surface about the Seaniount and to 
the southwest Alba core also .are 
caught here during" the summer, but 
hkc bluefin tuna, only occasionally in 
recent years. 

Off Newport, in the Newport 
Submarine Canyon, sablefish (black- 
cod), a species usually associated with 
more northern latitudes, can be -tak6n 
in deep water. On rare occasions 
(luriiigtKe spring, coho (silver) salmon 
have been caught off Newport. Since 
deep^ water is close to shore off 
Newport, striped marlin are taken on 
occasions only a short distance south 
of the Newport Harbor entrance. 

From HuYitington Beach west over 
nearshore sandy bottom, there is good 
fishing for many of the bott9fn species, 
talifornia halibut is one of the more 
important fishes caught in this area 

The "horseshoe kelp" bed. south 
of Los Angeles Hal-tfbr. has bee^ 
reduced in size over the years and the 
kelp growth is now under the .surface. 
HoWever, this spot sometimes is good 
for Pacific barracuda. Pacific bonito. 
kelp bass, yellowtail, jack and Pacific 
mac|cerels. and rockfishes (olive, kelp, 
and vermilion). 
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The greater Los Angeles Harbor- 
San Pedro Bay area, being . readily 
accessible to large numbers of people, 
IS a popular place for fishing from 
shore and small boats. Good locations 
for catching bay fishes can be found 
within the harbor itself, along the 
extensive jetties, or about piers tha* 
are 'on open channels in the outer 
harbor area. Bay filing is also 
popular in Alami'tos and - Seal Beach 
bays where jacksjnelt' surfperches. 
skates, sharks, rays, sargo, and turbot 
are taken by anglers along with an 
occasional small mackerel olr Pacific 
bonito. 

Numerous fishing piers (public 
and commercial)* and open ^bulkhead 
areas provide many thousands of 
recreational fishing hours each month 
for onlv the cost of bait and t<ickle In 
addition, to the many commercial piers 
and marina floats available for fishing 
m Los Angeles Harbor, there are piers 
built specifically for fishing at Cabrillo 
Beach (near Point F^rmin). B6lmont 
Shore, Seal Beach. Huntington Beach, 
Newport Beach (two piers), and south 
of Laguna Beach at Aliso Beach From, 
O Bse piers, anglers catch California 
libut, kingfish Iwhife'* * croaker). 



sharks, ravs, lark^imelt. (juuenfish!; 
surfperriu's (barred, black, walleye,^ 
pile, and slinu^r), and Pacific and )ack 
mackcrtjls. 

Surf fjshing take_s place alonjj 
r()( kv shcrhijs from Point Ferniin to 
Point Vii t'iite Southwest from Newport 
Bay to Dana Point thoru is fisfiing from 
the niiin-made jetties at Los Alamitos 
Bay and Newport Bay for opaleve. 
grass and kelp rockfishes,. halfmoon. 
cabezon, and black perch. The San* 
Pedro breakwater from Cabnllo Beach 
to the San Pedro Channel entrance is 
accessible from shore; rest of the 
breakwater to the east can be reached 
by boat Mere there is good fishing for 
opaleyfe, halfmoon, kelp bass, and 
rockfishes (brown types], 

, Sandy-shore fishing is available 
from Newport Beach to Long Beach. 
One^ of the mordf popular places for 
surf fishing is Bols'a Chica State Beach. 
Species most comnlonly taken off sandy 
. beaches are surfperches (barred, 
walleye, shiner, calico, and silver), 
croakers (spot fin, white and yel- 
low fin). California halibut, and for- 
bina, Grunion are also caught durinj^ 
their periodic spawning runs. 




4 Point Vi(;(Mit(i 
loSolrofliar 



The ^ coast from Pomt Vicente to 
Solromar (Chart 4) bonders one of the 
most populated areas along the west 
ujast and is intensively fished, paif^ 
ticularly from Redondo Beach to Santa 
Monua. Sandy shore, rocky shore, pl^ 
and letty , fishing, and excellent 
facilities for boat fishing are found- 
from Point Vicente to S(ilromar. 

The coastfine is rocky from near 
Point Vi(,ente to Malaga Cove, south of 
Redondo Beach, Northward from 
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1 • • • Rodottda^Bch (Kingmr,) 

2 • vHermdsa Beach Pier ' 

3 ♦ Manhairan l}pach Pier 

4 ^ • • • • Marina del Key 

5 0^ V^ice Pier 

6 • • Santa Monica Pier 

7 • • MalibuPier 

8 • • Paradise Cove Pier 



Malaga Cove to northwest of Santa 
Monica is an extensive stretch of 
' sandy beach. From Santa Monica,, the 
coast swings westward and the coastal 
shore begins to get rocky once again, 
with pccasional offshore reefs. The 
first substantial nearshore con- 
centrations of kelp, which are common 
from here to Point Conception, are 
found just west of Malibu ^oint to near 
Point Dume, and again w6st of Zuma 
Beach, 

The offshore coastal shelf is very 
narrow from Point Fermin to Point 
Vicente, and these walers are 
frequented many times by schools of 
bait fish such as anchovy and jack and 
Pacific mackerels. Depths of 200 
fathomg or-more are found 2 to 3 mil^ 
offshore. The bottom then descends to 
its greatest depth in the San Pedro 
ChaTmel—over 400 fathoms, Bottonf 
^ypes. aside from rocky areas, are 
generally green sand: in deeper water, 
green mud predominates. Along the 
efige of the shelf are rocky afeas that 
attract sizable concentrations of red 
rockfishes, 

Santa Monica Bay is relatively 
shallow (less than 50 fathoms deep) 
and cut by tWo prominent submarine^ 
(anyons. the Redondo and Santa 
Monua canyon^ Rocky areas are 
found near the edges of these canyons 
as well as along the edge ^of the 
coastal shelf, ^nd these places usually 
provide some bf%}ie better rockfishing, 
A aumber of shallow reefs are off- 
shor-e, in lower Santa Monica Bay be- 
tween Point Vicente and Redondo 
Beach, The coastal shelf is about 3 
miles wide from Santa Monica to near 
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Point Dume and is tibou^ 2 nuia^ wide * 
to the we^t beyond Point Dume. Again 
the bottom types are usually sand 
nearshore. grading to tnud and sand 
farther offshore* and green mud at the 
greater depths. 

Ot>,SMl)RK FlSHINC, 

Excellent, facilities for sport *fish- 
^ing are located atahe small-boat har- 
bors of l^edondo Beach. Marina del 
Rey. Santa Moniga» and to the wejt 
at Malibu and P^adise Cove! Sport 
fishmg boats operate locally or travel 
from these ports to distant waters to 
fish around Catalina. Santa Barbara, 
or San Nicolas islands. Special off- 
shore trips for albacore are made ■ 
during the summer. The boats fish • 
southwest of Kedondo Be^ch along the 
edges of the Redondo Canyon {ihe 
south edge in particular) wjifire there 
is ^ood deepwater fishing for rock- 
fishes (vermilion, s canary, bocaccio. 
gopher, and chilipepper). Rockfishing 
is also productive off Point Dume 
whera vermilion, olive, and bocaccio 
species enterMhe catch. Along the kelp 
beds west of Zuma Beach, olive, grass, 
and kelp rockfishes^ are taken 
frequently, along - with occasional 
bonito and yellowtail during summer. 

PiEK AND SnORh FlSHINO 

Rocky-shore fishing is popular 
from Point Vicente to near Malaga 
Cove, just south of Redondo Beach. 
Several species of surfperches «com- 
monly are taken here along with olive, 
grass, and kelp rockfishes. ppaleye 
fishing is excellent along this rocky 
'Stretch of coast. 

Rocky-shore species caught in t^ie 
area west of Santa Monica are the 
opaleye. surfperches (black and 
shiner).^ rockfishes (grass, kelp, and 
olix^e). halfmoon. cabezon. sargo. and 
occasionajly kelp bass. 

From Redondo Beach north to 
Manhattan Beach are several pubkc 
fishing piers. These piers are popular 
for fishing California halibut (spring 
and summer best) and surfperches* 
(barred, black, walleye, pile, and 
shiner). Mackerel sometimes are taken 
from these piers as are the usual 
action-getters— sharks and rays. At the 
Redopdo piers, excellent bonito fishmg 
IS available: these fish are apparently 
attracted by the warm water 
discharged by a steam-eler.ttic power 
.plant. 

Excellent surf fishing is availsfble 
along the extensive sandy beaches 
from south of Redondo Beach to north 
of Santa Monica, especially between 
Redondo Beach and Playa del Roy. 
Sandy-shore species taken by surf 
anglers are barred surfperch . (best 
O n lanuary' through Marchj.' walleye 
J(Jtperch. California halibut (spring 



and jiummer ^best). lacksmelt. and 
.shovellfose guitarfish. In sojne years 
fishmg is good, for corbina. spotfin 
croaker, and yellqwfin croaker, 
particularly along thji sandy shore 
from Playa del _Ray to Venice and from 
Manhattan Betich to Redondo Beach. 
Grunion are sometimes gathered along 
Malibu. Santa Monica. Venice, ^nd 
Hermosa beaches during periods of 
evening high tides in the spring and 
summer. Zuma Beach's sandy shores 
offer good fishing for barred wurfl 
perch, with occasional catches 
corbina and croakers. 



Offshore Fishing 

The principal sport fis^hing ports in the 
Ventura area (Chart 5) are Fort 
Hueneme. Channel Islands Harbor, and 
Ventura Harbor. X-bese ,are th^ 
principal ports closest ttf the 
population center—of Los 'Angeles 
having sport fishing boats that 
specialize in fishing about the Santa 
Barbara Chajmel Islands and otfShore 
south of the islands for ^ilbacojre 
during the summer'fishing season. (See 
Chart 7 for Channel Islancls fishing.) 
On isolated occasions, catches of coho 
salmon ^are made in late winter and 
early spring by party boats fishing 
*southeast of Point M^gu and south and 
west of Ventura. The ratches dunig 
this time are npt large, but represc/nt 
the southern extension of salmon spor^j^ 
fishing. ^ * 

About 11 miles offshore from Port 
Hueneme and the. Chann*«C Islands 
Harbor is Ana^:apa Island, one of the 
more important islands .for marine 
sport fishing. The island ^ thq east- 
ward extension of the chain of Santa 
Barbara ChajuDi?)' Islands and is less 



than one-half mile wide m most places, 
rising to an elevation of 930 feet a^bove 
sea level. There . is excellent fishing 
around Anacapa for kelp bass and 
black seS" bass, as well as for bocaccio 
and canaby rockfishes. Occasional 

catches ^of Pacific barracudp and 

yellowtaif are made here Tn^ummeTr~ 
Broadbill swordfish and striped marlin 
are taken south of Anacapa Island 
during summer and 'early fall. The only 
bi^adbiH tDurn#nent fishing on the 
4vest coast tj^fc^ place near the island. 

^ifhe cokstal shelf east of Port 
Hueneme i^' very narrow: from^ Point 
Mugu eastward It is no more than \ 
mile wide. Immediately ^west of Point 
Mugu. the Mugu Submarine Canyon 
cuts through the coastal shelf, and 
water depths plunge to 250 to 300 
fathoms. The coastal shelf widens 
slightly between Point Mugu and Port 
Hueneme before being interrupted by 
another submarine canyon, Hueneme 

tnyon. Northwest of Hueneme the 
elf becomes several miles wide, an 
area c/)mmonly known as the Ventura 
Flats, ^he shelf narrows slightly west 
of Ventura, .and the -'more offshore 
rocky reefs provide good rockfishi^.^ 
^ The bottom types range from rock 
to sand and shells in th^ southeast to 
mud. sand, and shelly in the Mugu- 
Hueneme area. Sand and mud 
.predominate on the Ventura Flats, 
which has good fishing for flatfish such 
as California halibut. In deeper water 
the typical mud and green mud bottom 
predominates. The offshore bottom 
becomes shallower west of Hueneme 
Canyon, and adjacent to Ventura Flats, 
the depth --at mid-Santa Barbara 
Channel is only about 130 fathoms. 

Immediately offshore of the area 
from Solromar to Pointy Mugu, anglers 
fish along the edge of the kelp beds for 
rockfishes (graSs. olive, and kelp) and 
occasionally bonito. About 4 miles 
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offshore of Solroniar ihoro is a shallow 
area approxinialelv 45 fathoms d«ep. 
This IS a good fishing ^f^put for 
chilipepper rockfish and' sometimes 
•yellowlail and Pacific barracuda. 
Limited catches o| echo salmon are 
made occasionally iii the early spring. 



PiKK andShohk F!SniN(. 
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The coast is rocky from Leo 
Carrillo State Beach (bottom of chart) 
to Point Mugu. The shore 'bprders the 
coast highway -and is readily ac- 
cessible to the fishing pubhc. This 
rocky coast offers good fishiog for 
opaleye, kelp bass, surfperches, and 
rockfishes (grass, kelp, and olive). 
From <\b$iut Pofiit Mugu to neap Port 
Hueneme, access is restricted since \\ 
is part of the iPoint Mugu Naval Air 
Station and Pacific Missile Range. The 
.sandy shore starts at Point Mugu and 
extends up along Oie coast all the way 
to Ventura, from Ventura west to 
• Rincon Point, sandy beaches are in- 
terspersed with rocky pointy of land. 
Along the sandy beaches extending 
from Point Mugu northwestward, the 
following species are taken from shcffe; 
walleye and barred surfperches 
(excellent fishing area for ^ba rreo, 
January to March best), California 
halibut (spring and summer best), 
jacksmelt, sharks (several species), 
corbina, spotfin croaker, yellowfin 
croaker, and occasionally kelp bass 

Anglers fish about the jetties and 
docks at Port Hueneme and from the 
sport fishing pier (actually a fishing 
float) in the Channel Islands Harbor. 
About the Port Hueneme jetties, 
anglers will Hkely find opaleye, sujf- 
ercHes (black and shiner), rockfisHes 
'(grass, kelp, and olive), halfmoon. and 
cabezon? Some of the fishes caught 
from the public fishuig float^at Channel 
Islands Harbor are walleye and barred 
sdTfperches. staghorn sculpin, 
Califoraia halibut (spring and sum- 
mer)^ Hngcod (winter), kelp bass, 
several speaes of sharks an'd rays. 



and occasionally croakers. 
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a Santa Barbara Arna 



This coasthne (Chart 6). which en- 
compasses the major southern 
California sport fishing port of Santa 
Barbara." IS oriented in an east-west 
direction. This is the only sizable 
coastal segment of the U.g. Pacific 
coast to have this orientation other 
than the soutK side of the Strait of 
luan de Fuca in Washington. The area 
IS distinguished by the tnost extensive 
and best-developed kelp beds along the 
California coast. Lush kelp beds are 
present throughout th^ region, but are 
best developed from about Goleta Point 
to Point Conception. 

At the west end .of this areais one 
of the most nota ble of coastal 
geographixial features, Point Con- 
ception. This is often called the "Cape 
of Good Hope ofvthe West Coast" 
because of the wide variation in wjnds 
and weather ^'found about the point. 
Many times the waters south and east 
of Point Conception may, be relatively 
smooth and have low wind speeds ov,er 
them. Immediately north and west of 
the point and offshore only a short 
distance, haweverr^the seas may be 
rough and the wind near gale force. 
The coastline south of Point ConceptiorA 
is protected by a coastal mountairi 
range that parallels the shore and 
provides an ameliorating influence on 
the prevailing northwest wipds. ^yhich 
are most intense from spring to early 
fall. 

r Point'' Conception is often 
described as an ecological dividing 
point for marine hfe. South of the Point 
is the^subtroprcaf zoh^| north of it is 
the temperate ;^ne,' "ivTany coastal 
pelagic fishe^l, such as Pacific 
barracuda **and yellowtail that are 
common to the waters off southern 
California and Baja California, Mexico, 
are taken only rarely north of Point 
Conception. Conversely, some pelagfc 
northern marine and anadromous 
species, such as coho salmon, are 



taken only in small numbers southeast 
of Point Conception in late wfrHer and 
early spring. 

The shoreline from Carpinteria to 
Point Conception and Point Arguello is 
predominantly a sandy one, broken 
'occasionahy by a few prominent points 
with shallow reefs close to «hore. 
^Along most of the coast, the shore is 
'backed by cliffs 50 to 150 feet high^ 

Offshore the coastal shelf is quite 
broad when compared to the cc 
areas to the south. The shelf is. 
miles wide south of Santa 
narrowing westward to aboij 
miles wide off Point Conception, 
depths in the center of the 
Barbara Channel range from about 200 
fathoms off Santa Barbara to 250 
fathoms south of Pei^nt^onception. 




Okfshork Fishing 



Fro:n Santa Barbara, sport fishing 
boats travel to grounds along the coast 
to the west and east and offshore to 
the Santa Barbara Channel Islands. 
(See Chart,?.) 

A number of reefs along the coast 
are excellent fishing spots, as are the 
extensive kelp beds. West of Santa 
Barbara, near and amid the kelpKare 
resident populatior^s of keJ||^bass, 
rockfishes (olive, grass, anuvermHion), 
sheephead, and ca/bezon. During 
summer, anglers ^a^so catch Pacific 
barracuda and ah occasional yellow- 
tail or white Seabass. Pacific barra- 
cuda generally work up the coast 
toward Point Conception from Se[> 
tember to November and down the 
coast from January to April, Pacific 
bonito sometimes show along the coast 
in summer and fall, 

Good drift-fishing locations for 
California halibut and kelp bass are 
found off the Goleta Beach pier; oyier 
good halibut grounds are just east of 
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Point Conception, wher6 fishing is best* 
in spring 3nd summer. This area also 
yields occasional summer catches of 
bonito and yellowtail. 

Pier and Shoke Fij^hing 

Pier fishing is available^ at Santa 
Barbara (Sterns Wharf) and at the 
, Goleta Beach and Gavfota public ^ers. 
The Goleta Beach pier is, notecTfor 
sizable catches of surfper(|hes. 
Walleye surfperch are abundant, and 
Jbarred surfperch fishing ^excellent in 
winter and spring. Bear California 
halibut fishing is in spring and early 
summer, and tomcod. spotfin croaker, 
sand shark, and jacksmelt enter tthe 
pier angler's catch mostly during July. 
August, and September. 

At the Santa Barbara pier, 
anglers ateo catch a variety vof surf- 
perches (r,ubberlip, shiner, walleye, 
and barred), as well as white croaker, 
jack and Pacific mackerels, a few 
California halibut, and evei^ an oc- 
casional bonito if the fish are running 
close to shore. 

Another public fishing^ier is a 
short distance west of Sariia Barbara 
at Gaviota Beach State Patk. Here 
anglers take such species as walleye 
and barred surfperches. ^sharks. 
Calimnia halibut (in spring and 
summer), lingcod (winter), kelp bass, 
rockfishes. and 'occasK^nally croakers. 

The beaches we^t of Capitan to 
north of Point Conception are 
especially good for surf ^hing. Sandy- 
shore species include the barrod 
sucfperch (January through March 
best), walleye and rubberlip feurf- 
perches. spotfin croaker (usually a 
brief summer run in this area), and 
California halibut (late spring and 
* summer best). Rocky-shore anglers 
most often encounter cabezon. blick 
surfperch. and olive, kelp, and grass 
rockfishes. 

Immediately north of Point Con- 
ception at ^alama. anglers cast into the 
surf for barred, silver, and walleye 
surfpercheSj and kelp greenling. 
Farther north, ^ from Point Arguello 
Aiorth to Point Sal (not. shown on 
chart), the coastal area, is usually 
closed to civilian use due to Navy and 
Air Force missile-launching facilities, 
with the exception of a small beach at 
the town of Surf. Here there is good^^ 
surf fishing for barred, silver, calico. 
^ 1 walleye surfperches and 
fornia halibut. 
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7» Soiilhorn Califomia' 
Islands . 



All the southern California islands 
(Charts 7 and 8) are "important to 
marine game fishing and probably will 
become increasingly important in 
future years. These islands are San 
Clemen te. Santa Catalina. Santa 
Barbara. San Nicolas. Ajiacapa 
(covered separately. Chart 5). Santa 
Cruz. Santa, Rosa, and San Miguel. All 
are in the general area southeast of 
Point Conception near the southwest 
edge of the area commonly known as 
the southern California Bight, which 
extends from Point Conception to off- 
shore San Diego. The edge of the 
continental shelf is \gest of the offshore 
islands and about 25 miles west of^ 
Point Conception, extending southeast 
in a general northwest-southeast direc- 
tion and passing about 12Q miles off- 
shore from San EHego. Betv^een the 
edge of the continental shelf and^e 
, southern California coast is a series of 
deep basins, some reaching a depth of 
1.000 fathoms or more. 

The current flow within the 
southern California Bight and in the 
vicinity of the islands is generally 
counterclockwis'^. Sea surface tem- 
peratures during the summer are 
usually warmest > at the center of a 
current gyre that ocows near the 
center of thp Gulf of Qmalina— an area 
bordered by Catalina teiand on. the 
north. San Clemente /Island on ti^ 



southwest, and the mainland coast 
near Oceanside on the .east. jThis 
warm^ater ^one is one of the better 
fishing areas for striped, marlin and 
swordfish. Other high' surface tem- 
peratures '^r-e sometimes notfed in 
summer south of ' Santa Oruz and 
Anacapa islands?- again, these warm- 
water areas represent good locations 
^t times for the highly prized swopdfrsh' 
and marlin. 



San I A l^u<HAKA C.h anni l Islands 

Many of tHe^ good fishing areas 
about the Santa Barbara Channel 
Islands are noted on Chart 7. C^rt 5 
provides information on Anacapa 
Island, easternmost and smallest of the 
four Santa Barbara Channel Islands. 
Sport fishing boats visit all these 

* ' islands from Port Hueneme, Channel 

Islands Harbor, Ventura harbor, ajid 
-Santa Barbara. During summer, 
albacore boats ' occasionally travel 
farther offshore near the edge of the 
continental shelf, southwest of Santa 
I Rosa and San Miguel islands and 
below ^n Nicolas Island. 

Th'e climate about the Santa 
Barbara Channel Islands is usually 
influenced by northwest winds from 
sj5ring through summer, though the 
wind intensity is .moderated slightly . 
owing to their distance south and east 
of Point Conception. Fog and low 
stratus clouds are common about the ^ 
westernmost islands during late spring 
and summer. 

TJie westernmost island, ' San 
Miguel, is 7 mil^s long, 3 miles wide, 
and rises to a'lheight of 831 feet.'The 
island coastline is predominately rocky 
iwith many shoal areas along the west 
and north sides. Sandy JbeacHes are 
scattered about the island: the beach 
at the west end contains one of the 
largest s6al and sea lion rookeries in . 
southern California. About the island 
are several good places for fishing 
hngcod and rockfishes. 

Santa Rosa^ Island is privately 
owned and has a rocky shore along the 
northwest and southwest sides; 
however, the east end has a number of 
sandy beaches. Good fishing for 
species noted on the chart,* and for 
rockfishes and lingcod. can be found 
nearshore about the rfofthern and 
western ends of tl^e island. 

The western islands (Santa Rosa 

• . and San Miguel) have not been fisjied 
as extensively as the islands closer to 
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the ports in the Ventura ^nd Santa 
^Barbara areas. Thfe distanc^ that sport 
• fishing bfiats are r^quirejjr to^ravel is 
an im^rtant factory^ Additionally, 
\ wind, weather, and/^ sea conditions 
^ abiut these islarfds usually more 
< ^ severe than,at the islands to the east, 
SantS Cruz is the largest of the 
^Channel Islands and is privately 
-> owned; it and Anacapa Island have the 
most sport fishing pressure. Rock 
fishing is good all about the island; 
fishing is usually best on the southeast 
side, which is protected from the 
westerly winds. Sometimes this lee side 
of tfle island has excellent fishing for 
yellowtail and ^nito. Bluefin tuna 
have been taken off th"© southwest end 
commercially during!- the Summer, so 
this area has a potentiator a sport 
fish catch of this species. 

San Nk.olas^Isi.and 

' San Nicola s^(C hart 7) is, 25^ miles 
southwest of S^ntfi Barbara Island. 
J • .%e nearest pqin^^ on the 'mainland is 
\ Point Vicqpte, . 55 miles to the north- 
V e^t. ,J^he island is* o>vned by the U.S. 
^Navy at^d the surrounding water is a 
naval restricted area, so consult 
Notices to Mdnnexs before fishing 
about the islan^. . j " .* 

Tl\e islaiid is J^A miles long, and 
the highest point is 907 feet above sea 
^ - level. A sizable >hoal are| , extends 
ar(\und it, principally on the northwest' 
and north sides, ^e bottom types are 
scattered rocky areas on the north^pnd 
west ends, with shallow areas of sand 
Bnd whit€^ and green sh^Us^ Jhe shore 
. , is rocky, jexcept Tor jsola-ted sandy 
beathes, and the easf end has the 
greatest predominance of, sand. 
^ Fishing is good about the entire 

isla*nd, but.only a~malL, amount of 
Vfishing effort is expended iA the area. 
- Sport fishing boat^ from Pbrt Bueneme 
and Channel Islands Harbor and from 
the Los Angeles area sometimes fish 
here. No one section is noted for being 
^ ^ distinctively better tjian the others. 
^ This island will probably see increased 
' fishS|nyf4ii the futurj^. 
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Santa Barbara Islanp 



— The small islandcf Santa Barbara 
(Chart 7) is 20 mile^^st of the *'west 
^ end" of Catalina Island. It is ^bout t 
mile^oBg and Vz mile wide and rises ^ 
abruptly to a peak of 635 feet above 
sea level. The shore is rocky, and kelp 
areas are common about the entire 
island; thfc heaviest kelp growth is 
JEL^ong the north side. 
V " Fishing boats from the Los ^ge\es 
^ area and from Port HueneiP and 
Channel Islands Harbor frequent Sartte 
Barba-ra Island. Anglers fish all about 

ERIC 

20 



the island, and no one area is noted 
for having better fishing than another, 
Albacore are sometimes taken about 5 
miles southeast of the island To the 
south about 6 miles is Osborne Bank, a 
good fishing area for rockfishes, 
lingcod, and occasionally bluefin tuna 
and albacore. 

San I a Catamna Island 

Because of its proximity to 
metropolitan Los Angeles, Santa 
Catalina Jsland (Chart 8] has been 
fished intensively by marine game fish 
anglers for a great number of years. 
Santa Catalina Island is privately 
owned and is one of the largest of the 
eight southern California islands. 
Although the island points in a north- 
west-southeast direction, common 
terminology results in the northwest 
end being called the "west end" aftd 
the southeast end, near Avalon, being 
called the "east end."' The island is 
about 6 miles wide and \Q miles long. 
The northwest third is constricted, and 
the narrowest point is called the "isth- 
mus. Here the island is only about 
one-third of a mile wide with Isthmip^ 
Cove on the ' northeast side and 
Catalina Harbor on the sou thwesf side. 
The^island rises to an altitude of about 
2,000 f&t; much of ij, is over 1,000 feet 
, high. ' ' ; 

The coastline about Catalina* is 
rocky in most places, and patches of 
kelp frequently are found nearshore. 
'Sizable kelp ^reas occur near the west 
end and near the entrance to Catalina 
Harbor. Some patchy areas occur 
south of the isthmus toward the east 
end(^ The south side (southwest) has 
good fishing for ^ number of species 
(see chart),' and white 'seabass are* 
frequently caught whue nightfishing. 
Kelp bass are fished irfeTiore, and the 
sandy coves offer good fishing for 
CaHfornia HaLbut and ocean whitefish. 

Excellent billfishing for striped 
marlin and broadbill swordfish can be 
found off^ the east end during the 
summer. Bluefin tuna, are sometimes 
taken south and west of the island, 
between Santa Catalina and San 
Clemente islands. The **228-fathom 
spot," 5 miles northeast of Avalon 
Harbor, is g^od during late summer for 
marlin and swordfish. The "58-fathom 
*spot" (also known as "14-mile bank" 
and Lasuen Seamount), about midway 
betwee n _A valon Harbor and Dana 
Poifl^rtT^the mainland, is good for 
stxiped^ marlin, swordfish, and 
albacore duly through September). 
This bank also provides good fishing 
for rockfishes. Southwest of the 58- 
fathom spot, toward Catalina and Saji 
Clemente islands, is another gooS 
fishing 5^ area for striped marlin and 
swordfish. 



San Ci.KMhNTh Island 

The large island of San Clemente 
(Chart 8) is about 70 miles west of the 
mainland off Ocaanside and about 45 
miles south of Long Beach, The entire 
island is the property of the- U.S. Navy 
and there are no civihan marinas or 
* public access. Portions of the 
surrounding waters are restricted 
because of naval operations. 

The island is about 18 miles long 
and from ZVz to V/i miles wide; its 
highest elevation is about 1,900 feet. 
The coastal shelf is narrow, par- 
ticularly on the northeast side. The 
shore is rocky, ai}d the bottgm types 
nearshore are » mixture of rock, mud, 
and sand. This^pe of substrate allows 
kelp to attach, and kelp patches are 
common with the -n^ost prominent 
growths at the north end. Kelp also is 
found along the west side with con- 
centrations around China Point and/ 
just west of Pyramid Head at thd* 
s6uthern end. Caution, must be 
, exercfsed in fishing the south end of 
the island since it is frequently used 
for naval target practice. Information 
on scheduled military activities and 
restricted zones is published in the 
local Notice to. Mariners. Along the 
northeast side, to^ about 20 fathoms in 
depth, there is kelp. The kelp growth is 
close to^^tjore owing to the sharp slope' 
of the bottom. • \ 

Sport fishing treats from the Los 
Angeles area frequent the island, and 
^most of the fishing is at about the 
north end and along the east side. 
Species taken are listed on thfe chart. 
Three well-known grounds are^ ''Slide 
Area," "Purse Seine Rock," and "Fish 
Hook"— iall , on the east side. Good 
fishing, is also found along the south- 
west side, although it is more exposed 
to the nortmvest winds and rough, 
seas. Bluefin tuna sometimes are fouQ^ 
along the "southwest side, and albacore 
are frequently caught south and so^jilh=_ 
west of the island during the summer. 
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NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 



From Point Conception norft, the coastline is rugged and 
relatively unprotected from the force ^ of the sea and 
prevailing northwest winds. These winds deflect surface 
waters offshore, creating vertical current that bring up cold, 
nutrient^rich bottom' water from the depths in a process 
> called '"upwelling/* In northern California, majtfr upwelling 
begins in spring, and the inverted bottom water is often '5^ to 
ip^F colder than the sun-warmed surface water it replaces. 
This is why th6 seawater north of Point Conception is 
relatit'ely cold in summer compared to other areas in the 
same latitude and why au^runer and winter sea temperatures 
vary only a few degrees* 

The weather along this coast is fairly uniform with early 
morning and evening fdgs, cool weather during summer, and 
rainy winters: The air temper$,ture has no great peaks or 
dips during the course of the year. 

Anglers, who flsh the northern California coast should be 



aware that se^ and weather conditions can change rapidly, 
and some -srlrea^ can be ext:i^emely dangerous at times. Check 
locally before fishing imfamiliar territoryy«md take a tide 
book with you. When choosing a shor&ridhing spot first 
observe the waves dong shore and While fishing ' always 
glance up periodically to check sea conditions. The t;ide has a 
way of coiriing in with unexpected rapidity, and one can 
become stranded very easily,; Never fish alone along un- 
protepted rocky stretches of the open coast; and when you 
plan a boating trip, always leave word about vour destination 
and when Ayou ^expect to return. Reporjts^dre received each 
year of people swept from rocks and small bo^t'a overturned 
by unexpected waves of great size^ or swept out to sea by 
strong currents. Experienced anglers, even those whoosh the 
same area year after year, abide by these rules, ijiey have 
learned to respect the inconsistent nature of the sea along 
this rugged expanse of open coast 
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9/PointSalto 

Point Piedras Blancas 



The section of coast described in Chart 
9 IS the first major marine game 
fishing area north of Point Conception. 
The coasthne alternates between 
broad sandy beaches and, rocky 
headlands and is backed by low rollings 
hills. Shore anglers cast from sandy 
beaches for surfperch and bait cast 
wid poke-pole alon^ rocky shores. 
Steelhead run up creeks November 
through February during years of 
heavy rainfall. Offshore bottomfishing 
IS good year-round, and albacorej 
salmon, and bon^a are available* 
seasonally. In soffie- years, white 
seabass also add to the sport catch. 

In addition to angling, abalone 
picking and clamming are very popular 
in this region, which has one of the * 
heaviestvconcentrations of pismo clams'* 
along the California coast.* ^ , 



^ Point Sal Pui.nt Bij(jion 

The Sai^ Luis Obispo Bay area has 
offshore bottomfishing for rockftshes 
and. to a lesser degree. lingcodNand^ 
cabezon. In general, blue, goptier. 
o|^ve. and copper rockfishes are taken 
in the nearshore skiff fishing areas, 
while bocaccio, rosy, vermilion, 
chilipepper. starry, and yellowtail 
rockfishes tend to dominate the party 
boat (Tatches farther offshore. 
California halibut are taken over sandy 
bottom in San Luis Obispo Bay and 
. areas to the south: bonito and white 
seabass are sometimes taken from . 
summer to late fall. Bqats also go out 
for Chinook (king) salmon from early 
spring to midsummer when good runs 
develop, and occasionally a few coho 
salmon are caught. 

0> Fishing - is available at Pismo 
ch pier,, the .county pier in Avila. 
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^ and at the I'ort San Luis pier. 
Jacksmelt. surfperches (©f^lico, walleye, 
silver, shiner, and barredj. sculpin, 
white croaker, and young bocaccio. 
usually form most of the catch; 
sometimes queenfish and an ' oc- 
casional white eeabass are landefl. 

^ Barracuda often are taken from the 
Pismo^pier- in September and October, 

At the south end of Pismo Beach 
State' >P^H^'> surf anglers cast for 
bar^eu, caKco. and silver surfperches 
and jacksmelt. Farther north along the 
rocky coastline between Shell Be^ch 
and Avila, anglers fish from shore for 
kelp greenhng, Hngcod. and cabezon. 
At low tide, poke-polers at Shell Beach 
. search rocky crevices for monkeyface 
eels, cabezon, and greenlings. 



MoRKO Bay Arka 

Morro Bay, its picturesque fishing 
fleet set against the backdrop of a 576- 
fobt-high Jvlorro Rock, is a town that 
draws many visitors during the 
summer and fall. Party boats operate 
year-round, weather permitting. The 
catch of the Morro Bay party boat 
fleet is similar to that of Avila boats, 
with albacore contributing to the sport 
catch during the fall. Many sport boats 
fish exclusively for this species WHen it 
runs off the coast, and best fishing is 
i, usually in September . and early 
October— some yeSlrs the run may last 
well into December. Albacore ^re 
known to come as close as 6 miles 
from shore, but fishing usually takes 
V place from IQ tp 20 miles but. 

Small-craft fishermen fish the 

* waters in and outside of Morro Bay 

* Harbor, but currents around the 
harbor entrance and unpredictable 
weather make it advisable to check 
with the harbor master at the 
Municipal Pier fpr information on 
tides, currents, cnannel areas, etc., if 
you plan to ventuAe outside the harbor. 
Inside Morro Bay, skiff anglers catch 
starry flounder, California halibut. 
jack"smeh, leopard and ' brown 
smoothhound sharks,, rays, and 

, walleye, black, and shiner surfperches. 
Outside in the ocean* the small-boat 
c?atch is similar to the nearshore party 
boat" catch— blue, gopher, and copper 
rockfishes, cabezon. and lingcotl. 

There is pier, dock, ,and bank 
fishing^ alon^ the shores of Morro Bay 
" for starry flounder, jacksmelt, and 
^ surfperghea (^hiner, walleye, and 
black). Some of the rocky coves along 
the causeway leading out to Morro 
Rock are especially good for surf- 
perches (striped, walleye, black, and 
barred), as well as starry flounder, 
cabezon, monkeyface eel, jacksmelt, 
and ^occasionally lingcod The power- 
plant outfall on the north side of Morro 
„Rock is another productive place to 
♦ fish /for s.urfperches, and infrequently 
a striped bass wanders in, attracted 
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by the warm discharge water. Fishing 
from the jetty at the harbor mouth is 
discouraged because of unpredictable 
seas at the har|j6r entrance. 

Ocean-shor\ fishing for barred 
surfperch takes place along the sandy 
spit that separates the bay from the 
sea. This is also a popular clamming 
area. ,Access is by w^^y of a road 
approaching from the south (four- 
wheel-drive vehicles only) or by boat. 
A "Clam Taxi" based at the foot of 
Fourth* Street shuttles, passengers 
across the bay to the spit when 
weather permits. 



ArkA^ to THh North 

North of Morro Bay the shoreline 
IS characterized by sandy beaches in- 
terrupted by rock- and boulder-strewn 
shores, affording excellent fishing. 
Calicp, silver, and barred surfperches 
are taken along sandy shores, and 
from rocky stretches there is bait cast-, 
Jng for cabezon,^ stripec^ surfperch, 
grass rockfish, and' kelp greenling, and 
pokle-poHng for eels. 

At the Cayucos Pier, jacksmelt. 
white croaker, queenfish, staghorn 
sculpin, and young bocacgio are, the 
usual fare. Starry flounder, surf- 
perches (waUeye, shiner, silver, 
barred, and spotfin), and an oc- 
casional swell shark also are caught. 
North of the pier there is rocky-shore 
fishing for kelp greenling, calico and 
silver surfperches; and cabezon, 
Cayucos Beach has grunion ruhs 
during spring and summef and is the 
northernmost beach in California with 
grunion runs. 

Around the Point ' Estero area, 
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Route 1 swings inland through farm 
• country' and there is no access to 
- shore until you reach the Cambria-San 
Simeqa area. * * 

At San Simeon, anglers fi^ from 
the pier for starry flounder, California 
halibut, skates, and surfpferches 
(barred, calico, and silver), and oc- 
^casionally catch a • salmon or a 
steelhead. There is shore fishing 
around the mouths of streams for 
barted and cahco surfperches and 
lingcod: at times, these streams are 
good for steelhead during years of 
heavy Rainfall. 

Party boats operate from the San 
Simeon pier during summer, fishing 
mostly for bottom species, although 
trips are made for chiriook salmon 
when a good run develops. This section 
of the coast has- no skiFf launching 
facilities, but small boats are 
sometimes launcKed over the beaches 
in calm weather. Most skiff fishing 
takes place from May to September. 

Along tne rocky s'tretch of 
coastline from San Simeon Point north 
to Point Piedras Blancas. shore fishing 
" is excellent fdr surfperches (calico, 
barred, silver, ■'and striped), kelp 
greenling. grass rockfish. and cabezon. 
* Most shore areas are open to the 
public. 

North of Point Piedras Blancas the 
topography becomes precipitous as 
Route 1 winds its way toward the 
towering cliffs of the Big Sur coast. 
There is httle access to shore along 
this majestic route for over 60 miles 
until one reaches Point Lobos and the 
Carmel-Monterey Bay ^rea (Chart 10). 
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Along this scenic stretch of California 
coast (Chart 10) rainy days alternate 
with days of crisp sunshine during 
winter, while spring brings blustery 
weather as prevaihng northwesterly 
wihds intensify. ^During summer, fo& 
cools most of the coast, while autumn 
days are often warm and sunny as the 
onshore wind^ decrease, bringing littler 
fog to the area. The w&a^er along the 
northern shore of Monterey Bay differs 
somewhat, particularly around Santa 
Cruz, which is protected from the * 
prevailing winds by the curve of the 
land. I This, area is ^almost fog-free 
^urini summer. 

NIonterey Bay is an importaht 
creational fishing area, and an 
mpressive number and variety of 
marine game fish are taken here. Most 
sport fishing from party boats is for 
bottomfish (particularly rockfishes) 
although albacbre. bonito. and chinook 
salmon also are landed in season. In 
some years salmon are abundant in 
the bay in spring and good fishing may 
last till lat^ summer. In general, the 
major marine sport fishes caught from 
boats and from shore are rockfishes. 
chinook salmon. California halibut. 
Pacific sanddalx surfperches, lingcod. 
kelp greenling. v^hite croaker, and 
albacore. r\ /-v 
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Shohk and Pieh Fishing 

As one approaches the Monterey 
Bay area from the south, there is little » 
access , to shore along this rugged 
section bf the coast as State Highway 1 
makes a gradual descent out of the 
mountainous Big Sur country and then 
passes through rolling coastal hills 
before dropping down to sea level 
about a mile south of Carmel. Where 
the shoreline can be reached there is 
exceller^ rocky-shore fishing for 
Hngcod, kelp gre^nHng, cabezon. 
strified surfperch. and rockfishes (kelp, 
blue, grass, and ohve). 

Shore fishermen can reach the 
beaches of the Monterey Peninsula 
from (he ^outh by way of 17-Mile Drive 
(toll road).^which has a south entrance 
at Carmel. or by approaching from the 
northeast through the town of Mon- 
terey. Along scenic 17-Mile Drive, 
shore fishing is allowed at Fanshell 
Beach, just Qorth of Cypress Point, in 
Pacific Grove at Asilomar State Beach. 
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and between Point Pinos^and Lover's 
Point, Some of the more common 
specie^ taken by shore anglers at these 
locations are striped surfperch, kelp 
greenling, cabezon,^ and blue rockfish. 
Sometimes steelhead are caught 
around the mouth of the Carmel River 
in fall jafter heavy rains, but fishing, 
even at its best, is considered spotty. 

The town of Monterey has two 
public piers, but most fishing takes 
place from Municipal Pier #2 at the 
eastern end of the harbor. Here the 
catch is young bocaccio, blue rockfish, 
surfperthes (sharpnose, pile, and 
shiner), jacksmelt, white croaker,, and, 
some years, jack mackerel in summer. 

Broad sandy beaches rim the 
coast ifropi the Monterey Pbninsula 
north along the inner curve ofthe bay 
all the way to Seacliff State Beach:' 
Most beaches offer excellent fishing 
for a variety of sandy-shore fishes. 
Striped bass sometimes are taken by 
surf casters during the summer along 
beaches < from Klon^rey north to the 
Salinas River. (Check locally about 
fishing the F^rt Ord area— beachfront 
restrictions change from djey to day,) 
All beaches i\orth of the Salinas River 
offer, excellent surf fishing for sand 
' sole, jacksmelt, and surfperches 
(trai^red, calico, silver,* and walleye). 
Them also is surf netting for nigl;t 
smelt in summer along beaches ad- 
jacent tq^Moss Landing. 

At the entrance to Moss Landipg 
harbor, anglers fish fromJhe jetty for 
surfperches (rubberlip, black, pile, 
white, and walleye), starry flounder, ^ 
and occasionally California halibut and/**^ 
striped bass. Therfe is afso fishijig froni 
shore inside Elkhorn Slough for some 
of the surfperches above plus sharks, 
rays, sand sole, and starry flounder. *^ 

The northern end of S"eacliff State 
Beach, near Aptos, has a fishing pier 
(actually a cement ship) from which - 
anglers catch Racific sanddab, surf- 
perches (shiner,, walleye, barred, and . 
striped), white croaker, jacksmelt. 
small bocaccio, jack mackerel (during 
some summers), and an occasional 
California ' halibut, starry flounder, 
lingcod, salmon, and steelhead. 

Rocky outcroppings and low bluffs 
begin to interrupt sandy beaches north 
of Aptos, and rocky-shore fishes start 
to appear in the angler's catch, finally * 
replacing sandy-shore fishes in im- 
portance as one proceeds westward. 




the/Capitola pier, which is mo 

sandy bottom, the usual fare is 
ite croaker,, jacksmelt, small 
ccio, walleye and shiner surf- 
perches, cabezon, staghorn sculpin. 
and an occasional barced surfperch. 

To the west at /the Santa Cruz 
pier anglers catch both rocky and 
sandy shore fishes such as surf- 
perch,Qs (white, shiner, walleye, and a 
few barred), lingcod, cabezon, young 
bocaccio, kelp ropkfish, topsmelt, 
jacksmelt, staghorn sculpin, skates. 
Pacific ^anddab, sand sole, starry 
flounder, and white croaker. There is 
novy an artificial tire reef under this 
pier, Rockfishes^are taken from Santa 
Cruz Small-Craft Uarbor jetties, and in 
some years coho salmon and steelhead 
are taken around the mouth of the San 
Lorenzo Riyer, 

From Natural Bridges State Beach 
north to Ano Nuevo Point the* shoreline 
changes rather abruptly to a 
predominantly rocky coastline, and fog 
and blustery northwest winds once 
again sweep the coast. This rocky 
shoreline offers exc^lent shore fishing 
for kelp greenling, cabezon, grass 
rockfish, and surfperches (calico, 
walleye, rainbow,, striped, and>silver). 
Where the rocky Aoraline^s ^broken 
occasionally by short stcp^ches of^ 
sandy beach, netters work the surf 
from Scott Greek northward foi; surf 
and night smelts* from March to 
October, 



Party Boat Fishing 
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Commercial sport fishing boats 
operate year-round out of Monterey 
and Santa Cruz and intermittently out 
of Capitola and Moss Landing, 

' The fleet based at Monterey, 
which fishes mainly for rockfishes, has 
expanded its range over the past 10 
years. Boats now travel as far south as 
Point Sur (a 'major fishing ground), 
whereas most fishing previously took 
place north of Castle Rock,* Blue, 
^yeUowtail, and* olive rockfishes 
dominate the party boat landings 
although an assortment of other rock- 
fish species also contribute 'to the 
catch. Those t^ken in the shallower 
nearshore areas along the kelp are 
blue, olive, black, copper, starry, and 
rosy rockfishes. In deeper water SRots. 
in Monterey Bay and .off Point Sur meT 
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yellowtail. blue, widow, bocaccio. and 
greenspotted rockfishes predominate. 
Monterey party boat anglers also take , 
lingcod, Pacific sanddab. Pacific bonito 
(in summ.er. September best), sablefish. 
and albacore (late summer). In most 
years., albacore schools appear about 
10 to 15 miles offshore, usually in . 
water about 61 to 64°F. ^ 

* Along the north shore of Monterey 
Bay. Santa Cruz and Capitola party 
boats fish over the rocky reefs from j 
Point Santa Cjuz north to Ano Nuevo ^ 
Point for rockfishes. hngcod. and 
cabezon. The ATio^Nuevo grounds are 
exceptionally good for lingcod and blue 
and black rockfishes. Other rockfishes ' 
entering the party boat catch along 
this northern section of the coast 
include copper. olive. brown, 
yellowtail. widow, greenspotted. 
bpcaccio. and chilipepper~the last 
five in deepwa'ter areas. Party boats 
also go after chinook salmon during 
the season when good runs develop 
(best catches usually in May and 
june). Along the north shore, thp party 
boats catch other fi sjB^ such as 
bonito. sablefish. P3trflH||ole. rock 
sole. Pacific sanddabr and kelp 
greeniing. 



Skifk Fishim; 

* Most of the Monterey Bay area 
skiff catch is made up of several 
species of rockfishes. Pacific sanddalf. 
chinook salmon, and lingcod. Most 
s small-boat fishing' takes place inside 
Monterey Bay. although on calm dfnys 
Monterey skiff anglers occasionally 
venture out around the peninsula 
between Point Pinos and Cypress Point 
to fish for lingcod and some of the 
nearshore rockfishes. or try their luck 
in Carmel Bay. . 

Inside Carmel Bay. skiffs work 
along the edge of the kelp for lingcod 
and rockfishes; sometimes, in summer. 

Jack mackerel sifid bonito mak^a 
showing in the bay. Occasionally. 

* salmon are taken when a good run 
develops. Skiff anglers making the trip 
around the Mohterey I^eninsula to 
Carmel Bay are warned that the 
return trip can be extremely rough, if 
not impossible, on all but the calmest 
days. 

^""thin Monterey Bay. from early 
gj^l^ to late summer, skiff anglers 



troll for chinook Salmon in areas 
shown" on the chart. Pacific sanddabs 

^ are plentiful over sandy bottom, and 
California hahbut are taken trolling 
jus^t beyond the surf line during 
summer and fall. The area south of the 
Salinas River is closed by the military 
w,hen Fort Ord target ranges are in 

* use. so check locally before fishing this 
section of the bay. Wjarning flags ore 
flown from the Coast Guard break- 
water in Monterey when this area is 
restricted.^ 

Ski^ anglers out of Moss Landing on 
Elkhorn Slough fish bo^h the tidewater 
section of the sldugh and outside in 
-Monterey Bay. The area around the 
entrance is particularly good for 
Pacific sanddab. -sablefish, white 
croaker, and occasionally California 
Ralibut. Salmon trolling is very popular 
with Moss Landing skiff anglers, who 
actively fish in the bay for chinook 
salmon during the season (June an€^ 
July considered best). Surfperches are 
particularly abundant inside the 
slough, the most common species 
being rubberlip. black, pile, white, and 
walleye. Jacksmelt. sand sole, staghorn 
sculpin. starry flounder., and sharks 
and rays also are common in the 
estuary. A shark derby is held in Moss 

Q Landing each year. 

To the north and west, skiff 
anglers who fish off Capitola brvng in-a 
mixed catch of blue rockfish, whiti 
croaker. Pacific sanddab. jacksmel 
and California halibut. Boats also wor 
the area off the Seacliff pier and to the 
south for California halibut, starry 
floui^er. white croaker, petrale sole, 
and sablefish. To the^ west. Santa Cruz 
small-boat anglers fish*mainly the reef 
and kelp areas for rockfishes (blue, 
grass, and brown), lingcod. and 
cabezon. or troll along the sandy 
beaches to^ the east for halib,ut in 
summer. During the salmon season 
boats work the area between Sunset 
Beach and Davenport. * 






Approaches to 
San I cam is( 0 Bav 



Chart 11 covers the, ocean approaches 
to the major port city of •Safl Fran- 
cisco—fishing inside San Francisco 
Bay IS covered eeparately. (See Chart 
12,) 

The chmate along this coast is 
cool and temperate with little seasonal 
variation in air temperature. During 
summer, San Francisco's famous fog 
funnels in through the Golden Gate 
mornings and evenings, drawn ^inland 
by the v^arming of the Central Valley. 

Most offshore recreational fishing 
is for chinook salmon from spring 
through fall, although bottomfish tend 
*^ dominate the sport catch in areas 
south of San Pedro Point where salmon 
runs occur less predictably. In most 
years, migrating albacore are taken 
around the Farallon Islands in fall. 

PicEON PoiM ri)0ftv Moon Bay ^ 

The main angling activities from 
Pigeon Point to Bean Hollow State Park 
(once Arroyo de lo§ Frijoles and Pebble 
State beaches) are rock fishing and 
^ poke-poling from shore. From Bean 
Hollow State Park north to TPillar Point 
.the shore is alternately sandy beach 
^ and rocky outcroppings. Along this 
coast, striped bass begin to enter the 
shore anglers' catch during summer 
and early fall; some of the better 
locations are Pescadero State Beach, 
San Gregc/rio State Beach, Martins. 
Beach, and - Half Moon Bay State 
Beaches. These are also good areas for 
surfperches (calico, silver, and oc- 
casionally redtail) and for netting surf 
and night smelts (March to October). 

■ Pillar Point Harbor on, Half Moon 
Bay is ''the major recreational fishing- 
^v^'^rti along this section of coast, and 
I ^rfy boats based at the harbor fish 



over nearshore and offshpre reefs for 
' lingcod, cabezon, and i^ckfishes (blue, 
copper, olive, and yellowtail). 
Occasional bottomfish tripsvVe made 
to the Farallon Islands> arid aibacore 
are , smjaetimes taken west of the 
Farallfims from August to October, 
Small-Doat anglersf* adively fish for 
salmon wheri^the fishcake a showing 
nearshore, or fish on the bottom 
around the entrance to the harbor and 
north "along Pillar Point for rockfishes 
(blue, black, canary, cppper, ^nd 
ohve), lingcod, cabezon, and white 
croaker. 

Inside Pillar Point I^rbor, anglers 
fish from the Princeton Fier fcr Pacific 

* sanddab, white croaker, surfperfches 
(silver, walleye, and shiner), jacksmeU, 
topsmelt, Jbrown smoothhdund shark, 
skates, staghorn sculpin, and rock- 
fishes^ (brown, small bocaccio,>; and 
kelp). 'Anglers also fisR from the east 
and west jetties that partially enclose 

'the harbor. At the^west jetty the catth 
consists mai^y of strined surfperch, 
kelp greenhng, cabezon, grass rockfish, 
and occasionally lingcod. From the 

' east jetty, they catch sandy bottom 
speci6^ such as white croaker, /tarry 
flounder, sand sole, a^d rufiberlip 
surfperch, """^ 
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III AR Point North to the Golden Gate^ 
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North of Pillar Point the coast 
becomes rocky once again i ntil you 
reach*- Montara State Beach — a 
narrow, coarse-sand beach backed by 
sandstone bluffs. Here surf casters 
take surfperches (silver, redtail, -and ' 
tallco^ and , catch striped bass during 
the sujnmer. ^ 

North of the State Park, Hiahway 
1 is d^bove steep sandstone cli|fs and 
access to shore is» difficult, if not 
dangerous, especially around the 
Devils Slide area. Many hikers -have 
lost tlreir lives on this unstable' cliff, 
and the hazardous warning signs 
should be "heeded, , • ^ 

At Point San Pedro ^ on Shelter 
Cove, skiffs can be rented and launch- 
ed when weather permits. The area 
off the Point is especially good for 
rockfishes (black, blue, ancf canary), 
lingcod, and white croaker, ETuring 
good salmon years, chinook- are landed 
off the Point in spring and summer; 
striped bass are taken from boats and 
from shore during late summer and 

fall, ' : / . 

The coast north of Point San Pedro 
has no party 'IkDat operations, skiff 
rentals, or launching facilities; all 
these facilities are in San Francisco 
Bay ^ (Chart 12), However,, a ' public 
fishing pier, has been constructed 
recently at Pacifica. From Pa^fica 
north ft the Golden Gate the coast is 
mostly sandy beach, and it is along 
these beaches that the heaviest runs of 
striped basSoU)ccur in the surf. The 



map shows some of the more popular 
fishing spots, although this entire coast 
is good for striped Ij^ass when they are 

^ running. One of the most heavily fished 
places is , Bakers Beach near the 
Golden Gate Bridge, These ocean 
beaches are . also good bait-casting 
areas for redtail surfperch during 
winter and spring, and, at times, for 
jacksmelt. and other surfpefches 
(silver, calico,'and walleye). 

The Gulf of the Farallons is fished 
primarily by San Francisco Bay party 
boats and occasionally boats from Half,. 
Moon Bay, Tliis ,area produces the^ 
most fconsi stent' ocean spoi^ fishing for 
salmon jn the State.'^Most fishing i^lfer 
chinook salmon, although some conp 
•also arQ landed. The season extends 
from, jnid*February through mid- 
November (cheeky Staie regulations)* 
and there are two major chinook 
runs — one in' tHe spring and one in the 
fall.' During the height of the spring 
ri^n from ab5ut March to June, most 
fishing occurs offshore between 
Duxbury Reef and the Fare^UonJslands, 
while fromiuly to mid-OctoBfer the nsh 
are taken closer to shore. The most 
productive area for large fall-hin 
chinook extends from the San Fran- 
cisco light^ buoy, or *'light bucket" 
tomer site of the San Francisco 
lightship, to the Marin County beaches 
and north to Duxbury Reef, where \ 

fishing is "best from July through 
September. The Golden Gate area,' 
especially around Mile R6ck and the 
south tower of the bridge", is also a 
good fishing spot in midsummer and 
fall for striped bass and occasionally 
salmon. 

When Salmon are not running, 
.boats may fish for rockfishes 
(yellowtail, ^bocaccio, copper,, blue, and 
vermilion), and lingcod around the 
Farallon Islands, and occasionally 
travel as far west as Cordell Bank, 
about 20 miles west of Point Reyes. 



' {k m 



1 

2 

3 • 



% 4 ^ 



l)rin6atoti, HalfM)on B. 
San Pedro Point 



Pacifica Pier, 



<boits only. Cirto'p bo«ts ^ 
•ro /*iJrtcherf \ttm bench* . \ f 



36 



There is some skiff fishing -for 
Chinook salmon off Muir and Stinson 
beaches in late summer, but weather 
and sea often restrict small-boat 
fishing in the ocean. Fourfathom Bank 
(also called Potato Patch Shoal) can 
get particularly rough on windy days, 
but in calm weather this sandy shoal 
a^a is a good fishing spot for 
California halibut and striped bass. 
California ^halibut are also taken 
around Seal Rocks and to the south 
(July and August best). 



Shokk Fismjng Noktm in ihk Goi.dkn Gaik 

Only a limited amount of shore 
fishing takes place along the rugged 
rocky coast from the Gdden Gate 
, Bridge north to Stinson Beach. Access 
is difficult in most places, and mUch of 
^ the beachfront land is privately owned. 
Striped bass occasionally are caught 
from shore in summer and fall along 
isolated sandy coves near the Golden 
Gate (Fort Baker, Fort Barry, Fort ^ 
Cronkite, and at Muir Beach). From 
Muir Beach to Stinson Beach, where 
rocky shores qan be reached, ariglers 
fish for blue rockfish, hngcod, cabezon, 
kelp greenling. and sarfperches, or 
poke-pole for monkeyface eels at -low 
tide. This stretch of coastline can be 
dangerous duripg rough weather; it is 
advisable to fish here only on calm 
days knd always keep an eye out for 
changing sea conditions. ^ 

At Stinson Beach State Park, 
rocky shores abruptly give way to a 
long and wide expanse of sandy beach 
where surf anglers cast for surf- 
perches (redtail, silver, and walleye). 

Thdre is no llshing in Bolinas 
Lagoon. The State Health Department 
has quarantined this shallow tidal 
embayment for an indefinite period 
because of its heavily polluted waters. 
Occasionally, striped bass are taken at 
the entrance of me lagoon, but fishing 
is generally spotty. Most of the rocky 
semiexposed reef area at Duxbury 
Point has been designated a Marine 
^Reserve; however, shore fishing is 
allowed. 

To the* north along the sandy 
shores of the Point Reyes Peninsula, 
there is bait casting for r,edtail, cah- 
co, walleye,* and silver surfperches. 
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12 SanrniiiciscoBav 



San Francisco Bay (Cfiart 12), 
California's largest estuary, technically 
IS divided into three connecting 
bays— San Francisco Bay proper, San 
Pablo Bay, and Suisun Bay. These bays 
' receive large volumes of freshwater 
* runoff from the extensive Sacramento 
and San Joaquin River systems that 
drain California's Central Valley and 
have their source in the Sierra 
Nevada. In general,, most of the San 
Francisco Bay system is very, 
shallow— the average depth is 20 
/feet— and there are extensive mudflats 
in San ^^bld Bay and south San 
Francisco Bay. 

The two most sought-after game 
fishes in the San Francisco Bay area 
are the ^triped bass and chinook 
salmon. Most ^'salmon fishing tajces 
place in the ocean outside the Golden 
pate (see Chart 11), while San 
Francisco Bay is practically the 
unrivaled domain of the striped bass 
angler. Other fishes such as sturgeon, 
starry - flounder, surfperches, 
jacksmelt, topsmelt, white croaker, 
rockfishes, sharks, and rays also offer 
a great deal of sport to Bay Area 
anglers. 

The angler certainly^ will not find 
this area lacking in recreational 
fishing facihties. Piers, skiff rental 
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Kappas Yacht Harbor 
Sausallto Boat & Tackle ^^-^ 
Clipper Yacht Harbor 
1\iniey Street Ramp 
. Sausalito Yacht Harbor 

• Fort Baker 

• Fort Point. Presidio 
Golden GateYH..S.E. 
S.E Small Craft Harbor 
Fisherman*^ Wharf Area 
Pier #7, San Francisco 
Ferry Building. S.E 
Mission Rock Area. S.E 
Hunter's Point. S.E 
Oyster Point 
Coyote Point 
San Mateo Pier 
Redwood Creek 
PaiMlto^arbor 

"C^iso ' 

• San Ubandro Marina 
Doolittle Drive 
drand Street. Alameda 
Pacific Marina. Alameda 
Ballena Y.C.. Alameda' 
Oakland Inner liarbor 
Oakland Marina 
Oaklan^nner Harbor 
jack London Marina 
Emeriiville Marina . 

• Berkeley Marina 
Richmond Harbor 
Red Rock Marina 
San Pablo Yacht Harbor. 
Rodeo 

Crockett. Cbwrelio's 
White's Resort 
Martinez 

Benlcia Pub. Boat Ramp 
Vallejo-) 

Valle|6 ^ 
Vallefo lielghts 
Vallefo Municipal Pier ' 
Dutchman Slough> 
Mud Slough^^. 
Petaluma River 
Gallinas Creek, • 
China Camp 
Loch lomox^-Marioa' 
San Rafael Cr^ek 
Paradise Pier 
Angel island State Par)c . 
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concessions, .and launching facilities 
are scattered around the bay's 
perimeter, and over 100 party boats 
operate out of Bay Area ports. There 

, are sizable sport fishing fleets near 
Fisherman's Wharf in •San Francisco, 
along the Sausalito waterfront, and at 

^^ibfe Berkeley a,nd Emery^e marinas. 
Nlany of these boats fish out in the 
ocean for chmook and coho salmon: • 
some make rockfish trips to the 
Farallon Islands; and most also fish for 
striped bass when good runs develop. 
In the northern reaches of the bay. 
party boats opemting out of San Pablo 
Say and Carquinez Strait ports fish 
exclusively for striped bass, sturgeon, 
and starry flounder. Charters usually 
can be arran^jsa at harbors from 
which boats operate, although in San 
'Francisco, trips are usually arranged 
through bait and tackle shop^ because 
of parking and other logistics problems 
in the city. 



SiKiri-n B/\ss 

Striped, bass spawn from about 
April to mid-June in fresh waters of the 
Sacramento and Sa^ loaquin rivers. 
After spawning, the fish move back 
down into the saltwater bays; some 
j/enture out into the ocean. They spend 
^ost of the summer and fall in salt 
water before returning once again to 
brackish-water and fi%shwater sloughs 
and rivers. Although best fishing times 
vary, with area, in general, the fishing 
season extends from March to 
December, with best fishing from mid- 
August to November. October has been 
the best striped bass fishing month 
consistently ^incB 1969. 

In San Pablo Bay. Carquinez 
Strait, and Suisun Bay. striped bass 
are caught year-round with best 




fishing usually in October and 
N<3vember. with a lesser run of fish in 
lune. July, and August. Most spring 
and summer fish are caught trolling in 
the late afternoon. F^ll-fun» fish are 
caught still fishing of drifting.' 
primarily with live bait such as 
steghorn sculpin (known locally as 
••bullheads"). ' 

In the Napa River and nearby 
,bra ^ish - ya^ er sloughs 'along the 
northern snore of San Pablo Bay. 
striped bass are caught throughout the ^ 
year although wea^ks^ sometimes 
restricts fishing during the whiter 
months. Best times are conpidetflf' to 
be September. October, and November, 
peaking usually in late October. Fish 
are taken by bait fishing and trolling 
from boats; bait casting from shore. ^ 

Within San Francisco Bay proper, 
in such areas as^ the Golden 'Gate 
Bridge (south tower). Raccoon Sf^it 
(over Raccoon Shoal). Berkeley flats, 
and off Alcatraz and Treasure islands, 
fishing usually starts in June and 
extends through October iivto 
November. Most fish ar& caught after 
mid-August, with peak catches in 
October. A^ popular fishing method is 
drifting with live bait (anchovies or 
shiner surfperch) in areas where an 
^brupt change in depth occurs and 
when ^e current is running swiftest. 



Anglers also troll for stripers.' and 
some will even get out their .plug 
casting gear when a surface-feeding 
school is located. 'From Angel Island 
nd^th to The Brothers, good akiped' 
bas^ fishing 'can usually be nad in 
September. October^ and November by 
drifting live, bait aiid trolling as fish " 
migrate' through on their way. back to 
'tiw^^accamentChSan j9aqui« Delta. *.* 

Shor^ an(| pier fishermen' cast ^ 
lures and bait for stripers from 
selected spots on both sides of the bay. 
(See chart for shore-fishing areas and 
piers.) Shore fishing at night for 
striped bass is now legal in the Bay. 

The striped bass seaso^ in south 
San Francisco B^y extends from June 
through September. a5jd ip some years 
fishing may last, unm'^ovember or 
Dacember. Fishing usually reaches a 
peak around the San Mateo Bridge ^ 
area in June and July and around the 
Dumbarton Bridge in Septem be r and 
October. Most striker fishyigWl south 
San ^fancisco Bay is ^ trolliny^ affair 
with some plug gasting when a school 
vis found. ^Iso. a growing number of 
anglers are fly fishing from Sfhore for 
striped bass in spring and agmnnn late 
simmer ai*ound San Francisco Airport 
and Coyote Point. 



, SturgeoI^ ' 

Sturg^flin fishing has become very^ 
popular in the Bay Area over*the 
years, especially in San Pablo Bay« 
arquinez Strait, and Suisun Ba^ A 
kail but growing Sturgeon fishery is 
also developing in south San Francisco 
* Bay from off Oyster PoUt (San Bruno 
Shoals) south to the entmnce of Alviso 
Slough. Both green and white 
sturgeons are taken; the ^ white 
sturgeon is the most pfifed. 
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Although sturgeons are caught 
throughout the year in the upper bays, 
best fishing is usually ki the fall and 
winter when the biggest fish are taken. 
In- San Pablo Bay,, they appear to move 
in over the flats in early fall, and 
fishing usually lasts from November to 
May. , with best catches from about 
January to March. The -flats along the 
north side of the bay from the Mare 
Island jetty ("Rockwall") to China* 
Camp are especially productive at high 
tide during the winter. Other good 
spots in San Pablo Bay are the "pump 
house" and around the odd-numbered 
Duoys that mark the north side of the 
main channel which cuts through the 
middle of the bay. There is'^also year- 
round fishing in Carquinez Strait over 
the flats along the northern shore. 
Smaller fish taken are in summer, 
larger ones in winter. 




In Suisun Bay, fishing usually 
starts in spring around April and la^ts 
until October or November, about the 
time of the first rains. In summer, most 
Suisun stufgeon are sublegal size (less 
than 40 inches long) with about 1 
"keeper" out of every 10 caught. 
Larger fish are taken »in the fall. The 
"mothball fleet" and tKe channel buoys 
along the- edges of sand bars near the 
entrance to the bay are good areas to 
fish. 

In south San Francisco Bay from 
San Bruno Shoals south to .^Alviso 
Slough, the season extends from about 
November to • March. Early season 



fishing is usually best in the northerly 
areas; late season fishing is usually 
best in the more southerly areas along 
the edge of the channel. 

Sometimes during the Pacific 
herring runs, which occur anytime 
between December and March, 
sturgeons are taken from boats and 
shore in the central part of the bay in 
such areas as Richardson Bay and 
along the Sausalito waterfront. 



OriiKK Ba^ Sport Fishes 
0' 

Although most salmon are taken 
outside the Golden Gate, migrating 
Chinook salmon sometimes are caught 
deep troUing with whole anchovies in 
the area from the Golden Gate Jo 
Raccoon Strait and off the Tiburon 
Peninsula north to the Richmond 
Bridge during late summer. The area 
off the eastern side of the Tiburon 
Peninsula (called "California City" by 
anglers) is heayily fished when the 
Salmon are running. 

Sharks, skates, and rays are 
plentiful throughout the bay; some of 
the more common types are leopard, 
brown smoothhound and sevengill 
j)rarks>9pAy dogfish, bat ray, and big 
skate. These ace especially numerous 
in south San Francisco ^ay all year. 
Most fishing, however,, takes place in 
♦ summer and fall, ^ 

Starry flounder are abundant, 
especially ovef the flats in San Pablo 
and Suisun bays and in the Napa 
River and adjacent sloughs. Many arfe 
taken in these areas, and throughout 
the bay system, by shore and skiff 
anglers (winter and spring best). 

An assortment of surfperches also 
are taken in Sart Francisco 
Bay— mostly from piers and from 
shore. Spring is considered the best 



season. Some of the more common 
species are shiner, walleye. White, 
rubberlip, black, pile, striped, and 
rainbow surfperches. 

Other fish prevalent in the pier 
and shore catch include white croaker 
("kingfish*'), staghorn sculpin 
("bullhead"). jacksmelt, topsmelt. 
English sole, sand sole, small lingcod. 
and brown and black rockfishes. In 
addition. Pacific herring are taken 
with dip\,nets during their spawning 
runs in winter (December to March), . 
In some years the herring run will last 
'for weeks: in other years the fish will 
show up sporadically. The appearance 
of great numbers of gtiUs and other 
seabirds usually heralds the event. At 
this ' time there is also a small 
recreational fishery for herring eggs- 
on-kelp, which some consider a 
deUcacy, The most popular shore 
areas to dip net and collect herring 
eggs-on-kelp are alon^the Sausalito 
and Tiburon waterfronts. 
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13/ Point Reyes to Fort Ross 



' Along this rural and often wind-swept 
part of the coast (Chart 13). party 
boats operate year-round, weather 
permitting, out of Bodega Harbor and 
Dillon Beach. Most offshore fishing is 
for bottomfish — particularly rockfish6s 
or "rock cod." Some boats also fish for 
o Chinook salmon when the fish are 
runnmg, but. in general, salmon ap- 
pear less predictably here than off San 
Francisco and areas to the north. 

The range of the party iDoat fleet 
* extends^-south to off Point Reyes and 
north to Fort Ross. Areas • most 
frequented by the fleet are Tomales 
Point* the 27-fathom /reefs off the 
western shore of t^oint Reyes' Penin- 
sula, and areas north along the coast 
from Bodega Head to Fort' Ross. 
Occasionally, special trips are made to 

^ Cordell Bank, about 23 miles south- 
west of the Bodega Harbor entrance. 
Most of the party boat catch is made 
up of rockfishes (yellowtail. blue, 
yelloweye or turkey-red. chilipepper. 
bocaccio. canary, black, and copper). 
Other rocky-bottom fishes such as 
cabezon &nd lingcod also are caught 
along with an occasional chinook. 
Lingcod appear to be more plentiful in 
the nortiiern ^r^as off Fort Ross than 
in areas V) the ^outh, jand flatfish are 
sometimesMaken incidentally as boats 
drift over from rocky to sand bottom. 

North of Tomales Point and in 
Tomales Bay the salmon season is open 
all year but fishing for chinook is often 
erratic even at^the peak of the season 
(July, August, and September|r^oho 
make a modest showing around 
October and November. 



Skiff Fishinc; 



ERIC 



Sljiff fishing is generally limited to 
confines ^jf Tomales Bay and 
und thp/^ entrance to Bodega 



Harbor. Experienced ^ boat anglers 
familiar ■ wi^ ihe * area sometimes 
venture farther^PSt to fish for salmon 
or bottomfish. but this practice is not 
without iis risks. Many people (up to 
13 in 1 year) have lost their lives at 
the entrance to Tomales Bay, where 
huge waves are known to appear and 
capsize boats with little warning. 
Strangers to the area would do well to 
stay within the protection of the bay. 

Inside Tomales Bay, small-boat 
anglers fish for sharks and rays, 
California halibut {June to October), 
sand sole, turbot, jacksmelt (September 
to November best), and an assortment 
of surfperches. Sharks are p'l^rticularly 
plentiful in the bay. and every year a 
Shark and Stingray Derby .is sponsored 
by local civic .groups. Striped bass 
sometimes are caught in the southern 
reaches of the bay in summer. The 
lower bay also has a small run of coho 
salmon which are caught trolling 
during October and November, and 
some steelhead are taken as they ^ma^e 
their way to Papermill Creek to spawn 
(November to February). 

In Bodega Harbor, a narrow 
channel cuts through this shallow 
lagoon to the boat basin at the town of 
Bodega Bay and into deeper water at 
the harbor's northwest corner. There 
is a limited amouni of skiff fishThg for 
surfperches^ and starry flounder in 
deepwater parts of the lagoen. and 
steelhead occasionally are taken 
around areas of freshwater seepage. 

To the north, skiffs and launching 
are available at Jenner on the Russian 
River. In addition to winter steelhead 
and salmon fishing (September to 
November), there is skiff fishing inside 
the tidal lagoon for $urfperches and 
starry flounder. Small boats do not 
venture into th^ ocean because the 
outlet, or *'bar,"*-at the Russian River 
mouth IS often too narrow, for skiffs. 



Shore Fishing ^ 

Selected areas of this coast offer 
many different types of shore fishing, 
^including cq^ting along sandy beaches 
for redtail and other kinds of surf- 
perches, pier and dock fishing in bays 
and harbors, stream and river fishing 
for salmon and steelhead. poke-poUng 
and bait casting along rocky shores, 
and netting smelts around river and 
creek mouths. Spring and early 
summer are best for surfperches. 
steelhead fishmg is best in fall and 
winter following heavy rains, coho 
salmon appear in the fall from Seph 
tember to November, surf and night 
smelts are nettea March through 
October, and most rocky-shore fishes 
are taken year-round. 

The sandy beaches along the Point 
Reyes Peninsula provide good surf 
fishing ,for redtail. calicp. and walleye 
surfperches. Most of the peninsula is 
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Marconi Cove . 
Marshall ^ 
North Shore Boats 
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wiihin the boundaries of the Point 
Reyes Nationai Seashore, and though^ 
much of the land is still under the 
private ownership of ranchers, some 
beaches are open to the public and it 
is expected that even more shore areas 
will be open in the future. 

Along the Tomales Bay shore, pier 
and dock fishing is available at some 
of the small-boat harbors and wharvesK^ 
Jacksmelt and surfperches (pile, 
walleye, shiner, and black) are the 
most common pier-caught species. At- 
the very southern end of the bay, coho 
salmon are taken' near the entrance of 
Papermill Creek (October to Novem- 
ber), and winter steelhead fishing is 
often productive in deep pools just 
in;side the creek mouth. 

On the eastern shore, near the 
entrance to Tomales Bay, redtail and 
rubberlip surfperches are taken by 
shore casting along beaches north of 
Sand Point, and fishing is excellent for 
rockfish and greenlings where the 
sandy beach gives way to a 
predominantly rocky coastline north ot 
Dillon Beach. This is. also a good place 
foi; poke-poling monkeyface eels and 
other crevice-seeking fish. Anglers 
usually reach this shore area by hiking 
Viorth from Dillon Beach, since most of 
the land adjacent to this rocky stretch 
of coast IS privately owned. 

The next opportunity for shore 
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fishing as you approach Bodoga Bay 
from the south is found at Uoran 
Beach Park. Most fishing takes place ^ 
around the east jetty at the mouth of 
the harbor where the usual fare is 
shiner and silver' -surfperches, 
iacksmelt, starry flounder, rockfishes, 
and greenlings. Anglers also> fish from 
the west jetty on the .other side of the • 
harbor entrance for the*same species. 

In the town of Bodega Bay the 
public is allowed to fish from the local 
wharf where the main sp*ecies taken 
are jacksrnelt. young bocaccio. and 
surfperches (shiner, rubberlip, and 
black). There is some fishing along the 
breakwater on the western shore of 
Bodega Harbor for shiner and rub- 
berlip surfperches and black rockfish. 

On beaches along the 'Spnorna 
coajit, anglers catch surfpeirches. 
lingcod. rockfishes. and flounder. This 
stretch of coast also is good for netting 
surf and ''night smelts around the 
mouth of coastal streams. Steelhe^oS^ 
and a few salmon sometimes are taken 
from these streams. 

In the Russian River, migrating 
steelhead are caught just inside the 
mouth of the river from the south 
bank, anc^^in selected areas upriver. 
Striped bass and sturgeons oc- 
casionally are landed from boats in the 
jBstuary and from the beach adjacent 
to 4he river mouth. Surfperches and 
flounders are taken in the tidal lagoon 
section, and runs of chinook have 
occurred in the river during late 
summer and early fall in the last few 
years. 

North of lenner the coast becomes 
steep and rugged, and most of the land 
IS privately owned. At Fort Ross State 
Park and "areas to the north where the 
shore can be reached, anglers cast for 
rockfishes, ggeenlings. cabezon. 
surfperches, ana occasioually lingcod. 
This rocky coastline is also very 
popular with skin divers and shore^ 
pickers who hunt for red abalone. 
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14 lortRossto 
CajM^MtMidocino 

From Fort Ross to Cape Mendocino 
(Chart 14) the shoreline is pre- 
dominantly rocky backed by high 
grassy bluffs. These ^^gW headlands 
are sharply indented witn^ numerous 
gulches, and public access to shore 
ocdurs^ infrequently because of the 
steep terrain and the many privately 
owned- areas adjacent to the ' coast. 
Most shore fishing occurs at. coves 'and 
beaches where coastal streams and 
rivers e\pty into the sea. Winters are 
wet and chilly, and in summer the 
coast IS usually fogb^nd. Fall is the 
sunniest and most pleasant time of 
year. 

Most ocean sport fishing takes 
place out of the town of Fort' Bragg 
and to a lesser extent at Albion. Point 
Arena, and Shelter Cove. Bottomflshing 
along this rocky coast *is excellent, and 
salmon trolling is very popular. 

Where the shore can be*reached. 
rock anglers seek lingcod. cabezon. 
and small rockfishes, and where rocky 
shores aPe interrupted by stretches of 
sandy beach, surf casters fish for 
redtail surfperch during spring and 
summer (April and May are con- 
sidered best). Surf netters work the 
breakers for surf and night sm/slts 
around the mouths of streams: best . 
catches of night smelt. are made from 
February to April, and for surf (day) 
stnelt. from April through August. 
Sleelhead run in rivers between early 
December and end of February, with 
fishing usually at its peak around New 
Year's day. 

^ Von I Koss H) PoiNf Ahkna. 

The first access to shore north of 
Fort Ross IS at Salt -Point State ^ark. 
which has a small bluff-protected coVe 
where }jkiffs can be launched over the 



beach in c^^m weather. Fishing is not 
allowed inside this cove (Gerstle Cove), 
but whenl. weather and sea are 
fa\orable: anglers venture out around 
the rocky points on either side of the 
cove in search of lingcod, blue rock- 
fish, kelp greenling, and cabezon, .> 
From Salt Point t^Ga^ildla: 
land isjpart of a private development 
of houses and rental units, although 
there i$ public access to a tiny stretch 
of rock- and driftwood-strewn beach at 
the northern end of the development. 

The Gualala River has excellent 
runs of winter steelhead, and the 
tidewater section is a popular fishing 
area. Access is by way of a dirt road 
at the north end of the Highway 1 
bridge that leads out to the gravel bar 
near the mguth. Small boats can be 
launched here (no ramp), and the 
pools tiear the south bank are con- 
sidered the mosf productive, 
, ^ At Anchor Bay. owners of the' 
property alloW anglers access for a 
fee, and skiffs can be launched over 
the beach on the north side of the cove 
in calm weather. Here, skiff anglers 
ca^tch such-xocky-shore species as kelp 
greenling, blue and black rockfishes, 
hngcod, and cabezon. Because of the 
steep terrain, access to the shore is 
limited north of Anchor Bay to the 
Point Arena area. 

Point Akena 

The main flshing activities at Point 
Arena are pier and skiff fishing at 
Arena Cove. The cove would be a more 
important flshing port if it were not for 
its vulnerabihty * to southerly and 
westerly winds. Skiffs are available for 
rent at Jhe pier, which also has a ^at 
hoist. Skiff anglers flsh over the reef 
areas for bottomflsh, and during July 
and August there i^ a limited amount 



Arena Cove, Point Arena 
Albion • , 

Noyo Harbof, Fort Bragg 
Shelter Cove 

*Sumn\otonty. 
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.of trolling for salmon out to about 15 
fathoms. The sma41 pier at Arena Cove 
IS bver/ocky bottom, and attracts sucfr^ 
rocky-shore species as striped and 
walleye surfperches. kelp greenling. 
black rockfish, ringcod. and oc- 
casionally cabezon. • 

To the'north at Manchester State 
Beach,\^elts are 'netted in the surf 
along'iandy stretches and good rock 
fishing sp«ts can be found at the nortK 
end. About a mile north of the State 
beach boundary at Alder Creelf, 
fishing IS good for surf smelt, redtail 
surfperch. and migrating salmon and 
steelhead around tjie creek mouth. 



FOKI Bk \M) Al HI()\ 

Sport fishing boats operate out of 
No>o Harbor, in Fort Bragg, and in 
some years out of Albion when 
weather permits. Most fishing is during 
the summer The rocky reefs along this 
coast are extremely productive for 
hngcod, cabezon. kek> greenling. and 
rockfishes. Blue, blagi^ yellowtail. and 
ohve* rockfishes as well as some red 
varieties "^such as copper, canary, * 
velloweye (turkey-red), vermilion, and 
chihpepj^r are taken. Reef areas^ 
atound rocky points adjacent to the 
Noyo and^Albion rivers' mouths are 
excellent spots for lingcod and red 
rockfish 

Offshore, anglers troll for chinook 
'and coho salmon fsom May to October 
in water 10 to 60 Fathoms deep At the^ 
height of the season in luly and 
A-ugust, coho move inshore to feed over 
reef areas, and during October and 
November they ^ congregate around 
river and creek mouths such as the 
Ten Mile River. Noyo River. Albion 
River. Caspar Creek, and the Navarro 
River. During this time skifL-fishing ^ 
reaches its peak around fne No\o 
River mouth. Most ocean skiff fishing 
**(for both salmon and^ bottomfish) 
occurs within 3 miles' of the whistle 
buoy about a mile west of the mouth of 
the Noyo River. To the south at Albion 
River, small-boat anglers axe -^warned 
that the dangerous bar at the entrance 
can be ( rosseU Only during r ertain tide 
" stages, and then only * during calm 
weather. ♦ . 

Tidewater fishing •takes pl^ce in 
both the Noyo and Albion rivers. Inside 
the Noyo River, coho are taken from 
October to' mid-December, and starry 
flounder are caught year-round with 
March bringing the, best^ catches. 
^ .'fperches (redtail and rainbow) are 
igKfin winter and spring (April and 



May best). Surfperches, )acksm6lt. and 
flounders are taken from piers in Noyo 
Harbor, and during summer and fall 
there is fishing from the north jetty at^ . 
the river entrance for sUrfpercbes 
(redtail,* shiner, and blacV).' lacksmelt.ff 
kelp greenling, and smaft black rock- 
fish. Striped surfperch show arouqd 
the jetty during, spring. The Albion 
River has tidewater fishing for cohe- in 
Octcjoer and November; surfperches 
and flounder also are taken here, as in\ 
the Noyo River. 

Shore anglers looking for-spotSsto 
fish on the coast around the Fort 
Bragg-Albidn area can try their luck 
between the towns of Elk and Albion, 
and at the State parks. Most of these 
areas have good rock fishing and poke- 
poling places, and beaches are good 
for redtail and calico surfperches as 
well as surf and night smelts. 

North of Mackerricher Park, 
smelts are surf netted around the 
mduths of practically all creeks— 
especially those between Westport and 
Rockport (Wages.^DeHaven, Hardy, 
and luan creeks). Juan Creek and the 
Ten Mile River also have good surf 
fishing for* redtail surfperch. and *the 
Ten Mile River mouth has good fall 
fishing for coho. 

North of Ro<;kport. State Highway 
I turns y(land through mountainous 
terrain and redwood forest, meeting up 
with U.S lorat Leggett. Twenty-se^ven 
miles north of Leggett. an access road 
lust north of Garberville (not shown on 
the* map) ieads- to Shelter Cove, the last 
fishing outpost along this section of 
roast 



Shelter Cove affords r&asonably 
good shelter from northwesterly winds, 
but. like Arena Cove, it is exposed to 
the full force of southerly and 
westerly winds. 'Skiffs can be rented 
during the summer and launched from - 
the beach with a special truck hoist. 
Bait and tackle also are available 
Though Shelter Cove is isolated artd 
lias no (locking or wharf facilities, skiff 
fishing here is excellent— parttr ularly 
for bottomfish Such rocky-bottom 
tvpes as hngcod. rabezon. greenlmgs. 
and rorkfishes (blue, black, copper. 
\elloweve. and vermilion) abound over 
the rocl^y reefs, and m July and 
August, skiffs work the covo for coho 
and chmook salmon Pacific halibut 
are sometim^js c aught by skiffs, and 
r(}dtail and other surfpenhes are 
taken by surf casters on the hearh 
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the Oregon BfSrdcr 



North of Cape Mendocino, dark sand 
beaches begin to interrupt rocky 
headlands more frequently, and targe 
rivers, famous for their migrating 
salmon and .sea-run trout, empty into 
the sea. The terrain is less steep near 
the ocean than areas to the south, but 
the coastline still maintains a rugged 
beauty of its— «<vn. Along this coast y 
(Chart 15) the magnificent coastal ' 
redwood trees thrive in the cool and 
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very damp climate so typical of the 
Pacific^ Northwest, 

Salmon is .by^r the most im- 
portant game fish m this region, and 
both chinook and coho salmon are 
taken during summer and" fall" Rock- 
fishes * and bther bottomfishes also 
enter the sport catch, especially in the 
north, but this type of fishing usually 
runs * a distant second to salmon 
fishing. 

Redtail surfperch are abundant 
and are available, year-round along 
sandy beaches and in tidewater, with 
spring and early summer bringing the 
b^^ catches. Surf smelt are netted 
from Match through September, and 
night smelt run from February through 
r(iid-May« Along-^e occasional 'rocky 
slfretches. black and grass rockfisties. 
and kelp and rock greenhngs are taken 
by rjock anglers. 1n most places there 
is year:round fishing in tidewater for 
starry flounder and surfpercl>es. with 
spring bringing tlie best catches, 
Eulachon. or candlefish. are dip netted 
in the Klamath. Smith, and Mad rivers 
and in Redwood Creek m April and 
May, Winter steelhead run in most 
rivers October through March, with 
peak fishing in December and January, 
Summer steelhead run in the Klamath 
and Eel rivers from July through 
September, and sea-run cutthroat trout 
occur in the more northerly rivers, fall 
through spring. Mud flats and beaches 
along^this stretch of coast are famous 
for their jjaper. Washington, littleneck. 
soft shell, and razor clams. Crabbing 
for Dungeness crab also is popular 
along this coast during winter and 
spring, especially at Crescent City. 
Humboldt Bay. ^nd in the Eel River, 
Lagoon. 
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The first coastal fishing area 
north of Cape Mendocino that is 
reasonably accessible is at Centerville 
Beach; and around the mouth of the Eel 
River, In the Eel River lagoon, most 
fishing is from skiffs, although there is 
shore fishing also. Steelhead ^ are 
caught in summer and fall with larger 
fish landed late in the season. During 
most years chinook salmon enter the 
lagoon in August and run through 
October, coho salmon begin to a'ppear 
later, around November. Stjarry 
flounder and surfperches also are 
taken in the lagoon. South of the Eel 
River there is surf netting for surf 
(day) smelt and casting for redtail 
surfperch along the sandy* beach at 
Centerville County Park. 

North of EebRiver U,S. 101 tprns 
toward the coast as it approachefe the 
to\vn of Eureka, a cepter of fishing 
Q vity during the salmon season. A 
bie party boat and skiff fishery 



operates' out of Humboldt Bay. and 
boats fish almost, exclusively for 
chinook and* coho. Standard fishing 
methods are trolling and drifting 
("mooching") bait close to the bottom. 
Fishing takes place from May to 
October with chinook being the fir^ to 
show. July and August are considfred 
* the best fishing months as significant 
numbers of coho begin to be caught, 
Salmon move in close to the beaches 
and around the jetties at the harbor 
entrance as the season progresses.*^ 
During this time skiffs venture out into 
the ocean to join the party boat fleet 
and ^ the entrance channel ' soon 
becomes a 'favorite spot for chinook 
, fishing. Small-boat fishermen are 
warned not to negotiate the harbor 
entcance on an outgoing tide— large 
breakers form along the bar and make 
this^ highly dangerous area. ' 

Inside Humboldt Bay there is 
tidewater fishing from skiffs for 
jacksmelt. sharks, rays, and surf- 
perches (mostly redtail. walleye, silver, 
and shiner). Sharks are plentiful in 
Areata Bay. and leopard shark fishing 
IS excellent in Mad River Slough during 
summer. Sturgeons sometimes are * 
taken around the ruins of the old-^ 
lumber loading ramp at the head, of I 
Areata Channel, South Humboldt Bay 
IS mostly a clamming area, but *here 
also IS angling for some of the species 
mentioned above and rockfishes. which 
are taken consistently by anglers over 
the artificial reef during slack tide andi 
when the water is dear. Rockfishes 
^ are taken also around the breakwater 
at Buhne Point,' 
Ijft The ocean beaches adiacent to the 
^■Iboldt Bay entrance from the North 
and South spits have shore fishing. On 
the South Spit, anglers cast for redtail 
and silver surfperches. and net surf 
and night smelts in the surf. The south 
jetty is & popular fishing spot for blue 
and black rockfishes. kelp greenling. 
lingcod. cabezon. surfperches (striped 
and redtail). lacksmeK. and coho and 
chinook salmon (in summer). Species 
caught from the North Spit are similar 
to those taken alo^g the South Spit, but 
permission from the Coast Guard , is 
needed to fish the tip of the spit as 
well as the north jetty where grass : 
J rockfish are especially plentiful. 

\ Another- jetty, on the bay side of the 
North Spit, is a good spot for lingcod. 
kelp greenhng. cabezon. and rocTcfishes* 
(blue. black..and grass). 

A popular shore fishing site on the • 
V eastern side of the bay is at Buhne 
Point around the electric power plapt 
warm-water outfall, where good 
numbers of redtail surfperch are 
taken, as well as walleye and silver 
surfperches and other bay fishes. 
Shore anglers also catch a variety of ' 
surfpqrohes' (pile, shiner, redtail. 
silver, white, and striped) , around the 



railroad bridge that spans Eureka 
Slough. Pier fishing is allowed at a 
number of docks at Fields Landing. 
Buhne Point, and Eureka, where the 
catch consists usually of jacksmelt. 
topsmelt. staghorn sculpin. kelp 
greenling. and surfperches (mostly 
striped, white, and shiner). 




Mad Riv1?k^oktm to thk 
TkiNiDAiyHEAi) Area 

At Mad River, most fishing is in 
the lagoon section for coho and winter- 
run steelhead (lanuary to March), 
although a few chinook are landed. 
Along beaches adjacent to the river 
mouth and north to Little River State 
Beach, there is good shore casting for 
redtail surfperch an^d netting for surf 
and night smelts, Steelhead r\in in 
Little River in winter, sea-run' cut- 
throat trout appear in spring, and^ 
salmon occasionally run up the river in 
fall. 

About a mile north of Little River 
at the soutljerrt end* of LuffenhoUz 
Beach (a sandy beach bordered by 
rock outcroppings). access to shore is ' 
difficult in places, but there is good 
rocky-shore ' fishing for rockfishes, 
, cabezon. and kelp greenling. and 
excellent smelt tietting and surfxasting 
for redtail surfperch along the sandy- 
shore section, 

Trinida^d Harbor offers ocean 
salmon fishirtg and bottomfishing in 
summer, and pier and^ rocky-shore 
fishing year-round. The salmon catch 
is mostly coho. and best fishing^ is in 
July and August. Blue and black rock- 
fishes. hngco(J? kelp greenhng. and 
cabezon are caught in the salmon 
fishing areas and inshore over rocky 
reefs. There is pier fishing in the 
harbor for' jacksqielt. surfperches 
Redtail, walleye, and striped), kelp 
greenling. and cabezon. 

To the north. rockfisheS., 
greenlings. and surfperches are taken 
from rocky beaches at Trinidad State 
Beach and Patricks Point State Park, 




North of Patricks Point 
, TO THE Klamath River 

North of Patricks Point tjj$*^(N;e 
becomes lined with, sand dunes, and 
beaches have excellent runs of supf 
and ijiight smelts and redtail surfperch. 
The' large brackish-water lagoons 
along this section of the coast have 
sporadic year-round fishing for cut- 
throat trout and small steelhead. Big 
L^cgbon and Stone Lagoon sometimes 
Oreak' open to the sea during high 
water, at which time salmon and 
steelhead move in. North of Dry 
Lagoon State Patk, beaches backed by 
evei^green-crowned bluffs have good 
runs of ,surf and night smelts and 
redtail surfpefch— particularly the 
Gold Bluffs area (reached by way of 
Fern Canyon Roa'd). 

The Klamath River is famous for 
its excellent runs of chinook salmon 
and steelhead. The tidewater section 
of the river is heavily fished by skiff 
and shore anglers— there is no skiff 
fishing in the ocean. Chinook start 
running in mid-JuJy or August and 
continue through October. Although 
most fislf are landed from skiffs which 
jam the lower river during the height 
of the season (Au'gugt to September), 
many also are taken by anglers casting 
from shore^^ around the river mouth. 
Coho enter the catch in mid- to late 
September, and the run may last until 
December. Steelhead begin their run in 
July and continue to run through 
November or later,, depending on river 
conditions. Other fish caught in 
tidewater include redtail surfperch, 
starry flounder, white and green 
sturgeons, and eulachon. Along 
beaches adjacent to the Klamath River 
mouth, surf netters strain the breakers 
for surf ,and night smelts, and bait 
casters fish fot redtail surfperch and 
starry flounder. 

North of« the ^lamath, near the 
soutis* border of Del Nonte Coast 
Redw)ods State Park, netters, rock 
anglers, and surf casters fish from 
'shore around the mouth of Wilson 
Creek. Within the creek, chinook and 
coho salmon, summer steelhead, and 
sea-run cutthroat are taken. 
/ ' 

^ Crescent City 

The harbor at Cresdent City is 
well protected from sea and weather 
by extensive seawalls which flank its 
perimeter and by the Point St. George 
headland^ llie fishing fleet is ba^ed'at 
Crescent City Boat Basin between the 
east seawall and the gublic fishjng 
pier, an area known as Citizen's Dock. 
Party boat and skiff anglers fish for 
saTmon pd bottomfish, weather ^ 
norrmHJng. SalmoH trolRng (mainly for 
w--w-.T^" usually begins in June and 



continues through September, with 
^best catches made in July and August. 
Linggod, cabezon, kelp greenling, rock- 
fishes, and ' Pacific halibut also are 
taken in the salmon areas, but best 
bottomfishing is found usually pirthfer 
inshore close fo rocky' reefs along the 
5-fathom curve from Sister Rocks to 
the harbor entrance and along the 10- 
fathom curve from (Jhase Ledge north 
to St. George's Reef. Species of rock- 
'fish that enter the catch include black, 
blue, china, vermilion, and bocaccio. 

Shore anglers take blue and l?iack 
rockfishes, lingcod, and kelp aijd rock 
greenlings from the west breAwater 
and along rocky shores north to Point 
St. George. There is^^pier fishing at 
Citizen's Dock for starry -flounder, kelp 
greenling, sui^perches (striped and 
redtail), and jacksmelt. Occasionally, 
large' schools of surf smelt appear 
around ^the dock and are taken by 
snagging; herring are taken during late 
winter and early spring. Pier anglers 
also trap Dungeness crab in ring nets 
during winter and spring. Both 'surf 
*and nighf smelts are netted along 
beaches south of the harbor and north 
of Point St. George, with surf smelt 
predominating along northern beaches. 



The Smith River ' 

H^The Smithy River mouth and the 
tidewater lagoon seation have con- 
L^idHyable slciff fishing . during the 
salmon season. Chinook is the most 
♦sought-after, and fish weighing 25 to 
30 pounds are not uncommon. The 
season j^ually extends from September 
Ifrpugh December; late September and 
October are peak fishing times in 
tidewater. Some coho also are taken; 
most are landed ffi^ October and 
November. Sea-run cutthroat^rout are 
caught from shore a.nd skiffs from 
September th/ough May, with peak 
fishing in March and April. A few 
winter steelhead are caught in the 
lagoon from December through Marph, 
and eulachon are dip nettecf during 
their run in spring. Starry flounder, 
surfperches (mostly redtail), a'nd 
cabezon are caught year-round in 
tidewater, and redtail surfperch and 
surf and night smefts 'are taken along 
the beach south .of the river mouth. 
North along the coasi anglers fish Xhei 
rocky shores of Pelican State ^Beach for 
black rockfish and other rocky-shore 
fishes, and for night smelN along sandy 
stretches. — 
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From the California-Oreg^ border to south of Coos 
coastline is rugged with few extensive s^ndyCbeachts! 
Coos Bay* north, the coastliRe is generally wide, ^idy. 

^ beaches interspe^rsed with * rugged headlands. This type 
coastline extends to .north of Grays Harbor, Wash. Fajrther 
northi^ihe coast off northwest Washington from a^out Cape 
Elizabeth is again a rocky one. with small, sandy beached 
between the rock^ headlands. Beginning at*lhe Strait of Tuarij 
de Fuca and continuing eastward throughout the greatei^ 
Puget Sound area is one of the most picturesque coastlines 

. and interesting fishing areas along the Pacific coast. . 0 <j 
The rugged water and sea-state conditions so common to 
the northern CalifDrnfa coast continue northward to off.Cape 
Flattery, the northwesternmost point of Washington. 

Cape.Blanco^ Oreg., marks' th'fe northern boundary of the 
major coastal *'upwelling'* area of nearshore cool water that 
exteiii^ along the coast south to Point Conception. Calif.^ 
Thougn some coastal upwelling is evident' along the coast 
north of Cai>e Blanco^-^it is minor when, compared to the 
magnitude qf^ that T)fmir>ing_4o the-^outn of Cape Blanco 
during, late spring, /supimer. and early fall. The coastal 
^ ^^ of central Omson to offsliore central Washington are. 

El\IjC anaajor pai;t of 4h.e_year. under the influence of the 




^^.ea^ttrrfio portion^ of the Nortji Pacific eastward^flowing 
^ |Kirrent,[or North Pacific Drift/ The current has a moderating 
uence on coastal temperatures in this area, and d^ng 
e ^mmer sea surfacV" temperatures are several degi^Bes 
w'armer/off northern . Oregon' to central Washin^toil uian 
those found both to the sduth toward California and the'nprth 
toward British Cplumbia. ^'"^^v 

Many of the eame species are* common to the coastal 
Waters of Oregon, Washington, and ^oiltheastern and south 
central Alaska; salmon species are of primary interest to the 
mi^ine game"* fish angle? in the northwest. Whpn con- 
centrations of albacore migrate close to the coasts of Ojtegbn 
and Wasl^ington during the summer, a sport albacore troll 
afid live-bait fishery develops. This is one of the few pelagic 
marine gam^ species, aside from salmon (which are 
anadromoos)^ that are takeh offshore on the high seaa. 

Thoifgh the major speciaj$ of interest in the greater Puget 
Soynd area, as on the open' 'coast, are chinook anjd coho 
salmon and. to a lepspr degree, halibut, excellent fisning for 
sea-run cutthroat and Dolfy^ Vard6'n» trout, as well many 
species of bottomfish such as flatfishes, rockfishes? cabezon, 
lingco{j, 'and jgreenlings^ make^this inside waterv^ay area a 
most productive one for the marine angler, 
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16 Calltopnia-Oreflon Bordtir 
to Cape Blanco 



From just north of the California 
border to above Cape Blanco (Chart 
16) is one of the mor^e rugged, yet 
accessible sections of the Pacific coast. 
The shoreline is, for the most parrt. 
^ ^rocky with high ergded bluffs stand- 
ing abovl^ the beach and the high- 
water lin^. Many submerged and 
exposed rocky reefs, extending from 
the shoreline out to about 10 to 15 
fathoms, turn much of the coast into a 
hazardous area for the inexperienced 
angler. When safely /ished, however, 
these areas will prove, to be productive 
ones f6T many species of fish, and 
shellfish. 

NearMhe California-Oregon border 
the offshoj-e bottom topography slopes 
gently westward frorn shore and. the 
50-fathom depth curve is about 3 
nautical miles offshore. The nearshore 
'bottom is - generally rock and sand; 
outside the lO-fathom depth curve the 
bottom IS composed of brown, black, or 

o gray sand. 

Three fishing ports— Chetco Bay 
at Brookjngs, with ^pne of the best 
small-boat harbors along the southern 
Oregon coast, the famous Rogue River 
estuary at Gold Beach, and the small 
fishing port of Port Orford— provyfe 
good locations for bay. nearshore, and 
offsh6re marine sport fishing along this 
rugged section of coast. 

lust north of the California-Oregon 
border is the Winchuck River, a small 
coastal river that has a chinook 
, salmorf run and is fished near the 
mouth in late fall. Inostl^a^ovember 

^ ^nd December. SteelhfflB a>e taken 
from the" lower .Wi'nchuclc River 
throughout the winter, starting after 
the first early winter rains. 

^hetco Bay at Brookings is in- 
creasing In iJtopularity as a small-boat 

i-^p.y^ir an(( has excellent facihties for 
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fhe many thousands of anglers who 
fish offshore and in the Chetco" River 
and estuary each year, A substantial 
breakwater provides for easy access to 
the ocean.V except during severe 
southerly styms. A sizable charter 
-boat fleet is^vailable for fishing the 
nearby/ coafetal reefs for bottomfishes 
prior to June, and for salmon during 
the rest of the year. These boats 
occasionally go offshore for albacore if 
the fish are reported to be available 
within cruising distance. 

Most salmon lan^led at Chetco Bay 
are coho; the best fishing begins in July 
and lasts through August and Sep- 
tember. A good chinook run occurs 
^offshore in early fall. Offshore rocky 
reefs are good for rockfishes and 
lingcod. Within the Chetco River., 
anglers take cutthroat trout and winter 
steelhead. •A^good run of chinook 
occurs from late September to 
February. A few coho enter the river 
late September through December. The 
jetties at the bay entrance- are good 
locations for poke-poling among the 
rocks for monkeyface eels and fishing 
for rockfishes. sometimes greenlings, 
and surfperches. 

Anglers fish near the jetties along 
the ^ beach in the lower bay for surf- 
perch, and there is a limited tidewater 
fishery for starry flounder (May to 
August), black rockfish, lingcod. 
greenlings, surfperches (redtail and 
silver), and cabezon. Immediately west 
of the breakwater, below the town of 
Brookings, is a sheltered rocky-bottom 
area good for fishing surfperches, < 
rockfishes, and greenlings, 

' Northwest of the bay entrance, 
gravel pockets along the beaches are 
reported to be good for digging lit- 
tleneck clams. From the Chetco Rivei«^ 
north to just^sotrtfi of (he Rogue River 
entrance, are good shores for picking 
abalone during extreme low . tides. 
Generally, abalone can be found* along 
the southern .Oregon coast from 
Brookings to Port Orford and to south 
of Coos Bay.^They are available off 
rocky shores* and on offshore sub- 
merged reefs. 

About 15 nfiles south of the Rogu6 
River entrance is the Pistol River. In 
the lower tidewater section, angler^ 
take chinook and a few coho salmon 
from October through the first of 
December. Sfeelheao runs are common 
from December tfirough February, an^ 
sea-run cutthroat trout are cau^flr 
frequently in June, ^ 

The beach nea r the mouth of 
Myers Creek, ^^\h of Cape Sebastian, 
is a good area for digging razop clams. 
^Qs IS the shore ajong the smalf^coastal 
tSay immediately south oF Cape 
Sebastian. ^ 

The Rogue River is the major river 
system jn southern Oregon and flows 
into the Pacific Ocean at Gold Beach.* 
This river produces .a variety of 
fishing, and excellent facilities for the 
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an^r can be foiffid on t)oth sides of 
the lower river at Wedderburn and 
Gold Beach. The bar at the Rogue 
River entrance can be dangerous, as 
most coastal ba^s are. despite con- 
siderable improvement of the jetties in 
recent years. However, once outside 
the entrance, the angler may fish for 
salmon and a variety of other ocean 
fish. A submerged ^reef is near the 
shore south of the Rogue River mouth, 
and the well-known Rogue River Reef 
is northwest of the entrance. Good 
bottomfishing is found near these reefs 
and exposed rocks, which are also a 
good source of red abalone. 

In the lower tidewater section* of 
the Ro^iie River the major fishery is ^ 
for salmon; 'trolling for summer-run 
chinook is best during August. There is 
also a fajl run of chinook from Sei> 
tember to Novemberr^teelhead are 
present in summer (August to Sep- 
tember), and cpho from October to 
December. Other marine ' species 
available in » the lower Rogue River 
tidewater are surfperches (redtail. 
silver, white, and walleye)^ smelts, 
Jingcod, greenlings, and starry 
flounder. Many of these mariAe species 
are more common during mid- and late 
summer when the freshwater flow of 
the river is decreased, -allowing a 
greater influx of salt water into the 
estuary. 

North of the Rogue River entrance 
is a sandy beach reported to be good 
for digging razor clams. Fishinjg is good, 
for rockfishes. itn^d. and greenhngs 
along the rocky shd^ehne from Otter 
Point north. 
^ North along th^ coast is ^?5^? 
Orford, a small h^bor providing 
anchorage and a dock\area partially 
j protected by a break^^at^rV^^SpiM't 
fishing facilities and a launcfiingramp 
for small boats *a re available. /Offshore 
from Port Orford feeding ch\n^0 and 
* coho are taken throughout the. summer 
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Dune to September) Siiico there js no 
fmi|or nver system emptyinj^ into the 
ocean at Port Orford. fishing off this 
areaf must rely on the migration of 
feeding salmon along the coast Periods 
of productive salmon fishing are more 
variable here than off fishing ports 
near the mouths jif river systems wi 
spavw'ning runs of saTnTt^'n. However 
good bottomfishing can be found about 
the jetty and off the beach. Both north 
and south of the port arp good shore- 
fishing spots for redtail. silver, and 
other vspeeies of surf perches and 
greenlings. Starry flounder frequently 
are taken nearshore over smooth 
bottom. 

* Along the coast between Port 
Orford and Cape Bl anco IS the Elk 
River, a good winter steelhead ;^tream 
vvith best catches being made during 
December and lanuary Chinook fishing 
is usually best during October and 
November, the Elk River has a large 
run of hate herv chinook. A few cohxx^ 
are taken during October. ' 

North of C^ipi* F31a«co. the 
westernmost point of the 48 contiguous 
States, is the Sixes River This river is 
a good-sized coastal stream, having a 
fine winter steelhead run with best 
fishing ,il)()\e tidewater during 
ne( ember and lanuarv. Adujt chinook 
<ind a.'ftjw coho enter the lower 
cstuarv in the fall, October and 
November are usualiv the best fishing 
months for these- species. Razor clams 
(Kcasionallv are dug. jusf south of the 
muuth ui th(^ Sixes River <it extreme 
minus tides. 
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Iliis se( tion of the Oregon roast (Chart 
17) (o\t»rs the (^oquille River and Coos 
Hav ,irea Northwest of (^apo- Blanc o 
O foastal sh(»lf widens and the 
fline becomes predominantly wido" 
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jndy beaches, except for an in- 
^ueiit rocky point. The submarine*^ 
toflpgraphy is relatively smooth and 
descends to 50 fathoms about 5 to 6 
miles\)ffshore. The bottom types are 
^ray sand, and sand and shells iti the 
/wer coastal ^ areas, and green 
mud in the deeper offshore areas. 

The entrance of the Coquille River 
into the Pacific Dcean is located about 
midway between Cape Blanco and 
Coos Bay., at, the town of Bandon. feest 
fishing for coho and chinook salmon 
entering the Coquille River system is 
offshore of the river entrance from lafe 
May or )une through September, 
Salmon fishing starts in the lower river 
chamiel and upstream in -September 
and continues until November. In late 
summer and fall the lower Coquille has 
a fishery for sea-run cutthroat trout. 
Strip^ bass are taken also in the river 
north of Bandon. 

Throughout the^ summer anglers 
, fish for chinook and coho offshore of 
the Coquille River durisag calm 
weather. E^ottomfishing is popular from 
and about the jetties and offshore to • 
the south, toward Coquille Point, for 
species of rockfisKe^s. lingcod. 
greenlings., cabezon. and flounders. 
Tne jetties are^ short, however, and 
rough water often restricts sport 
-Ashing offshore. 

South of the Coos Bay entrance on 
the north side of Capq. Arago are good 
sandy beachesjor smelt fishing during 
the summer. Along .the rocky shore in 
the Cape Arago area, some of the fre- 
quently caught species V are green- 
lings, starry flounder, redtail surf- 
perch, hngcod, cabezon. and black 
rockfish. 

Fishing a^yig the Coos Bay jetties, 
either from a boat or a jetty, 
sometimes yields redtail and striped 
surfperches. lingcod. black and copper 
rockfishes. cabezon. greenlings. and 
starry flounder The south jetty is 
rQported ifT offer better fishinrg and is 
easily accessible to the shore angler 
Razor clams are dug at Bastendorff 
Bench immediately south of the jetty. 
In addition to the offshore salmon 
fishing areas sliown on the chart. 
Chinook occasionally are taken by the 
letiy angler from deep holes alongside 
both jetties. Small boats fish fgr 
salmon at this -|t3tty entrance area as 
well as ovf^ the deep holes on the 
(>)os Bay bar Most salmon fishing is 
between the bar and the whistle^ 
buov— coho are us;uallv found* in the 
upp(?r layers over deep watfT and 
sometimes ar(^ tnk(;n*^ farther offshore' 
than chinook In the offshore ^area. 
?)0"o of all salmon caught are coho 

, (mid-June to October]: some chinook 
also are tak^n (April to October). 

#Alb<i(()re (barter trips are 
snmetimes madf offshore during )iily 
iiud August if the <dh<i( ore run is 
w^un ,j reasonable (iistan( (• of <>^)os 

.F^ay 
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Fishing IS good for starry flounder 
and surfperches inside the Coos Bay 
enf^ance. These fish can be caught 
from a public pier alongside the 
Charleston Bridge. 

Coos Bay^has excellent facilities 
for the angler wishing to use charter 
, boats or his own trailer boat. These 
*»are available at Charleston Boat Basin 
, en the south side of the Coos Bay 
entraace. The lower ^ bay is a good 
area for fishing starry flounder, rock- 
fishes (off Fossil Point), -and surf- 
perches (white, pile, silver, redtail. 
and walleye). Striped bass are fished 
in the lower bay near North Bend and 
Empire during the summer. Clamming 
and crabbing also are popular in the 
bay. 

Chinook enter Coos Bay in the fall 
and fishing' ig^good in upper Coos River 
in October and November Coho are 
caught in November, and steelhead 
from ^ No\*emher to January. Striped 
bass are taken in some of the sloughs 
entering the bay.^ in the upper river 
during wint(;r. and within the bay itself 
in late spring and summer. Some- of the 
best fishing for ^striped bass and shad 
.IS available in the upper tidewater in 
the Millicoma and Coos rivers, v^^here 
fishing is usually good from March 
through May 

North of Mhe Coos Bay entrance 
redtail surf perch are taken along the 
sandy shore. 
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18 'I'mpquaKivnrHnd 
SiuslawRhiHAnni 



A considerable amount of offshore and 
tidewater fishing takes place along this 
section of the coast (Gfiart 18). 

About 20 miles -north of Coos Bay 
is Salmon Harbor, on Winchester Bay, 
It is one of the fastest developing 
marine sport fishing ports on the 

§ coast An extensive jetty system 
s access , from the Winchester 
pqua River system to the open 
during most of the year. 



Excelli 
angler 



jit facilities for the marine 
ire available af Salmon Harbor. 



More )oat basin facihties are being 
built, all near the Umpqua River 
jetties. This place ranks as one of the 
best for salmon fishing along the 
Pacific coast. 

Only a short distance north along 
the coast from thg^ Umpqua River 
entrance is the Siuslaw River, another 
important coastal sport fishing area on 
the soylh c^tral Oregon coast. 

The bottom topography off this 
section of the coast is relatively 
ssmooth. deepening from shore to a 
depth of 50 fathoms about 4 miles off 
the Umpqua River and about 6 miles to 
the west of the Siuslaw River. Bottom 
types are generally gray^sand in the 
inshore area, green ' mud and gray 
sand offshore. About 27 miles due we^t 
of the Siuslaw River entrance is 
Heceta Bank, one* of the well-known 
fishing spots off the south central 
Oregon coast. 

Coho and chinook salmon are 
t^ken outside 'the Umpqu^ River bar 
from June to early October, up to the 
time when the fall run up the river 
begins. Coho are usually found farther 
offshore than chiiioolc and enter the 
fishery earlier in the year, while 
chinook appear later and nearer the 
river entrance. Mo re than QC^/o of the 
'g-^ore catch TT^o^ A good fishing 
or chinoolc most of the seaspn is 



ERIC 



in the Umpqua River bar area. Both 
north and souths a distance of 2 to 3 
miles 'from the entrance, are reefs 
having several desirable species of 
bottomfishes. The catches consist 
primaHly *of rockfishes (quillback, 
bocaccio, vermilion, canary, black, and 
china). 

Along the outside of the Umpqua 
River jetties during the summer, 
anglers on-tho- jett^ or nearby in small 
boats catch "^^ao occasional salmon; 
however, the majo^ fishes taken in this 
area are rockfishes, lingcod, and 
surfperches. On ttie inside of the 
jetties anglers tal^ rockfishes, starry 
flounder, greenmi^gs, tomcod, and 
surfperches (redtail, walleye, white, 
silver, and pile). Much the same 
complex of species taken off the Ooos 
Bay jetties also is caught off the 
Umpqua River jetties, A good place for 
fishing the entrance channel is from 
the old U.S. Coast Guard pier on the 
south side of the channel. 

In Salmon Harbor, herring 
(February to Octoberf and anchovy 
(June to October) are jigged from the 
docks. Clamming is very popular in the 
Umpqua River, and there is some 
crabbing in tlxe. lower river,, in Win- 
chester Bay. and from the docks in 
Salmon Harbor. Usual^ a small run of 
chinook enters Winchester Bay during 
April and May; however, the principal 
run oT chinook in the bay is in the fall, 
during September and October, 

The lower Umpqua River has' a 
striped bass fishery, and this is a good 
.alternative to salmon fishing when con- 
ditions on the Umpqua River bar are 
unfavorable in the summfer for offshore 
salmon fishtng. Anglera* fish from the 
bank along the lower river for striped 
bass, starry flounder, and for coho and 
chinook salmon during their September 
and October migration toward the 
upper *' river. Sturgeons (white and 
green) are oftei) caught in the Umpqua 
River tidewater! from the Big Bend up 
to about 1 mile above the town of 
ReedspOrt. Farther up, the river has 
both a summer (July and August) and 
winter (November through January) 
steelhead fisTRery. and sea^run cut- 
throat trout are taken iii this avea in 
late fall. Spring chinook fishing ia 
pbpular upri^er at city of ScoUsburg 
and Mill Creek. 

Twenty^four miles north of the 
UmpqUa River is the Siuslaw River, 
where improvements in the entrance 

. jetty system make it possible to fish 
outside in the ocean during most of the 
summer/ However, bar conditions at 
the Siuslaw River entrance frequently 
become unfavorable for small boats, so 
local advice should be robtained on 
?mall-boat navigation over the bar. 
^__Offshore of the Suisla^v River, 
i^oho and chinook fishing is reported to 

/be goodJI^iom June through September. 

[ with May to August best. There is 
fishing off the north jetty for lingcod. 



1 • Old Coast Guard Rer 

2^ • • • • Salmon Harbor 

3 • ' # • ♦ ReedspOrt, Umpqua R. 

4 • Echo Resort, Umpqua R. 

5 # • • Umpqua iviarlna 

6 • Gardiner. Umpqua R. 

7 „ • River entrances 

} 

8 • Noers Ramp, Siuslaw R.*, 



redtail^ and striped surfperches. black 
and copper rockfishes. cabezon, starry 
flounder, and greenlings. Inside the 
s river in the lower bay and tidewater 
sections, fishing for chinook and coho 
is good during tl«e fall runs in Sep- | 
tember' through Novembw. Surf- 
perches also are caught ijr this area 
(white, gtriped. pile, .walleye, and 
silver), art^ there are crabbing and , 
digging for gapers and softshell clams 
above the Highway 101 bridge. 

From the town of Florence to the 
river mouth, fishing is good for surf- 
perches and -starry flounder. From 
about Siboco east upriver., the major 
fishery is for sea-run cutthroats; 
fisHjing usually begins in July and lasts 
through the summer. Anglers in thi^ 
ut)river area fish for<;oho and chinook 
starting in laje . September and con- 
tinuing into November. Also, tjiere is a 
shad fishery n^ar the head of 
'tidewater in spring. ^ 

About 8 miles north of the Siuslaw 
River is- the prominent coastal 'land- 
mark. Heceta Head. Along the shore of 
Heceta Head ax/e several good rocky- 
shore fishing areas for black rockfish, 
redtail surfperch, lingqpd, greenluigs, 
and cabezon. Starry flouMler and^nd 
* sole are taken over sandy bottom 
which intersperses rocky areas. 
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The central Oregoin coast (Chart 19) 
presents a mixtures of broad sandy 
beaches backed in some areas by high 
bluffs and hills and rocky points. The 
prominent coastal points are Heceta 
Head. Cape Perpetuar Yaquina Head. 
Cape . Foulweather. Cascade Head. 
Cape Kiwanda,, and Cape Lookout. / 

The offshore coastal shelf north- 
west from Heceta Head widens end 
the 50-fathom depth contour is about 
10 miles offshore. The shelf narrows 
off Cape Foulweather to about 5 to 6 
miles wide out to the 50-fathom curve. 
South and west^of Newport, the major 
deepwater port /along this section of 
the coa'st. is Stonewall Bank, a well- 
known offshore fishing place. The 
bottom off this area is generally sand, 
gravel, and gray sand. A number of 
iliajor rivers empty into the Pacific 
Ocean along this section of the coast: 
the ,Alsea,> Yaquina. Siletz, and 
Nestucca rivers. In tidewater and 
about the entrances of these rivers can 
be found fishing grounds for a number 
of ctesirable marine and anadromous 
species. 

North of Heceta He^d is a 10-mile 
area of coast noted* for its excellent 
shore fishing areas for black rockfish, 
redtail surfperch, lingcod, greenlings, 
cabezon. The rugged coastal terrain.' 
however, limits access to this excellent 
fishing area. North of Cape Perpetua 
about the mouth of the Yachats River, 
shore fishing is good for surfperches 
and smelts. Surf smelt runs are ex- 
cellent during summer and early fall. 
This area also has good shore fishing 
for greenlings, lingcod, redtaif surf- 
perch, and rockfishes. Occasionally, 
coho salmon are caught September to 
November: however, this location h^is 
O r a small salmon run. Steelhead 
in entering the river in late 
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November; December and January are 
good months for catching this species. 

The first sizable river north of 
Heceta Head is the Alsea River, 
emptying into the Pacific Ocean near 
the town of Waldport. The channel 
entrance to the Alsea River from the 
ocean is not protected by a jetty 
system, and conditiob^ over the en- 
trance bar'are much toj) hazardous for 
boats. One of "the favome sites for the 
shore angler is about North Point, 
where coho and^jhinook are landed 
during late summer \nd fall. The 
ttdewater fisha^ foi chihook extends 
from August to October; tha fishery for 
coho, from AugusMo Nove>nber. There 
is consfderable fismng from inside the 
bar along shore ank from small boats 
from upper tidewater to below the 
highway bridge. Fishing areas for 
salmon change from the lower bay to 
the upper bay and then into upper 
tidewater as the fish migrate to fresh 
water. Cutthroat trout are taken by 
trolling in upper tidewarer from July to 
October (August peak). Within the 
bay* starry flounder are taken during 
'^'^ummer, and surfperches (walleye, 
striped, white, and silver) are common 
in the patch from spring through fall. 
Softshell c^ams are dug in the shallow 
^reasyknd crabs are c^ji^ht in the bay 
Q»riflg sumnnfer. 

Approximately 5 miles north of the 
Alsea River is Seal Rock, a good shore- 
fishing area for surfperches (redtail, 
silver, and striped) and greenlings. 

The next major marine fishing port 
to the north of Seal Rock is Yaquina 
Bay. Because of its 'importance as a' 
n»CTieationai fishing area it has been 
Covered separately. (See Chart 20.) 

North of Yaquina Bay from Gull 
Rock to Depoe Bay (see inset), shore 
fishing is excellent for greenlings, 
cabezon, lingcod. black Tockfish, and 
for redtail and striped surfperches. 

Depoe Bay is one of the most 
scenic small-boat ports ^iong the 
Pacific 9oast. The bay is very small 
and connected to the ocean by a short 
and narrow ^ock-lined channel bor- 
dered on both sides by rough, rocky 
shore and breaking waves. The bay 
itself has little fishiftg. ^Charter boat 
facihties are available at Depoe Bay 
for offshore salmon fishing during 
summer and early fail, and occasional* 
trips are made offshore for alb^core 
during July and August if the tuna are 
within operating distance. Off this 
area, bottomfishing is good^or species 
of rockfishes. flounders, and lingcod. 
Coho are fished from June through 
October, with late July and early 
August best. Of the salmon caught 
offshore in this area, 90% are coho. 

To the north at the Siletz River, 
shore fishing is good near the entrance 
for several species of surfperches, 
rockfishes, and greenlings. The Siletz 
River has a fairly large entrance to the 
Pacific Ocean, but the bar is often too 



dangerous for boats. Inside Siletz Bay, 
fishing is heavy throughout the lower 
bay channel for chinook from August 
through October, and for coho from 
August to Noven%ber. Surfperches (pile, 
white, silver, striped, and walleye) also 
are taken within the bay, as well as 
starry flounder, which are fished on 
the tide flats and in the channel (best 
fishing January to May). The bay has 
some crabbing and sea-run cutthroat 
are caught in tidewater from July to 
October. ' 

Farther north, the Salmon River 
empties into the Pacific -Ocean just 
below Cascade Head at the small 
community of Three Rocks. During 
calm water, small boats sometimes fish 
offshore for salmon close to Cascade 
Head. Around the river entrance, 
bottomfishing is good for cabezon, 
black and copper rockfishes. lingcod, 
and greenlings. In tidewater, starry 
flounder are taken in summer, sea-run 
cutthroats frcjfn, July through Sep- 
tember.^ and cqbo and chinook from 
August through Octqber. 

One o£ the more noted fishing 
places along the Oregon coast is the 
Nestucca Bay-Pacific XDity area. 
Charter operations near Pacific City 
use surf dories to fish in the ocean off 
Cape Kiwanda and Haystack Rock for 
salmon [June through the summer) and 
bottomfish. Of the saimoif caught in 
this area, 80% are coho. The dories 
are available for daily charter. This is 
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the only place along the Pacific cSast 
with such a facility available to the 
public. Only on* rare occasions, when 
near-flat calms prevail, do small boats 
venture out of the mouth of Nestucca 
Bay'. The entrance bar is, very 
dangerous, and caution is mandatory. 
In the bay. fishing is excellent for 
starry flounder, and in the tidewater 
section of the Nestucca River, chinook 
and coho are taken from June to 
November. Fall runs of chinook provide 
the best fishing from September 
through October: coho are fished in 
October^ Steelhead are taken in upper 
tidewater from November to March, 
and sea-run cutthroats are fished from 
June "through August. The tidewater^ 
section- of the Little Nestucca Ri^r has 
muclv^ the same species composition ' 
and tilling for runs of s-almon as the 
Nestu^^a River. 

At Sand Lake. 3 miles north of 
Pacific* City. anglers Sometime* take 
starry flounder in the entrance 
channel daring late spring and 
summer. - ' 

At Cape Lpokout. one of the more . 
rugged prominerlt points along the 
Oregon coast, anglers catch bottomfish 
along thfe south side. On occasions, 
coho are taken close to the shore of 
the cape.* Access to the shore around 
the cape is difficult: however, shape 
fishing is reported to be good in this 
area for surfperches, lingcod. and 
greenlings. 
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Yaciiima BayArea 



Yaquina Bay (Chart 20) offers the 
. marine angler a variety of fishing. 
Development of an extensive jetty 
system allows access to offshore 
fishing most of the -time, and excqllent 
shore and fishing facilities a re 
available. The offshore area is* in- 
tensively fished during the summer for 
salmon, and 90% of the catch is coho. 
In addition to rockfishes and lingcod. 
halibut are taken occasionally around 
reef areas, and many times are taken 
while salmon trolling. During mid- 
summer. »some albacore trips are made 
from Newport^ _to " offshore fishing 
areas. 

From the Yaquina Bay bridge west' 
along the jetty, salmon frequeptly are 
taken from boats*. (June to October). 
About the Yaquina Bay bridge piling is 
a good area for herring and anchovy 
jigging, especially high tide. 

The south side of the south jetty is 
popular for chinook salmon fishing in 
the - summer. Both jetties are* 
recognized as good fishing places for 
starry flounder, cabezon, lingcod. 
black and copper rockfishes. s^d 
sole, greenlings. and surfperches/re'd- 
tail. striped, and walleye). ^^sbing 
in Yaquina Bay is prodkf(?tive for 
surfperches and bottomfish as well as 
salmon, Surfperches and flounders are 
taken along the north and south 
shorelines of the bay. from shore and 
from docks: the most plentiful t^enod is 
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from , March through October.^^^ 
particularly good area for surfperches 
and starry flounder is south of 
'Yaquina Bay at the Bfend in the 
Yaquina River. Up to 90% of the local 
catph of these two species comes from 
this part of the bay. Green sturgeon 
are caught in ' the uppqr bay: and 
chinook and coho salmon are taken in 
upper .tidewater from September to 
Novembep. Anglers take sea-run 
cutthroat trout in the iipper bay from 
midsummer through October. Jacksmelt 
are jigged off docks from January to 
July, and topsmelt are taken from 
'farraary to March. Crabs are netted 
throughout the year from the docks, 
from the public barge near the Marme 
Science Center, and^ from boats^ on 
incoming and slack tides. - ' 

Yaqufna Bay is rafed as one of the 
more popular clamming areas along 
the Oregon coast. Clams are dug on 
the tide flats Bast of the Newport 
' docks and along the south side of the 
Yaquina River. Cockles, gapers, and ^ 
softshell clam's are the ma}or species 
in these areas. 

The first prominent point of land- 
north of Newport is Yaquina Head. 
There is good fishing for shore species 
in this area: February to March 
usually (^Kers the best fishing for 
redtail and striped surfperches. 
Greenlings.' lingcod., cabezon. 'black 
'rockfish. and an occasional salmon 
also are taken around Yaquina Head. 
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21 Cape Lookout lo 
Cannon B(UH;h 



Along the coast from Cape Lookout to 
Cannon Beach (Chart 21). long sandy 
beaches are common, with occasional 
prominent rocky points extending west 
of the coastline— such as Cape Meares 
and Cape Falcon. Qffshore the sea 
bottom gradually slopes, to the west 
With the 50- fathom curve about 5 miles 
offshore in the southerpi^half. extending 
in a northwest direction to about 9 
ipiles offshore m th6 northern half. The 
bottom IS of sand and shells with some 
gravel areas. Some rocky ar^as are 
close to shore, such as Thr6e Arch 
Rocks soujh of Cape Meares. Pyramid 
Rocks off Cape Meares. Twin Rocks 
ih of Tillamook Bay entrance. 
FalcorT'i^eck^ff Cape Falcon. Castle 
Rocks just to"""~-^he_ north of Cape 
Lookout, and Haystaclc i^e€k-._,off^ 
Gannon Beach. These rocky areas are 
all good for bottomfish: however, they 
should be approached by small boats 
only on calm days. ( 

The entrance to^ Netarts Bay is 6 
miles north of Cape Lookout. This bay 
has some feeder or immature salmon, 
and both chinook and coho are taken 
frequently i*> the lower channel during 
t}>e summer. Netarts Bay has no 
spawning runs of salmon as no major 



river empties {into it. Starry flounder, 
greenhngs, and 'several species of 
surfperches are taken throughout the 
summer: however, the bay iS more 
noted for its excellent crabbing and 
clamming. Crabbing is good in the 
lower . channel; and gaper, cockle, 
softsheir, littleneck, and a few razor 
clams are available at low tide on the' 
bay flats that form a sizable portion of 
the bay's area. The inexperienced 
boater is cautioned to ask the advice 
of local anglers before attempting to 
cross the bar. ^ ^ - 

Tillamook. Bay is one of the largest 
bays along the Oregon coast, and into 
it flow the Tillamook, Wilson, Miami, 
and Trask rivers. The bay has two 
sizzle towns, both with excellent 
fishing facilities. They are Bay City,, 
half way along the shore on the ^east 
side, and Garibaldi, near the bay 
entrance. In addition to several bottom 
species listed' on the chart, redtail 
surfjierch and black rockfish can be 
taken from the jetty and in the channel 
near the jetty. Th^ main channel has 
good spats for crabbing and fishing for 
starry flounder, and surfperches 
(walleye, white, silver, striped, and 
pile). Tillamook Bay entrance has a 
sizable jetty: however, bar conditions 
are not generally favorable for small 
boats. Charter and lar^ger private 
boats fish offshore for coho and 
linook and rockfishes (black, canary. 
copperTaiTd-quillback) . 

Inside Tillamoolr^Bay,Jishing for 
feeder chinook in the lower c 
near the entrance -is best from April 
through May, and again in the fall 
Best fishing for cohb is from mid- 
September to November.^ The best 
spots for clamming are on the west 
side of the bay. Razor clams are 
sometimes found in this area, but most 



of the take is other Species such as 
gapers, Httleneck. cockles,. softshelL 
and butter clams. Herring ^e common 
in the bay and are fished trom spring 
through <faU, Crabbing is bestjn the 
main channel during the winter^ 

The Nehaleift Bay jetty complex is 
about 5 miles north of Tillamook Bay. 
Small boats are able to venture across 
the Nehalem Bar to fish for coho and 
chinook salmon only in calm weather 
during- the summer ai^ fall. There is a 
hmited amount of jetty fishing during 
low water for surfperches (walleye, 
white, silver, striped, and pile) and 
greenhngs. Herring ^ are jigged in 
February." Salmon are taken in the 
lower bay in early fall a^^d in tnp 
tidewater areas near the town of 
Nehalem in late fall. Sea-run cutthroa^ 
trout are taken in tidewater, with Jul 
to September best, A good spot to fis 
for starry founder is in the upper bay, 
and crabs may be taken in the lower 
bay channel. > * « 

North of the Nehalem River en- 
trance is Cape Falcon, which provides 
good fishing for several species Or 
rockfishes. Immediately north of Cape 
Falcon are good clamming beaches 
such as S;hort Sand, Arch Cape, and 
Cannon Beach, , * 
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22 Coliimbui River 



The Columbia River entrance (Chart. 
22), offshore to the lightship and east 
in the estuary toward Astoria, is one 
of the most heavily fished areas in the 
northwest. Offshore of the Columbia 
River trolling is Jood for chinook and 
coho salmon from mid-June to early 
faff. One of the more popular trolling^ 
areas for salmon from late June to' 
early September is near the Columbia 
River entrance whistle buoy, where 
coho are more likely4o be taken near 
the surface and chinook tjend to 'run 
deeper. As a general rule, coho and 
chinook are caught farther offshore 
early in the su/nmef, moving close to 
the river mouth later in the year, and 
the sport and commercial troll fishery 
follows this movement. 

About 7 miles southwest of the 
south ietty, bottomfishing is good for 
rockfishes (widow, yellowtail, and 
ack), and other specie^ of bottomfish. 
etween this area and the jetty is a 



good place for halibut. 



\ 



Check current informaticm on the 
Columbia River bar and the weather 
before venturing into the entrance 
channel. A humbe^t* of potentially 
dangerous areas exist, ^d fog closing 
in on these areas while you are 'fishing 
provides a setting for possible' disaster.' 

The Columbia River soyth jdtty is 
accessible for anghng, and both sides 
of the inshore half of the jetty's length 
are fished. Chinook are caught from 
the jetty in June and July; coho are 
taken from June to September. Othec 
species that enter the catch include 
starry flounder. • redtall surf perch; 
black roclcfish, greenlings, and Pacific 



tomcod. Along the south shore, east of 
the south jett^, is a^ good fishing area 
for tomcod, starry flounder, and 
redtail surfperch. 'Starry flounder may 
also, be caught in\mediately "north of 
the south jetty to north of Point Adams, 
and this area, also has a productive 
crab fishery. The north side of the 
Columbia' River entrance, at Fort 
Cahby State Park, is another good 
crabbing area, and the jetty just west 
of Sand Island is a good fishin^spot 
for redtail surfperch, greenlihgs, 
lingcod, black rockfisji, and salmbn. 
The north jetty at the river fentrance\s 
a^ popular place ^ to fish, but 
dangerous— you s^ho^fd check locally 
before fishing from it. 

Complete facilities for ffsl\ing in 
the Columbia River estuary and off- 
shore may be found along the south 
shore at' Hammond, Warrenton, and 
Astoria, , and on the north shore at 
Ilwaco and Chinook. 

Generally, the lower Columbia 
River has spring, summer, and fall 
runs of chinook— the fall run is the 
largest and considered best. Coho are 
taken in the river in August and 
September; in the lower tributaries, 
September and October.^ The lower 
Coljimbia River has numerous 
tributaries, such as the Lewis and 
Clark and Klaskanine riv^ers, which 
offer fishing opportunities for shad 
(June) and steelhead (November to 
March). Another tributary, - the Young 
River, also has a shad run in June and 
Jul^ In Cathlamet Bay» east of Tongue 
Point, summer shad fishing is popular, 
with July usually bringing the best 
catches. Along the north shore of the 
Columbia River estuary from near 
Megler to Grays Bay, and along the 
south side of the river from Astoria 
^ east, sea^xuiLcutthroat trout are fished 
close tp shore and in nearby streams 
during summer and fall. Cutthi'oats 
also are taken in the Young and Lewis 
iand Clark V rive^ west ,of Astoria. 
White sturgeon are taken throughout 
the'year in the estuary at the locations 
shown on the chart". 

» South of the Columbia River is one 
of the more prominent coastal points, 
Tillamook Head. Good clamming can be 
found along the sandy beaches south 
and north of the Head, and shore 
fishing is excellent about Tillamoqk 
Head itself for black and cof)per rock- 
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fishes, greenlings, and lingcod. From 
Seaside north to the Columbia River 
entrance, there are about 18 miles of 
wide sandy beach that' has some of the 
best razor clam digging along* the 
Oregon coast. This beach is also a 
good surf fishing area for fedtail 
surfperch; however, as on most Oregon 
and Washington beaches, the surf zone 
is very wide, making shoVe fishes less . 
accessible to the surf caster, 

The cQast north of the Columbia 
River entrance has good surf fishing 

-spots .for redtail surfperch, and the 
broad sandy beach stretching nOrth for 
nearly 60 miles has excellent areas fox 
razor clamming, 

Farther north, salmon and 
steelhead are caught in streams en- 
tering the southern part of Willapa 
Bay. The tidewater section of the Bear 
River, which enters the bay east of 
Porte^ Point, is fished ter steelhead 
during late fall and winter,, and in 
summer for sea-run cutthroat trout. 
The Naselle River is a good steelhead 
and sea-run cutthroat trout stream in 
the upper tidewater zone. Also in 
tidewater, chinook and coho are fished 
during September thcjo^gh October and 
white sturgeon are taken frequently 

, during , the winter through sRfing 
(No<'ember to April). 
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23 Willapii Bciy to 
OcoanCity 



Easy access from the Seattle 
metropontan area makes thi 
producti)^ stretch of coast (Chart 23 
an active ra^reatiopal fishi; ' 
The port 'T>f Westport. on Grays 
Harbor, is the most popular location 
for opean salmon Wishing north of the 
Columbia River— it ^could easily be - 
called the cpastal marine salmon sport 
fishing capital of the west coast. 
Coming into prominence since World 
War II, with development of an 
adequate jetty system and a small-boato 
harbor, it has assumedMhe leadership^ 
in coastal salmon fishing. * 

The coast trom north of Cape 
Disappointment to nj^h of Ocean City 
is feroad sandv*i^^?n interrupted only 

' by the entrances to jA^illapa Bay ifnd 
Grays Harbor. The shallow shelf 
between the s.hore and the 50-fathora 
cmfe is wide, about 12 miles in the 
souni off Ocean Park, and about 18 
miles off Ocean City. The bottom fn 

. this* area is sand and sand and sRfells, 
•grading to mud bottom in deeper 
water. One of the better of^shg^ja 

s bottomfi8hi;ig areas— Williams ReeU 
^ northw^t of Qj-aya Harbor en- - 
'trance— has a water depth of about 21 
fathoms, 

^ Along Jh% ' oceans * beach from 
Ocean Park north to thk^Willapa Bay 
entrance.The sandy shore is Excellent 
for surf fishing, with redtail surfperch 
the species most -frequently taken. This 
IS also a good stretch of coast for 
digging razor clams. 

One of the major salmon fishing 
areas for (^oho and chinook during 
summer and fall is from near the 
Wdlapa Bay entrance east to off 
Tokeland. Green ^ and some wTiite 
sturgeons are available in Willapa Bay 
O g the summer: in winter the white 
^J^(^eons migrate upstream. On the 



cast side of WMlapa Bay near Needle 
E'oint is the Nemah Rwer. Anglers fjsh 
a^ong the banks of the lower Nemah 
River for chinook and roho from 
August to November. Nearby, the Palix 
River is reported to have good 
tidewater fishing for dflho and chinook 
m late summer and fall. The Pahx 

* tidewater area east of Goose Point is u 
good fishing stot for sea-run cutthroat 
tr/iit during \q summer and in^ late 
fall, and winter steelhead are fished in 
upper tidewater. Along shore to the 
east and west of Bruceport, anglers 
catch sea-run cutthroats. Northeast of 
Hawks Point, injhe North River, coho, 
chinook, and jack salmon (second-year 
male spawners) are fished from 
August to November, and sea-run 
cutthroat^ during July to October. 

. ' To the north, along the outer coast 
from Cape Shoalwater to the entrance 
of Grays Harbor, broad sand b'feaches 
offer^excellent razor clam digging and 
pr(Jdnctive sufrf fishing for redtail and 
striped sucfperch. Some shore areas 

**g1so are reported to be good^ for 
crabbing. ^ 

The AVestj^ort-Grays Harbor 
complex IS noted for its excellent 
facilities fop recreational fishing. Many 
charter boats are available and 
facilities for the small-boat angler are 
excellent. As in other ports a)ong the 

' northern California, Oregon; and 
Washington coast, the bay eutrance 
can be a dangerous one for the small- 
boat angler if he fails to heed the 
advice of anglers with experience ^in 
local waters. -Offshore from Westport, 
chinook and coho salmpn are the major 
objectives of sport anglers as in most 
aneas from ^n Francisco north. About 
65% of the salmon catch off Grays 
Harbo^ is coho, which are found off- 
shore in^ the spring and" closer* to 
shore and near the entrance to Grays 
Harbor in summer and fall. Chinook 
dominate the catch early in the season 
(Apj'ii to June), and are, on an average, 
large. Th6y are found offshore in the 
spring and nearer shore from ^ early 
July through fall, although, usually ^ 
available to some degree, offshore 
throughout the season. Coho dominate 

^ the catch later ip the season (June to 
October). Pink salmon occasionally are 
taken offshore, especially during odd- 
nifmbered 'years. 

In addition to salmon fishing, a 
number of charter boats from 
Westport make trips far offshore for 
albacore during periods (jf good fishing 
in Jul^ August, or September Bcrt- 
tomfish also are taken offshore, many 
times incidental to fishing for salmon. 
Pacific halibut are taken during spring 
and summer along the 30-fathom curve 
west of Williams Reef, northwest of -the 
bar. At Williams Reef and q||fer rocky 
aFeas the ma)or speciQS of rocj:fishes 
caught are the black, . yellowtail, 
vermilion, and yelloweye (rasphead). 
Nearshore, the major small-boat 

65 



fishing area for salmon is sohth and 
southwest of the entrance. On the 
^jetty. anglers take redtail surfperch, 
^ black rockfish,, cab'ezon, lingcod, and 
starry 'flounder. Coho and chinook 
frequently -are taken on the channel 
side of the )etty from IWay to^ 
November: best fishing. July through 
September. In Grays Harbor near the 
Westport boat basin, surfperches 
(redtail, silver, white, walleye, and 
pile) as well as other inshore species 
are seen in the bay angler's catch. 
I Around the point near the Ocean 
Jfioves boat basin is a good area for 
surfperch fishing from August to 
January.. Green and white sturgeons 
are sometimes taken in Grays? Harbor: 
greens are caught in the harbor during 
the summer, and whites are taken in 
the outer river channel at the east end 
ofjhe harbor in winter. 

Several streams emptying into 
Grays Harbor provide excellent fishing 
for salmon and anadromous* trout. The 
Humptulips River has a fall run of 
coho and -chinook Salmon and excellent 
steelhead fishing in the winter. Sea-run 
cutthroat trout are available in th^_ 
Summer and fall. The Hoquiam River 
has fishing for steelhead in the winter 
and sea-run cutthroats in the summer. 
The major tributary to Grays Harbor, 
the Chehalis River (east of t^e chart 
area) has anadromoiA^ cutthroat, 
f steelhead. wl>te sturgeonl and chinook 
and coho, as well as a fe]v shad. 
, The stretch of. coast north of the 
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Grays Harbor jotty miiv the resort 
area of Ocean Shoros is ^ood for 
surfperch fishing, and the entire sandy 
beach from the harbor entrance to * 
above Cape Elizabeth is excellent for J 
* #razor clamming 'and has some crab- 
bing. 

North of the coastal area shown 
on Chart 23, af Moelips {about 17 miles 
north of Oceah Shores), is the southern 
border, of the Quinault Indian- 
Reservation, Fishing and clamming are 
^stricted along the reservation shore. 

North of the Quinault Indian 
Reservation, to east of Destruction 
Island ^d south 5f the Hoh River, are 
good surf fishing and clamming areas 
with easy access from the coast high- 
way. Runs of good surf and night 
smelts are common to this area; night ^ 
smelt runs are from May to September. 
The coast from this area north to La 
Push IS rockj^and nearly inaccessible 
for shore fishing. 




24 LiiPiishtoCapeFliitUfrv 
to Clallani Bay 

The coast from La Push to Cape 
Flattery (Chart 24) is one of the most 
picturesqtffe sections of the Pacific 
coast. This northwesternmost section 
of the Stfete of Washington has a 
rugged coastlme of 'high wooded bluffs, 
interspersed with sandy beaches and 
rocky 'shores, with reefs and small 
rock\ islands )ust offshore, The\ 
coastline from Cape Flattery along the 
south shore of the Strait of luan de 
Fuca to Neah Bay is rugged, and from 

, Neah Bay eastward the shoreline is 
generallv a rocky one, but frequently 

.interspersed with naf-raw sandy 

J)o<u hes 

The ( oast south of La; Push . is 
with many small pinnaAl^ rising 
(he surface in the ne^shore 
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area ^nd extensive submerged reefs. 
The ma|or islands along this sectioi^'of ^ 
rocky coast from south to north are' 
Destruction Island/ .-Alexander Islaryi 
{about 12 miles below La Push), jatnes 
Island off La Push. and^Ozette and 
Tatoosh islands off Crfpe Flattery, 

The coastal 'shelf off La Push has 
a gradual slope, with the 50-fathom 
curve being 10 to 12 miles offshore. 
However, the slope becomes sharper to' 
the north toward Cape Flattery, where 
the 50-fathom curve is close to shore, 
passing just to the west of Tatoosh 
Island and Duntze and Duncan rocks. 
From Cape Flattery eastward along the 
Strait of luan de Fuca to Slip Point 
near^Clallam Bay the 50-fathom curve 
IS aoout IV2 miles offshore. The bottom 
nearshore is sand grading to green 
mud and sand in the deeper water of 
the Strait of Juan de Fuca. 

At ihe- mouth of the Quillayute 
River, about 36 miles south of Cape 
Flattery, is th^ small Iffflian village of 
L'a Push, This is the only small-boat 
harbor along the ' northwest 
Washington coast from tX^rays Harbor 
to Neah Bay, The entrance is pass- 
able for the small-boat angler most 
of the summer ^nd is the only place in 
this area where offshore small-boat' 
fishing is possible with some degree of 
safety. Though requiring a longer 
journey from the center of northwest 
popvilahon. La Ptlsh is increasing in 
popularity for ocean anglers. 

Much of the fishing off La Push is 
for'^^teeding Stocks of coho and chinook 
salmon. The offshone catch is 
predpminantly 'coho, and luly to 
September i§ the best fishing time for 
this species. Some pink salmon are 
taken offshore during the same period. 
The Quillayute River has anadromous 
cutthroat trout in summer and fall, and 
a run of chinook. Chinook concentrate 
nearshore. along the coast, and arouod 
the river mouth during the fafl, In'late 
fall and winter the river also has 
steelhead. In addition to offshore 
bbttomfishing, shore fishing is good off 
• ,the sandy bg^ches for redtail surf- 
perch and off rociky areas for 
greenlihgs, black rockfish, ^ and 
sometimes lingcod. Anglers fish from 
the jetty at thj) entrance to the river 
and from the beach just south of the 
mouth. 

From north of La Push ,to near 
(Cape Alava there is little ocean and 
shore recreational fishing because of 
its remoteness from any small-boat 
harbor and Jack of shore access roads. 
Off Cape Alava and to the north is the^ 
start of goastal t^hore fiShing areas 
fdr coho and chilHrak salmon fished by 
boats^ from Neah Bay, Fishing in this 
area begins in May, In ad<^it4on^to ceho 
a'nd ii hjnook, pinks are "taken 

/frequerUly in late summer and early 
lall during odd years. North of Cape 
Alava IS the O/.ette River, which is 
reported to have good fishmg for sea- 
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run 'cutthroat trout. Between W^atch 
Point and Portage Head, including 
Mukkaw Bay, sandy-shore fishing is 
^ good for redtail *surfperch. Off rocky 
areas, fishing is' reported to be good 
for-^ckfishes, greenlings, and lingcod. 

Cape Flattery is a popular fishing 
area for charter boats out of Neah Eay 
and for the srpall-boat angler during 
calm weather. South of the cape gnd 
nearshore is a good area for rock- 
fishing. Offshore are well known areas--^ 
for catching adult and juvenile * 
chinook, adult and juvenile or feeder, 
coho, and pinks (odd years only). 
Charter boats from Neah Bay 
sometimes make trips to Swiftsure 
Bank, northwest of Cape Flattery, for 
coho and chinook. Off Cape FlatteVy 
and Tatoosh Island are good areas for 
rockfishing (china, copper,- quillback, 
yelloweye (turkey-red), black, blue, 
and yellowtail). Around the north side^ 
of Cape Flattery, the species /ished are 
similar 'to those found south of the 
cape; however, there is considerably 
more small-boat fishing as the seas are 
smooth^ than off the^^cape, and the " 
*port of Neah ^fiay^ is ntearby, Salmon ^ 
anglin^g^-s/rom small boats fishing off- . 
shore from Neah Bay to the cape 
begins in May. Feeder coho are taken 
from late spring into summer., and 
adult coho, chinook, and pink salmon 
are fished in late summer and early 
fall (odd-nucptefered years for pink). 
Feeder chW^ook are taken in the area 
all yOiir/ Nearshore from Waddah 
IslanAwfest to Cape Flattery are a 
number df good fishing spots— each 
with its )wn local name. T^he area 
northeast of Waddah Island west to 
Koitlah PA^nt has good salmon fishing 
for small-b§^t anglers, as well as good 
bottomfishing for rockfishes. kelp 
greenlmg, and lingcod. 

The Strait of juan de Fuca is 
oriented iti a west by northwest 
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. direction an(i provides extension of 
the coastal ocean environment into at 
least the first portion of the strait. Sea 
• conditions are suitable most of the 
yeaf for small-boat operations The 
absence of ocean swells as one 
proceeds into jhe strait and lack of- 
rough water such as found nearshore 
along open ocean coast make for 
pleasant boating. 

The Sekiu River, about 13 miles 
east of Neah Bay. is reported. to have 
fishing in the lower sections for sea- 
run cutthroat trout in the spring and, 
fall, steelhead run into the river during 
the winter. Th^ nearby Hoko and 
Clallam rivers have much the same 
species and seasonal distribution as 
the Sekiu River. From Kydaka Point 
east is an excellent small-boat area for 
chinook. The nearshore areas off Sekiu 
* Point and Slip Point are some of the 
more accessible and popular locations 
for salmon fishing and excellent 
facilities are available fq^r the small- 
boat angler. Nearshore along this area 
of tljie 'Strait of luan de Fuca can be 
found good fishing areas for Ifngcod. 
greenlings, and species of rockfishes 
such as black, china, copper, and 
quillbac^r^ 




25 PillarPoinUo 
I)isiT)\(irv Bin 

Vxw.wx PoiM ro A\(:m Poim 

The south coast of the Strdit of 
luan (je Fuca from Pillar Point tp 
Angeles Point (Chart 25) has a limited^ 
number of facilities .for the marine, 
angler The coast has a sharp 
shoreline, and the bottom tends to be 
rocky nearshore. Water depths ran^e 
ftL""- 90 to 120 fathom^> offshore, in the 
|--Q l^^-ern portion of the chart area, to 
cry v>o 90 fathoms off Angeles Point 



Mosn small *^ats fish for salmon off 
Pillar Point and to the west, and from 
Low Point east to Angeles Point. . 
Feeder and adult ,chinook are taken in 
the spring and summer: adult coho and 
' pinks in early fall. The main fishing 
areas are either nearshore for feeder 
Chinook or offshore for coho (August* 
through September) and pink (August) 

Several streams empt^ into the 
Strait of luan de' F*uca along this 
section of the coast. The Pvsht River. 
Deep Creek, West Twin River, and 
Lyrf River all have winter steelhead 
runs^ and sea-run cutthroat trout in 
varying amounts. In addition to salmon 
fishing, rockfishes are fished around 
reef areas, and sole and halibut are 
fished offshore ove^ smooth bottorr\^ 
Surfperches'are takmi along shore; the 
mouths of Deep Creek and Twin River 
.are among the better spots. The area 
just east of Pillar Point is noted for its 
octopus fishery. 

Crescent Bav 'has good facilities 
for the marine angler and is accessible 
to the salmon .fishing areas algiig t^is 
section of the /coast ami^o^^t- 
tomfishing grourids for halibut, rock- 
fishes. greenliitsifi, flounder, and Pacific 
(true) cod. Anglers fisji for feeder 
chinook during the summer, a^ld for 
adult chinook during the fall from 
Agate and Cres^nt bays east to off 
Angeles Point. Pinks are usually taken 
in this'brea during late summer of odd- 
numbered years. 



The city of Port Angeles is the 
principal ^ center of commerce on 
Washington's Olympic Pe.n insula 
Marine sport fishing intensity in- 
creases from the Point Angeles area 
eastward, and fishing areas become 
more numerous because^ of the many 
'islands', channels: and bays and -their 
^acces^5ibility to the metropolitan areas 
bordering greater Puget Sound. 

North of the town of Port Angeles 
is the narrow, peninsula Dr "spit * 
known as Ediz Hook, pne of- the more 
popular and easily accessible fishing 
locations in the- area, Port Angeles has 
excellent facilities for the marine , 
angler and a variety of salmon and 
bottomfishing is found nearbv. Feeder 
chinook arelpresenrt aH year and are 
fished on the inside of the "Hook,"* off 
the U.S Coast Guard Air Station at the 
east end of the»Hook, along the outer 
^dge (jf th(» Honl^. near AngMes^ Point 
to the west and Green Point to the 
east Adult f.obo and pink^ are taken- 
here and offshore during summer and 
fall, adult ( hinopk^ are caught in 
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East of Port Angeles. f)ff Green 
^nt. fishing IS excellent for halibut 
incl ling( (jd as well as salmon Chinook* 
ire tai^en all vear (f(?cders in winter 
cind spring, aifd adults in summer^.' 



1 • • • Pillar Foin^ , 
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^ and coho and pinks are available 
August * to October. East of Port 
Angeles, two small streams are fished 
for anadromous trout, Morse Creek 
has .wmter steelhead and sea-run 
cutthroats, and the stream emptying 
into the Strait of Juan de Fuca at 
Green Point is reported to have fishing 
for sea-run cutthroats and a few 
steelhead. 

Around Dungeness Spit, feeder 
chinook a're taken all year, and adult 
, chinook frequent the area in the 
summen. Pinks, coho, and chinook are 
caught farther offshore during Juiy 
through September. and coho , 
frequently are taken near the spit, 
Augiist to October. Crabbing is 
reported to be good in Dungeness Bay. 
The Dungeness River has a 'run of 
steelhead in the winter, and some are 
reported to be caught during the 
summer. Sea-run cutthroat and Dolly* 
Varden trout also are taken in the 
Dungeness River. 

Immediately/north of the entrance 
to S.equim Bay, and south^ into ^he 
northern half of the bay, fishing is 
good 'for feeder chinook during the 
-winter Coho sometimes are taken in 
fall: the mkt popular area is near 
Hardwick Point. Sea-run cutthroat 
trout are taken frequently nearshore 
around the edge of Seciuim Bay ' 

To the north are several offshore 
banks— DallaH -Bank, Eastern Ba||Jc, 
Pa>tridge Bank, and Hem Ban^i— all 
good areas for bottomfishing. Some are 
iK^ted as being good for salmon— the ' 
sou^th western side of Partridge BankMS 
well knowil for c oho. chinook. and pink 
salmon fishing during summer. Bot- 
tomfjshes faken on or near the 
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**banks" include rockfishes. lingcod, 
Pacific halibut, and kelp greenling. 
Over smooth l^ttom nearby, occasional 
caiches are made of starry flounder, 
English sole. Pacific sanddabs. 
sablefish. striped and pile surfperches. 
and Pacific cod. 

Discovery Bay is one of the better 
fishing areas for feeder chirjook during 
the winter, anrf adult coho sometimes 
are taken here during the fall. Salmon 
fishing' IS popular around the bay 
entrance off Diamond Point and -Cape 
Geprg^/ Additional areas are fished on' 
the west side north of Gardiner, and 
nearshore in the lower half of the bay. 
Sea^run' cutthroats frequently are 
taken^close \o shore throughout most of 
Discovery Bay; the n]|PB [iroductive 
places are south of Diamond Point and 
Beckett Point. 




26 "\Vhidb(n'}siiinLl lo ' 
Hiciino 



Ipf all the sections along the U.S. west 
coast, a description of marine fishing 
* in this ar»a (Chart 2^), which includes 
the San Juan Islands^ and islands and 
hays along 'the northwest Washington 
mainland, is the most^complex .because 
humerou§ islands! channels, and bays 
provide a wide range of habitats for 
/^marine fish, resulting in many exr 
celleql. locatioii^s for ^marine game 
fishing. *^ 

From .along the Whidbey Island'^ 
west shore, east of $mith Island to 
about 4 miles north of Deception Pass, 
is a well-known fishing area for feeder 
chinpok (all "year) / and -for adult 
chinopk duVlng^the early fall preceding 
the spawning migration of this salmon 
specie* to the Skagit a nek Fraser 
rivers. Coha*are taken frequimtly in 
irea from April to Septeiub^ with 
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fiShing- durirtg June to 




Pinks are taken August and^eptember 
during odd-numbered years. 

•Along the south and southeast side 
of Lopez Island are areas for catching 
immature or feeder chinook (all year), 
and one of the more popular places for 
fishing is off Iceberg Point, Lopez Pass 
is noted for large feeder' chinook in 
Februa ry. Proceeding northwest, 
popular salmon fishing spots are in 
Griffin Bay off Friday Harbor and at 
the northwest end of San Juan Island, 
These are good areas for catching 
immature chinopk in summer and large * . 
chinook from December to February, 
Bottomfishing is excellent throughout 
the San Juan Islands. Rockfish species 
commonly caught are the black, 
coppet. canary, quill back, and 
yelloweye (rasphead), Lingcod and 
greenhngs are also abundant, 

Orcas Island, the northernmost 
large island of the San Juansf offers 
good salmon fishing along the east eftd 
of the island at Lawrence Point. This is * 
one ,of the more popular places Tor 
fishing chinook, coho. and pink^^ 
throughout the summer and early fan^ 
The northwest edg^ of Cypress Island, 
which is southeast of Orcas Island, is 
a good area for feeder chinook, adult 
coho.^nd pijiks in the summer. Pacific 
cod sometimes are taken near the 
southern end of Cypress Island, 

North of the San luan Islands, off 
Point Roberts, there is spring and 
summer fishing for /eeder and adult 
chinook, coho. and pinks. 

East of the San Juan Islands, off 
the northwest shore of Lummi Island in 
the vicinity of Village Point, anglers 
fish ^for spring and summer chinook. 
Also, in Hale Passage between Lummi 
Island and the mainland, there is 
winter angling for chjnook. 

The Nooksack River, which emph 
ties into Bellingham Bay, has coho 
and chino^ runs, with fishing in the 
lower part reportedly best in summer 
and fall. Steelhead run in the 
Nooksack during winter, Squalicum 
Creek also empties ii\to the bay north 
of Belhngham. and it i^ reported to be 
a good fishing area for sea-run cut- 
throat trout, and sometimes steqijhead,* 
Offshore, in the H^epWater sections of 
Bellingham Bay. there is excelllint 
bottomfishing . for Pacific cod". Near- 
shore frory south of the city of 
Bellin^am to north of Edison, sea-run 
cutthroats are taken 'close to shore, 
and in the inlet about 4 miles south of 
Bellinjgham. winten fishing is excellent 
for feeder chinooks. Off the mouth of ' 
the Samish River chinook' and coho 
fishing is .good ip' the fall. Sea-run 
cutthroats are fished* close to the 
mouth of the river in summel* and also 
in nearby Edison Slough. .The Samish 
Riv^r also has a winter run of 
steelhead. , 

Soujih of Gummas Islahd. in the 
Guemes Channel from Hat Island to 
Mf^rch Point, feeder chinook are taken 
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during the winter. Smelts* run along 
shore southwest of March Point. 

The Deception Pass Channel 
connects the upper end of Slfegit Bay 
with the Strait of Juan de Fuca. This is 
a popular area for fishing chinook and 

^ coho from early July through August. 
Some of the more adventurous souls 
fish from the shores of Daception Pass 
for rockfishes. greenlings. and lingcod. 
Southeast of the pass^ around Hope 
Island, there is fair 'fishing in the 
spring and summer for large maturing 
■ chinook. The Swinomis^ Channel has \ 
angling nearshore* for sea-run cut- 

'* throat and Dolly Varden trout, and 
jigging for surf snjelt. To the south.^ 
^ sea-run cutthroat and Dofly \^^rden 
' trout are t&ken along the shore of 
Skagit Bay between the north and 
south forks of the Skagit River. The 
Skagit River is noted for spring and 
summer runs of chinook. and in the 
k)^er reaches sea-run cutthroat and 
Dolly Varden trout 'are taken during 
the summer. During Winter the river, 
has a large steelhead run: some 
summer-run steelhead also are 
available. 




27.SkiHiiiliiivU) 
thO Hood Canal 



The inside passages of the^area north 
and west of Puget Sound (Chart 27). in 
addition to being' picturesque, are 
noted for their wide variety of fishing, 
some being in the transition zqne 
between the Strait of Juari" de Fuca and 
Puget Sound. Thi3 chart includes the 
*^§ternmost area of the Strait of Juan 
de Fuca frorri near Admiralty jTilet to 
Port Susan and Skagit Bay and in- 
cludes many of the more important 
KoKir^g grounds in Puget Sound 

r^aratoga Passage extends south 
Skagit Bay and separates Camano 
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Island from Whidbey Island, On the 
east side of Camano Island is Port* 
Susan. a<nd 1o the south of Port Susan 
is Possession Sound and^ the north 
section of Pugel Sound. On the west 
side of Admiralty Inlet i§ Port 
Townsend and the' entrance to the 
Hood Canal. 

The depth of water in the main 
• channels in* fhe northern half of this 
area is 50 fathoms or greater, 
deepening up to 100 fathoms near the 
entrance to Puget Sound in the south. 
The entrance to Admiralty Inlet from 
the Strait of Juan de Fuca is one of the 
more* shallow cl^nnels in the g"^eater 
Puget Sound area, being only 20 to 30 
fathoms 'deep. ^The channels have for 
the most part a mud bottom, although 
some^ sand and rockV bottom may be 
found. ] ^ ' 

Although salmon is ,the major 
objective of fishermen in Puget Sound 
and Strait of Juan de Fuca, excellent 
catches can be made of bot- 
tomffsh— Pacific cod. sablefish, rock- 
fishfes. rock sole. English sole. Pacific 
sanddab. starry flounder, lingcod. kelp 
greenling. and halibut. Ten of the 53 
species %f rockfishes axe commonly 
caught in this area, with copper and 
quill back rockfishes dominant in the 
catch. There is increasing interest in 
all these species to supplement the 
marine angler's catch when salmon 
are not available. 

Near the entrance to Admiralty 
Inlet, off Point Wilson, fishing is good 
for feeder chinook durmg summer and 
for pinks " and coho from August to 
October. Port Townsend, is a good 
location for catching feeder chinook 
during the winter season. An artificial 
reef ^s reportedly planned for an area 
just east of Point .Wilson, A|^g the 
shore from west of Point Wilson Jto the^ 
south end of Port Townsend and 
around the shores of th^ bay bordering 
\\\\e west side of Marrowstone Island. 
.Wishing i^ good for sea-run cutthroat 
trgut during summej. Off Acjmiralty 
Head (Fort*Casey State Park) anglers 
drift fish for chinook in the wihter. and 
for coho and pinks during their 
summer and fall, migrations through 
Admiralty Inlet. Fishing grounds off 
Marrowstone Point. Liplip Point, and in 
Oak Bay are all good for feeding 
chinook during the winter. Sea-run 
cutthroats also are fished along the 
west shor^ of Oak Bay: off the shores 
of Port LudloW! they are fished during 
the summer. Throughout all bays in 
this area, good bottomfishing ■ is 
reported for starry flounder and rock^ 
sole^, 

Along the west sliore of Whidbey 
Island, off Lagoon Point and Bush 
Point, there is fishing in late' summer 
and fall for coho and puiks. .and at 
times some steelhead ar^taken from • 
the beach at Bush Point. TfSfae north 
end of Mutiny Bay. immature cmfte^k 
are frequendy caught during late 
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CHART 27 

Shorefishing Areas 
Bottomfishing Areas 
Frshing Facilities 
Sportboat Operation 
~ ■ Sea Run Trout 

1 




spring and early sunimer, and inside 
the. bay adult pinks and ooho are 
caught in late summer and early fall. 
Off Double Bluff, west of Useless Bay. 
feeder chinook and coho^'are fished in 
the spring and summer and adult pinks 
are sometimes caught during August 
and September of odd-numbered years. 
South across the channel from Double 
Bluff is a popular salmon fishing area 
off Skunk Bay, Feeder 'ehinook are 
taken here all year from Foulweather 
Bluff jo Point No Poi^t. and coho are 
fished from spring through the fall. 
Pinks are sometimes caught m odd- 
numbered years in August and Sep- 
tember. 

One of the most popular places for 
salmon fishing is off Possession Point 
at the southern tip of V^idbey 
Island—a feeding area for chinook 
and coho in spring and summer. 
Northeast of Possession Pbint along the* 
shore is an excellent rockfish angling 
area, as is a local spot nearshore off 
Edmonds southeast of Possession Point 
Off Edmonds, feeder chinook and some 
coho are fished during the winter. 
From Edwards Point north to Mukilteo. 
sea-run cutthroats frequently are 
taken bv trolling close to shore. 

In the Snohomish River tidewater 
near Everett, sea-run cutthroat fishing 
IS popular during the summer and fall. 
The Snohomish River h^s a steelhead 
run during the winter, and adult coho 
run during the fall, and pink run in the 
fall during odd years. 

Priest Point is another g©od s\ie 
for adult chinook fishing during late 
summer, and from Priest Point north 
along the east shore of Port Susan and 
down the west shore there sometimes 
-j^ good fishing for sea-run cutthroats 
during vspring and ^um'fcer. Sea-run 
DoIly'Varden also occur. along shore in 
this area. Kayak Point is a good fishing 
spot for immature chinook in winter 
and spring, and off Hat Slough at the 
mouth of the Stillaguamish River is a 
good fishing plate for .sea'run Dolly 
Varden during spring. 

At the south end of Camano 
Island, between Camano Head and 
Gedney Island, anglers bottomfish for 
black and canary rockfishes 

Along the southeast shore of 
Whidbey Island and off East Point and 
in. Holmes Harbor off Dines Point, 
immature chinook are taken in the 
winter and spring. In the southern 
portion of Holmes " Harbor, feeder 
chinocrts^ppear in the early springs 
apparenti)LiBttracted into the harbor 
bv a late > winter ' and early spring 
herring run Sea-run cutthroats also 
are taken in Holmes Harbor in spring. 

Onamac Point, on the west shore 
of Camano Islapd. is a good ' fishing 
place for sea-Aun cutthroats From 
Onamac Point nearshore to off.,D(>mork 
Point at . the northwest rorncr of 
ino Island, fishing is good for 
ture chinook and coho fronf earlv 



spring to fall (February to October), 
and adult chinook sometimes are taken 
from June through August, Coho also 
are taken in this area from lune to 
October^ and sometimes pinks are 
caught in August and September 
during odd-numbered years. 

Point Polnell. at the north end^of 
the Saratoga Passage, is a good year- 
round location for chinook as well as 
for bottomfish. with black rockfish one 
of the major species takenf, Southwes) 
of Point PolnelL nearshore fishing is 
excellent for sea-run Dolly Varden 
near Blowers Bluff and in Penn Cove, 
Farther south along the east shore of 
Whidbey Islands sea-run cutthroats 
occasionally are taken during summer. 




'2a N«)rth(!rnHon(H:ana! 
(U]{H fMi{rahPii{j{?1Soiind 



The waters of central Puget Sound and 
northern^ Hood, Canal (phart 28) ar6 
heavily fished, largely, because of their 
accessibility to the Seattle metropolitan 
area ' , , 



Hood Can \L ^ 

H9od Canal extends from north of 
Port Gamble south to a pomt^northeast 
of the town ^nion— a waterway 
dis'tance oi about 55 nautical milefs. 
The ranal has channel d^^pths from 
abput 25 to over 90 — fathonri;s and 
becomes shallower at theXsouth end 
from Union eastward towayd the end 
of the canal The canal has sand and 
mud bottom except fcjr occasional 
rockv area^ off the prominent points. 
Dabob Bay. is the only major bay<» 
nxtonfiin^ from tho^Horyi^Canai 

In iho north half of tho Hood 
('anal, ws in the s(liitbf)rn portion. 
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there are njflmerous fishing spots for 
sea-run cutthroat trout. The fis^i occur 
nearshore anc} are not common in the 
deeper waters. Off Hazel Point on the 
Toandos Peninsula fishing is good for , 
feeder chinook and coho salmon in 
spring and early summer. Adult coho 
are taken in isolated spots from 
Bangor to Misery Point from Sepi- 
tember to December, and adult pinks 
are sometimes* taken in this area 
during' odd-numbered years. In Dabob 
Bay, feeder *chinook frequently are 
taken along the west shore from 
Quilcene Bay south to Jackson Cove, 
from winter to early springy (March 
and Aim[il best). 

xja^Misery Point. Oak Head, and 
Hazel Point grounds - are good for 
immature or feeding chinook during 
spring and summer and, coho from May 
through fall. * , 

rhi^ deeper ar^as of the Hood 
Canal from Misery Point isouth to off 
Dewatto offer good bottomfishing Tor 
hngcod and rockfishes. r^ar Dewatto , 
nearshore fishing is excellent for ^sea- , 
run cutthroats during summer, and 
offshore fishing is good for coho during 
October and November. Chinook are 
taken all year off Eldon near the 
Ham^nia'^amma River, 



ChNTRAL PlK.hT SOUND* ShAFTLK ARKA 
N 

' Puget Sound, being readily a"c- " 
cessible to the population of greater 
Seattle, is one of the major marfne 
-sport fishing areas in the northwest. 
Fishing information for ^he northern 
end of the sound (Pos^session Point. , 
Point No Point, etc.) .is given on Chart 
27, Near the north end of the sound. 
*south of the Edmonds docks, nearshore 
fishing IS good for immature chinook 
•<ind < oho during December to March 
Farther sou4h near Point Wells-^-and off 
Ri( hmond Beach, are good j)taces for 
O jing, immature chinook. wiiich 
limes are taken all year ' 



The Piiget Sound channel depth 
ranges from about 100 to 130 fathoms 
for the area shown on this chart. 
Leading from the sound are numerous 
inlets that represent major marinfe 
game fishing areas— Port Madison. 
Port Orchard, Agate Passage, Rich 
Passage, Sinclair Inlet, Shilshole Bay, 
and Elliott Bay are but a-few of these 
important fishing areas. *^ > 

Along the east side of Puget Sound 
near Seattle, the area from off 
Meadow Point to West J'oint hks good 
fishlMfi fSy adult chinook in^ugust and 
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SepHfcber,.A good rockfishing area for 
cojl^r and black rockfishes is offshore 
from the marina north -^f Ballard, 
Farther north, from Richmond Beach to 
West. Point, immature 'chinook are 
fished during winter and spring, 'Elliott^ 
Bay is an excellent area for catching 
immature chinook (October to 
February) and for adult chinook and 
coho in late ^summer and fall, A 
tributary to Elliott Bay, the Duwamish 
River, has good ffell chinook; cotip, and 
winter steelhead runs. 

, In the greater Seattle area some 
of th^ mor^ important sjiore and 
nearshore fishing locations are listed 
below, where some of the opportunities • 
foe species othex than salmon are of 
considerable importance. Species most 
commonly taken by shore and bottom 
anglers are rockfishes (black, copper, 
and quillback), pile and striped suff- 
perches, Pacific sanddab, starry 
flourtder, rock sole, English sole, 
greenlings. sablefish, and Pacific cod. 
Local ^reas for fishing are as follows: 

'S . 

1 Richmond Beach (King County 
\Park, W, 190th St.)~Beach 

iStung Tor flatfish all year, and 
good fishing is reported for 
greeniing's and lingcod in 
- winter and early spring. 

2 Golden Gardens Seattle City 
Park > a nd Meadow Point- 
Anglers fish for flatfish and 



lingcod and take an occasional 
chinook and coho nearshore in 
late summer and early fall. 
Public fishing dock (suitable for 
handicapped persons) is a good 
fishing spot for surfperches, 
^ rockfishes, and greenlings, 

3, Below Bailard (Chittenden) 
Locks— Steeflhead are caught in 
winter (limited), sockeye in 
June and July, and an oc- 
casional coho in fall and 
winter, 

% ' 

4, Pier 57— Public pier fishing for 
surfperches. Pacific cod, and 
erthe*- species of bottomfish. 

5, Alki Beach— Shore fishing (all 
year) for several species of , 
bottomfish. Occasional catches 
are made of chinook and coho, 

6, Seahurst iKing ' County) 
Park- Shore fishing for a 
variety of bottomfish, 

7, Vashon Islpnd (^ng Coun- 
ty)— Shore fishing for bot- 
tomfish. 

Offshore on the west- side of Puget 
Sound, areas off President Point, Point 
Jefferson, and Point Monroe, and to the 
, south are good fishing areas for adult 
chinook from December to May- 
immature, chinook are ffeken all year, 
Alsoi from February, through March, 
fishing is good for immature chinook in * 
Agate Passage, 

M)out the western side and lower 
half "of Bainbridge Island, there are 
several good grounds for fijjhing im- 
mature chinook iri the winter season. 
Black and copper rockfishes are taken 
off Port Blakely and Bfake Island, and 
the eaj^t shor.e of Blake Island is noted 
for SQa-run cutthroat trput: Chinbok 
are ,fisKed off Point Vashon during^ 
winter and spring. 



77 























•L • 




V - - — — - 





29 Southfjrii Hood Canal 
and Lower Puoet Sound 



Numerous channels cut the topography 
of the southern portion of Puget Sound 
(Chart 29). This area not only has 
excellent salmon fishing, but is one of 
the prirhary areas fescfishing sea-run 
cutthroat trout. 

SoiTMhRN' Hooi) Canal 

The southern portion of the Hood 
Canal has much of the same species 
composition in the fishery as that 
found norpf in the canal. For in* 
formation on the north portion of the 
Hood^Canal see^Chart 28 

lii the southern portion of the 
canal, immature chinook and coho 
salmon frequently are taken off the 
Lilliwaup R4ver, in late spri-ng and 

' summer. Farther south off Hoodsport is 
a good location for fishing adult 
chinook and coho from August to 
November. Influencing the distribution 
of salmon in this area are the 
hatcheries located a1 Hoodsport ana 
on the Skokomish River (George Adams 
Hatcti^&ryl. Off Hoodspor?, Ayres Point, 

-gisters Point, and Union, fishing is 
good for intmature chinoolc and coho 
during winter ^nd spring,- and 
sometimes for adu4t coho ^in October 

, and November. Sea-run cutthroats 
reportedlv are taken air*year in this 
area, fha Skokomish River has a* 
steelhea'd i*un in the winter; sofne also 
are taken in summer Occasional 
catches «f cutthroats are made in the 
tidal area and about the river mouth. 

4 

^Southern Pijgct Sound 

Along the east shore Qf Vashon 
Island? below Point Beale, anglers take 
O ire chinook In winter and 
^J^(^ This area also has good fishing 



for rockfishes. At the south end of 
Vashon Island in the lower reaches of 
Puget Sound and off Quartermaster 
Harbor, anglers fish for immature 
chinook during the early winter. Off 
Poverty Bay (Redondo), imma^re 
chinook are fished during winter and 
spring, and some adult coho and pinks 
are taken during the sunTmer and fall. 

The Point Defiance area, close to 
the city of Tacoma, is one of the more 
popular all-ye^r fishing locations for 
coho and c)(inoQk. Fishing is best 
during late/ summer. Commencement 
Bay is al^a popular place for fishing 
adult>e<Hib in the fall and chinook in 
late summer and fall; pinks are -oc- 
casionally taken in the bay. Immature 
chinook are present ^11 year. The 
Euyfluup River, which empties into 
Commencement Bay. is reported to 
have a good run of winter steelhead. 

From south of Point Defiance to 
neat Fox Island is a good fishing area 
for rockfishes and lingcod. As in the 
northern part of Puget Sound, rock- 
fishes are prevalent (black, copper, 
quillback. canary, and yellowtail), as 
well as pile and striped .surfjjerches. 
About the southeast end of Fox Island, 
both immature and adult chinook are 
taken— immature fish are caught in the 
winter and spring,* and a&ilts in late 
summer. From Dalco -Passage into The 
Narrows, immature chinook are said to 
be taken all year and coho from late 
spring through summer. South off Pofnt 
Fosdick is a good fishing place for 
Pacific cod during winter and spring. 

« The eastern shore of Henderson 
Bfiy is a winter fishing area for im- 
mature chinook; off Green Point they 
reportedly are taken all year. Local 
angers say the best fishing- area for 
winter chinQok is from near Rosedale 
north. In late summer, maturing 
chinook often are found along the 
rforthwest shore\ of Henderson Bay. 

^outh of McNeil Island is a good 
nshing area for immature chinook i| 
winter and spring, also off Devils Hea 
and around Johnson Point. Resider 
coho are caught in late spring and 

^ summer in these twO/areas as well as 

in Henderson Bay. 
^ Off the south tip of Anderson^ 
Island, chinook are taken year«roUnd.* 
Best fishing, however, is in the winter 
and spring; the largest fisK are caught 
in spring. The Nisqually Riveryrfiep has 

' winter stedlhead and sea-ru>K cut- 
throats. 

In the lower reaches of Puget 
Sound, immature chinook are present 
in many ^reas' in spring and early 
summer. Some adult chinorfk a?e taken 
in Buddjnlet during the late summer. 
In this southern area, in addition to 
}he anadromous species qf salmon and 
cutthroat trout, large numbwa of 
surfperches (particularly ^pile] and 
striped) are tfifken about docks, pilings, 
or ottier obsfructions, and surf smelt 
are known to^ appear in some of the 
inlets. 
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ALASKA 



^ 



The name Alaska comes from t^e Aleut word,meaning/The 
GreatXand.** The 49th State truly deserves'its name for it is 
as 'big as England, France. Spain, and Italy combined and 
stretches over an even greater distance. It is a land rick in 
natural resources— fish, shellfish.' game, oil, minerals, and 
timber—and has some of the most beautifully rugged 
territory in North Amerifca. 

Fishing iias always been Alaska's biggest industry, with^ 
salmon the mainstay of tHat indusjtry. All five species of 
Pacific salmon are found in Alaskan waters. The three that 
are of prime interest to anglers ^are the chinook (king), coho 
(silver), and the pink. The sea-run trouts and char, close 
rehitives of the salmon, are also popular game species and ^ 
'plentiful in and around Alaska's coastal stre^fm.s. Bot- 
.tomfishes are abundant and include halibut, flounder, rock- 



fishes-* lingcodj andgrVenlings, 

The fishing gsKids plotted on the following charts tend^ 
to reflect the intensity of the fishing effort rather than the 
availabihty of fish. Sport fishin:g is probably as good or even 
better in unshaded areas, but these places are less ac- 
cessibly than those near population centers and, therefore, 
are fished less frequently.^ ' - . 

Most recfeational fishing in salt water takes place in the 
waters of the southeastern Alaska Panhandle from the Dixon 
Entrance nortji to Yakutat and in the south central or Gulf 
Coast region*^ including Prince William Sound. Kenai 
Peninsula. CooV Inlet, and Kodiak Id^nd. Saltwater angling in 
the remaining coastal areas tO/ the west and toJhe north is 
primarily subsistentTe fishing, an^ relatively inaccessible to 
most recreational anglers. , 
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Ml^l S()iilh(;asl(!rn AlaskiL 



The soutbeastern sectiofT of Alaska 
(Chaffs 30 ai)d 31). sometimes^ called 
the Alaska Panhandle, consists of a 
narrow stretch of mainland and a 
labyrinjth of numerous islands, fjords, 
and deep waterways jvyhich form the^ 
Inside Passage. Th^mountainous and 
♦heavily forested islands^ shelter these 
waterways from "the Pacific Ocean. 
The panhandle^ has^a temperate, rainy 
climate \^itlrwarm winters and cool 
summers The temperature seldom 
drops to zero Fahrenheit, and the 
annual rainfall varies from 25<t6. 155 
inches. 

Much of the land. is part of tfee 
Tongass Natibnal Forest/ the largest 
and, to some people, the most beautiful 
of our country's national forests. Ma^ny 
glaciers are still carving, grinding, and 
forming the land. Large rivers have 
their sources in these giaciers and are 
laden with silt, but tributaries are 
clear>jBd hava abundant populations 
of gamWish, Coastal streams are short 
and fairly swift, \lowing through deep, 
narrow. a|j#9ensely wooded valleys. 

Citi^and towns, isolated by the 
maze of waterways, depend heavily on 
water and air transportation. Road 
systems tend to be related to the 
development of each particular town 
rather th^n forming an interconnected 
series of roadways. Alaska's "marine 
highway," the State ferry system, has, 



terminal facilities at Ketchikan, 
Wrangell. Petersburg, Sitka* Hoonah, 
Juneau, Haines, and^kagway. 

o 

S/\i.MC)N Fishing 

V 

Excellent salmon fishing can be 
^ fourtd close to many harbors and 
mobrages. Best fishing spots are 
usually around prominent points of 
land and where tidal currents are 
swift and strong. Air and charter boa^t 
services are availabj£ at many of the 
larger cities f&aj^ngTers who wish to 
fish in the morj^remote areas. Boats 
used in salmon ''fishing range from 
small skiffs to lar^e cruisers and 
yachts. You, should consult tide tables 
and inquire locally about the waterr" 
you plan to fish, betause currents can 
be tricky in some channels and ex- 
treme fluctdations between high and^ 
low tides can leave you st^nded. 

In a number oP" bays in 
southeastern Alaska, large chinook 
start running in April an^ May and 
sometimes earlier in the Ketchikan 
arfia. They coi\tinue to run throu^ 
Ju^e and July, thei> fishing tends to 
taper off. in i^ugust as the mature fish\ 
leave for spawr^ing grounds. In' many ^ 
areas im^ature^ chinook or "feeders" 
are available year-round and weather, 
rather (^than the absence of s^mon, 
restricts fishing activity. 

CohUpl appear in* southeastern 
Alaska layer in the year in August, 
September, and October. In certain 
areas such a^ around Ketchikan and 
Sitka there are earlier runs in July,^ 
and cohos occasionally show up as 
early as June in the Juneau area. Fish 
caught in September and pt?tober are 
larger, but fewer in number. 

Pinks usually begin their run in 
June, and the run lasts until September 



and sometimes later in certain areas. 
Pinks ordinai^ily are not found far from 
shore and do not run up streams for 
great distances. The fishing is usually 
best in July and August during years of 
major abundance. 

Some chums are caught around 
the time of the coho runs, but these 
fish are not considered -as desirable, as 
other species of salmon. Anglers 
seldom take sockeye or red salmon in 
salt water in southeastern Alaska. 

Salmon derbies are celebrated 
annually at Ketchikan, Juneau, Sitka, 
Craig,»Thorne Bay, Coffman Cove, and 
Whale Pass. 



BorrOM FISHING 



Bottomfishes such as Pacific 
halibut, rockfishes. lingcod, stairy 
flounder, sablefish, sculpins, and 
greenlings are plentiful in^he waters 
of the Inside Passage. Although tfeese 
fish are considered by sbme to* be less 
glamorous than salmon and sea-rui^ 
trout, an increasing numt}er of anglers 
are recognizing their worth as fine >• 
game^and tablft fish. ^ 

^Pacific halibut are common and 
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gr(5\v^ tu munstrous proportion's in 
AL^ska waters The\ are taken usualU 
from about April ur Ma\ through 
August. u\er fairU fl^t buttum at- <ibcjut 
25 tu 35 fathoms Hahbutiere slightU 
less abundant near Ketchikan but 
around Petersburg and Wrangell a 
significant /i«umber.are taken in April 
'^!a*\ and lune uhile trullin£ fur 
chinouk. Farther north around luneau 
halibut are taken conbistentU b\ 
anglers fishi-ng at the soinh' tip of 
Shelter Island and in the Stephens 
Passage area Other guud lucations are 
Sitka Soundr and around Bell Island 
and Haines , . 

Rockfibhes are found ^ tKruughout 
soufheasts Alaska, but be^st fishing 
appears tu be «?round 'Ketchikan 
Although available m selected area^ 
around Juneau, thev are* generalh 
»carce in these waters compared to 
others Rockfibhes. or snappers, are 
tak^ over rock piles and reefs at ^ 
about 25 to 60 fathoms and most are 
taken from Ma\ to September The 
common rockfieb varieties in 
southeastern Alaska. are tbe velloweie 
(rasphead or red Snapper! r^nar\" 
and quillbac\ Other si)^cie^'^u( h as 
the dusk\. black \ello\vtail. rppper 
and silvergra\ rockfishes ^Iso enter 
the catch 

' * Lingcod also are taken. usualK 
over rc)ck\ areas at about lO.'fatKom^ , 
Other bottomfish cauiiht include kelp 
sreenhng whitespotted creei^i^nc rock 



ur 



-greenlmg. stulpm (Irish lords). Alaska 
, pollock.' Pacific hake. Pc^ific cod. ^ - 
dogfish <?nd other gharks. English 
("iemon") sole, -and arrowtooth - 
flounder ^ 

S;i('H:-.KlsHIN(, ^ 

For thube anglers ^vho either bv 
urcumstanie ur choice uuuld rather 
hsh frumc>bhure than venture, uul in a 
boat DuiK Wirden. s^a-run cutthroat 
and steelhead truut are ^vithin casting 
rt'fic h at,tb« muutbb of man\ coastal 
istrt^ir^f- dn% al%i£, beaches DolU » 
\arclen b\ ;ar the must abundant ^ 
and m isuutheastern Alaska this 
ispec les is taken -frujR \la\ through - 
0(. t^iber C.utthroats also begin running 
in Ma\ and fishpg usualK iaats 
through^ August, tapering off in Sep- 
tember Steelhead run in man\ coastal 
streams in the spring and fall 

In the ^Qiitherrf Alaska Panbandie 
[Cha!^ 30j shore anglers7ish along^the 
Mitkut'' Island ruad' s\stero soulh of . 
Petersburg Blind Slough, which runs* 
adjacent to the high\va\. can be fished 
in^ its'" er.tiret\ b\ walking a short 
distance off the road. Fishing effort is 
rT}ostl\ -in the intertidal area for coho^, 
'duririi; the runs in August and Sep- 
tember DoIIv Varden -and cutthroatg 
arn. taken throughout the \ear with 
bes-l fishing dunni; September 

Across Wrangeli Narrows.^ shore 
as well as skiff fishing is good at. 
Petersburg Creek for steelhead. cut- 
throats. DolK Varden. and salmop- ^ 
Access to this area is b\ boat from 
Petersburg A popular trout fishing 
'^pot is at the head of tidewater. \^ich 
IS hea\il\ fished during the spring and 
-summer anci aiiam m the late fall The 
mtertidal area extending 2 'miles 



^upstream* is the favored location fOr 
pinks, chums, and coho. 

In the norfhern Alaska IPanHandle 
(Chart '31) shore fishing is very popular 
around the lulieau-Douglas Island 
area Most fishing is for Dolly Varden 
although some cutthroats, steelhead.. 
pinks. ,coho. and chinook also are 
taken Most shore fishing occurs frogj 
spring through September Popular 
spots are around the mouths of such 
strea^ms'as the Fish. Salmon. Peterson, 
and She^p creaks as well as beaches 
near the Eagle River « _ . 

Farther north "near Yakutat, the 
Situk Ri\er Italia Ruer. and Lost'River 
offer some of the best trout an'd salmon 
fish*n^ in the State The Situk River, 
reachable from Yskutat b\ air or road, 
has excellent fishing for large 
steelhead The Situk Rner s reputation 
as a troph\ steelhead stream'seenjs to 
be largeU due to the presence of - 
repeat s^aw-ners The^*o]der female fish 
e\idenJtU ha\e a high surM\al rat^ 
after initial spawnmg. and thus are 

• able to return .again in appreciable 
numbers the following \ear 
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:{2 ^:Or(iovH toCook lnlrl 



Th;g regiun -fruhtin^ the Gulf uf 
Mdbka mc ludes Pnnre William Suunei 
Kenai Pepm^uld. dnd Cuok Inlet (Chart 
32) The coast Hanked b\ the Alaska 
Range which has some uf the highest 
mountains m North Amerua These 
mountams block off much uf*the l old' 
northerlv AMftds. and thi,& alun^^^stth 
,the influence of ocean, breezes con- 
tributes to the Gulf s rain\ and ot'ten 
storm\ climate It is "Alaslfa most 
populous region *and has the Stat^T* 
first pi:odu< ing oil \\ells^ The area, is* 
known for farming, fishinv: jnd/nmirk>: 
Some of the finest fishing ground*- 
•are within relatueK eds\ acn. ess uf 
roastal towjs joined* together b\ a 
•uiou^dd miles of highwav Salmon 
derbies are held at Se^vard and 
Valdez, 5ad- a halibut derb\ ii? 
celebrates at Homer , 



' In Prince William Soujid mo?: 
-saltwater anglirvg.is centered around 
^fee towns o{Cordo\a. Valdez. and Port * 
AVells^ 'The maior fishing etTort !s for 
coho. vshich occur from mid-Iuh 
through mid-September ^'aldez and 
" Cordova ha\c some umt^?r fi^^hmi^ tor 
chinook. and pinks are taken t>s/ 



trolling in salt ^vater in July and m 
streams during July and August 
Chums, althouxh present in the sound 
and its drainages, are not fished much 
because the\ do not appear to bitQ 
readily m s-alt water ^ 

Bottomfish such as halibut, rbck- 
fishes, and I'mgcod are available year- 
round in most saltwater ba\s Some 
common species of rockfishes taken in 
Prince William Sound are the duskv. 
black, and copper 

('ordova on the eastern shore of 
the sound, was once a copper mining 
Ujwn -and is now a fishing center 
Ferr\ service provides connections t(j 
\^aldez cind the State high\\a\ svstem 
Curduv a offers nearbi. w inter fishing 
fur ehinuok during larkiarv. February, 
and March Cohg fis^hmg i^ excellent, 
and" often lasts into October— pier 
anglers sometimes talte coho from the 
dow'ntown pjers 

^farther north at the town, of 
\'cuaez, the Alaska highw.a\* s\stem 
connects the Gulf coosf to the Yukon 
Luuntrv. This titv v.as \irtuall\ rebuilt. 
^Tnd literd'lK moved 4, miles after being 
, 'severely damaged b\ the 19644^arth-* 
quake and tidal wave Fishing for 
rhinaok le between February and late' 
'Slav, a-ndrf coho are /Qi ken here m 
.^u^ust and- September Considerable 
, interest is grovymg in halibut fishing. in 
the Vsldez Arm area ^d there I's a 
small- but developing cod fisherv off the"" 
\'aldez Citv Dock * . 

.Across Prince William Sound 
'fishing IS good for coho af Port W^ls 
A small-boat harbof ftas lust been" 
completed at Whittier land, ijt is ex- 
pected that a sport fisherv will develop 
rapidk here. The .town is within 
relativelv easv 'access from Anchorage 
and points north and east with. con- 
nations via fep^v to^Jieldez and via 



rail ferry eboard the Alaska Railroad 
to' Portage on the Anchorage-Seward^ 
Highw;ay. 



Thf-, Kl\m P>M\si v\ Cook Im.ht 

• Seward, on Resurrection Bay. is 
the mam port of the Kenai Peninsula 
and south terminus cff the Alaska 
Railroad. Most . fishijig i? for coho, 
although pinks and some chinook also 
are caught. Resurrection Bay has been 
closed to commercia! fishing for coho 
.since 1965 A coho fishing derbv is 
held each vear in .August and is very 
popular with local and visiting sport 
anglers Coho start running in the bav 
about THid-Iulv and the run usuallv 
lasts till September with best fishing in 
.August Shore fisHmg is popular in the 
Seward area. partiCularlv around 
Low-ell Point where DoUv Varden. 
pinks, and some coho are caught by 
casting'frpm therbeach . . . 

Ther^ is good bottomfishmg for 
rockfishes and lingco<k^ over rockv% 
areas- ^t the entrance tg Resurrection 
Bav Black, velloweve (red snapper), 
vellowtail. * and tiger rockfishes are 
some of the^ species landed ''around 
Rugged aud Cheval islands Most 
bottomfishmg occurs from mid-May 
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PAGIFie ISLANDS 



Tbe fdkvring pages describe marine ga(^ Ashing around the 
tropica] islands of H^aii* American S«iloa. and Guam. The 
Hawaiian Islands' rise oat of the central Pacific Ocean near 
Ibe majrgiiydf tropicsr while Ameriaan Samo^lies below 
the Sqnat^ appn^dmately 2,60C[ miles south f Honohihi^ 
Guanv tl^^N^r^^ aild westernmost territory of the United , 
Stated is lorai^d in the western Pacific Ocean less mkn 
'\\ 1,706 iiuIe5.south\oi/Tokyd, Japan> Althoiigh widely separated 
j^^ /g^Dgraj^c^B^, these islands all fall within the* boundaries of 
' iB: large 'regidh characterized by a distinct marine fauna— a 
region^ tHat^extends frcxn East Africa acrpss*the^ Indian Ocean 
. ^ inU) Oie central Padfic'Ocefn* Tlius niany similar or identical 
/ -^species occur in Hamii, American Sdmoa^ and Guamr . • 
^ / ' All of Jltese. islands ar^ voh^nlc in origin with the sea* 
bottom phinibg fair^ ra^id^ aWay froni dhore. asd in many 
locations .e?n:8l|ent de^^^sea \fishing opportunities, 
availii^Ie jwithin a relatiyely ^Bori distanqe fppm pdrt. Som^ 
* cS the '^llfish and groij^ds have produced rec<lrd*si£e<l 
' BA and eaunu9d;,% ;worklwiw'*]^^ iabig^ame fishing 



, abiUi 
""^X and 

prepi 



circles* But although th^. glamour and excitement of deep>sea 
fishing draws many to the offshore grounds, mucbc.of the ^ 
fishing conducted about ihe islands is for die great v^ety of 
smaller tropical ^she^ found imr 'iiisfipre reefs a&d along, 
rocj^ Vind sand^shor^ The most sou^t>after fishesjafe not. 
rilj: the. largest or -the ones* with^ the best .fighting 
—many. i^Ianddrs judge the, vahi^ of a fish by. iU tastje, * 



ry^the traditiotol lvalues ^aftacnMl to'cdtching it aniil \^ 
ring itfor:th^,taWe. I ^ / ' " ' 





tie a^a:^ 
essicm^^ 
ik.about^. 



isitoro sh(HiId always. firH^ check a 
I>Ian I0 &h unless ac^^panted. by a 
r or guid|. If/ycra^intend Jo;fish from shprej 
conditions! ..^ccftssibOfty^M restricted^ ^ 
cftecl the edibility of .your, catted p^rticulajrly ia^Jtoeric»a 
.Samoa and Guam^ Where -a few, spedes reported tor Ife^^^ 
poisongusr Those* known susp^ted^to be pdiSonmis^are ^^^^^ 
discussed in the accompan^g. text and in the s^won'ott ' 
Marin.e:Game Fishes- of the Pacdfic^sIands. ^ ' ^ 
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until mid-Iul\ whon cohu fishing 
begins 

Around the /tip. of .the iCenjU 
Peninisulti is 'the tuwn uf Fiumur. on 
. Kachemak Ba\ Hom^r is blessed \Mth 
d mild climate with* winter . tem- 
{jerdtures » seldum fdlling below zeru 
Fahrenheit. ♦jind mean bxeezes keep 
. summer temper<^tufus fTup going muc h 
.^dbove 70*P Recraatiunal use qf 
Kachemak BtK preiitiubK . was 
relatneU low bet ausu^ uf pii(jr ruad 
lujineitions with An^chufftgu' and 
.neighboring rummunitles. *but sini."! 
Lompiefiun uT the Sttirhnii Hitihw'av ai¥i 
construction of a new smtJUbdnt 
fcarbuf an ii'icre*i'5inK numbed uf spRrt 
cTnfilers are < Onsinfc 'to ■ Homer tej fi^h 
* - fur h^'libut I ut^o<pinks jDulU Variien 
"flounders. ( o^ ' 4n*d ^ablj^fish Homer 
Spit offers piar anH; shore fi^hmg. and 
there js short* fishinjj^or roho'arounr! 
Mud Ba\ on Karhemak Ba\ 
**^* .Most^ s-port fishing on the Cook 
inlet side- 'of the Kenai Peninsula c oast 
is in riier^ and streams, that empt\ 
into ^e inlet To help r*ebuild rhinook 
.salmon stacks .l^sdU^ dapl^ted b\ the 
fisherie/' sport and c opmerr lal fibhini^ 
f^r ihmook''was prohibited in Cuuk 
^ Inlet a^id drainages m •i964 ^n 1^66. 
the .Mask^a Department of FisK and 
G^ame, allowed it - regulated ^por* 
harvest from <ertain ^stream<^ and 
• ru^rs. including the Kenai Ki\er 
,* .Anchor Rner. NiniTchik Ruer. ,and 
^Deep Creek l^isninc.^.for th<nook 
MSualK starts.. m iatep^Ict\ andV^m- 
Jtir\u%s . until mid-Iune in mw,pr^ 
peninsula streams. ClAn<^ok j are/.then ' 
follov\ed b\ Doll\ Varden. which are 
' available in mid-Iul\ In .^u'^ust and 
through September. roho " 'and 
- stee^head entei^jg^he strearA _of.^*hp 



lower ppninswula. steelh'ead sn<*.\ 
contihuV to* run until Qctober Pmk^ 
also are taken in considetabje uum- 
fcfers from, peninsula streanis 'duhqg 
vears of major, oihk runs Best times 
for pinks and echo asc in }u\\ and 
.Au^just ^ * 



.A saltwater fisherv (from boats) 
pecenth "developed in Cook Inlet south 
of. Deep Creek is expanding rapidlv. 
althuugh^ rough water is frequenth a 
Fimitiqg fac tor. 

The Kenai River has gill ne't 
islver\ fur smeH or eulachon 
huuligan tu Alaskan^) each Ma\ 
The smelt are caught generally £rum 
the terminus of the Kenai River ^ai 
Cuuk Inlet tu about 22 miles upstream 
.Must o( the ffshing (largeh in Ma\) is 
aluni» thu l-mfle sjretc h, uf, the Ti\er 
i"\dpac ent to the c it\ uf Kenai j.N'earU 
all fish arci captured with a gill net 
tied alunii a lung pule . Smelt are dlsu 
takt'H m spridii in uther Cook Inlet 
^tieam^ anci in the Tu rnagain \rm 
*art*?i but must SishiQt: m the«se areas is 
done w ith dip nets 



X\ Kodiaklshinddnd 
Points VV{!sl 



Kutiidl Island [Ch,art^ 33). site of the 
first Russian settlement in .Maska. 
offers excellent saltwater fishing for 
salmon, hahhut. sea-run trout. Dollv 
Varden. and ror^^fishes The northern 
part of the island is forested , the. 

.southern portion is relati\*el\ treeles<? 

, with gra^\ slopes i\ pical of the 
wicanic and barren terrain of the 
Alaska Peninsula countr\ .Most- m^^me 
ijame fishing on Kodiak takes plaj^on 

'the northeastern tip of the island close 
ty ^he ' ci*\ of Kodiak. which has 
launching Taciljties. * tacklfe - stores, 
breakwater fjshing. and some dock 
Gshmg Charted* planes are ayailablle 
5)r those^'who want* to fish in the'mere 
remote areas such as .Afognak Island 
iti tHe north > . , . ' 

From late .Ma\ to .August, ^hore 
anglers catch Doll\ Varden in and 
around the mouths of Ihe Buskin and 

, Pasagshak rivers In June.- sockeye are 
available <^found the mouths of these 



two rivers and halibut are taken from 
Chiniak Bay^and Anton Larson Bay. 
Rockfish (rock bass) fishing is 
especially productive along the north 
shore of Monashka Bay during sum- 
mer. Jul> brings excellent fishing for 
pmk^ in Chiniak. Bay. and from August 
to October coho are abundant in 
Chiniak. Pasagshak. and Monashka 
bays. 

There is little spor^ fishing in 
marine \\aters west of Kodiak- Most 
reci"eational fishing /is in freshw 
streams and /lakes On the AlSsK 
Peninsuidthere is - somt^ fishing for 
salmon. t?o^ir7Tmd hahbut <it Cold 
Ba\— a w ind\V treeless outpost and 
hub of air opea'arnsx^ for- ^e- Aleutians 
Gu\ernment a/id airline emplo\ ees->6nd 
their families »make up most of the 
population "at Cold Bav 'Farther west 
6n the .Aleutian Chain. militar\ per- 
sonnel fish for salmon. DofI^ Varden. 
and halibut at .A'dak .Naval Base 
Northward on the Bering .Sea there i^ 
a tomcod and halibut fishery at .Nome, 
bui this is mostU subsistehce fishing 
There is some saltwater angling from 
shore arcxind the mouth of the .Nome 
River and from buats in^afet\ Lagoon. 
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PACIFK ISLANDS 



The fcdhming pages ciescnbe marine ga^ Ashing arotind the 
tropical islaikis of Haivaiu American S»iloa* and Guam* The 
Hawaiian IsIaiKis'nse'oat of the central Pacific Ocean near 
1be,mrgiiydlf thte tropicsr while American Samo^lies below 
fbe Iqnatw^ appn^dmately 2,GO0. miles south m Honohihi^ 
Guam* tte^km^est a£d il^restemmost territory of the United . , 
Statedl is lo^tdd in the western PaciHc Ocean less tMn . 



circles. But although th^. glamour and excitement of deep-sea 
fishing draws many to the offshore grounds, muchcof the 
fishing conducted about ^e islands is for tiie ^eat vpiety of 
smaller tropical ^sh^ lound oyer >ins&ore reefs apd along 
rocj^^nd sanct^shor^ The most spu^iafter fishes.are not: 
jl|d6^s8axil^ Oie. largest .or .the one$ with^the best.figh&ig. 

. - ' ~ 7 I- ' * abihtV— mai^ iklanjters ju4ge tto 

^'.1 mife^ southNflt'Tdky^ Ja^ ""^j^ and iy^the traditiotel lvalues jattacnM to citc^tg it an<ll \^ 

I j^^ .'gebgraj^c^B^, these islands att fall within the*boundi^ries of preparing itior .tl^;table. , 2 ' ^ ^ 7^ 
> large 'regidh characterized by a distinct marine fauna--a' 
region^ tHattexfends horn East Africa acrpss* the^ Indian Ocean 
. ^.into dua^central Fad&^Ocefn* Tlius many similar or identical 
. ^ -species ocour in Hawaii, American Samoa^ and Guam^ . * 
^ / * All <tf ^a^^ .i^ands ax:^ volt^nic in ol'igin with this sea 
bottom phm^iig fairfy ripldSjf aWay froni dhore* ami in many 
loc^tioM .6?a»l|ent deep-se \^hing -opportunities, eti^ 
ayaibribfelwit^ a rdatlyely jshor^distanpe Usm port. Somc^ 
* of the ^foni^h. and tut^ grotj^ds' have produced recird>8i2etl 
' *foh and eajrx^:,^;wor]dwidt^^^^ iubig-game fishing 




the awa:^ _ 
assio^ 



iditoro shmdd always check. a 
plan 1p &fb unless acooi^panted. by a 
ir or gui(te. if/xOT,intend;,to-fishf from shpreXask abc^t^^^ 
conditions^.^^cc^ssibijity;^^ restricted^ ^^^c'^ 
tk the edibil%.of your . cfiCt^ 
.Samoa and Guain, where a few s^^ are reported tolfe^^:^ 
poisonous^ Those' known oij. susp^ted^to be ^ciSonmw^ »are 
discussed in the accompanying, text and in the se^on'on-^ r;^ 
Marine:Game Fishes^ of the Pacific^slands. * — 
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HAWAIIAN ISLANDS' 

The beautiful islands of our 50th State. 
Hawaii, are^ situated in the north 
Central Pacific Oceajn over 2.0OO mileis 
south\i;^st of mainlarxi North America 
The Hawaiian archipelago cpmp.rises 
eight ipaior islands and a auml^er of 
rock\ islets and small coral islands 
The larger .islands - are actually the 
high peaks- of an undersea chain of 
volcanic mouhtiains and ris^ steeply 
and majesticaily out of the ^eep clear- 
blue waters of tltfe Pacific. Geo- 
logically, the islands were forn^ed 
^vest to east, the youngest island being 
the island of Hawan. which still has 
active volcanoes. The oldest are the 
tin\ coral sand islands at the 
westernmost tip of the chain 

The climate is largeh influenced 
b\ the northeast ^ trade winds that 
travel over the cool, westward flowing 
North Equatorial Current, and then are 
affected b\ ^he high elevations and 
contours of the islands. As a result. . 
the islands have a relatively cool, .wet 
windward side and a %varm. dry 
leeward side.^^STni— ^heifi is wide 
variation in temperature, wind!' and 
rainfall according to * localiU In 
general, temperatures rang^ from 56® 
to 90®F. are lowen fro©-^ Nov ember 
through April, atid mikj to warm the 
rest flftt)>€ V^^r VVarrwe^t months are 
lulv. ^pygust. ^and Sqp^ember when 
temperatures may Veach, 80* to 90®F 
Occasionally a southerly or *^Kona" 
wind brings mug^ines"^ to the islands 
and rain to the leeward coasts. 

The population* is unevenly 
distributed; 82^0 of the people Hive, on 
Oahu. and tliree-quarter.s of these ^n 
the* city o/ Honolulu' Hawaii. *^e 
largest isla/d with six and a half tfmfs 
the larjfi^ea of Oahu. has only 8^o of 
ipulation. 

The islands of Hawaii of(er ,a 
variety of excellent vear-mnnd 
O g"— <ieep-sea. inshere. und 
• ^|^(^*"® fishing. 
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* Havs ail's blue marlin and jtiin^. 
grounds are WrOrld famous, ami the 
^professional skippers and crews tfiaft 
fish these waters are among the mofit 
experienced blufe-vv^ter anglJk's in .thii 
world. Charter -boats provide fuH 
equipment and wperale year-round on 
a nonsnheduled "basis. Advance 
reservations ' should be made With 

' individual boat operators or with 
charter services. .Internationfl Game 
Fish Association's scales 'and weigh- 

. masters are availablfjcgn all the main 
islands. , , ^ 

The ma)or trolling grbunds 'for 
Hawaii's spoM fishing fleet art? showi 
on Chart ^4. Molt^ fishing is 
Jhe calmer leeward coa$ts 
islands. The windward roastaf Aatec 

^^nd the cKannel -areas betwtiejV^fo 
islands are lUst as productive for big 



§ame fish, but the seas in these 
^ blustery areas are often rough apd 
tend to discourage raost anglers. Fishes 
that are taken by trolling include blue, 
black, and^ striped Marlins (all called 
"a'u" by the islanders). '"ahi (yellqwfin- 
tiftia), aku (skipjack., tuna)/ mahimahi 
^(dolphin), ono (v^hoo). Wawakawa. 
flittle tunny). ^ and kan^nu (rainbow 
runner or Havvaiiall 'salmon). Most, 
trolling occurs in water- f. 000 fathoms 
^ or less; although off the ^^ona coast of" 
Hawaik boats may fish over water up 
to 2,000 fatham^ or more de^p in ^ 
search of marlin and tuna. 
» There^^arfi two basic t^pes of 

fishing strategies— ajea fishing and- 
ledge fishing. Angler^ who **fish'the 
. area" work over a known *proddctive 
fishiag aground such as Penguin Ba'nk 
or the "Chicken Farm." V-atching for 
' flocks of seabirds whith f^ed on the^. 
baitfishes ^hat marlin and large tunaV' 
^♦chase to the surface. Ledge fishing 
''^ involves trollii?g aloAg submarine- shelf ' 
area^ where (narlin. ^tdina, and other 
sfnaller fish a^ 'known to concentrate 
. and ,feed. Aside from^ being excellent 
• manlLn .and tu*na areas, ih^sa^ 
precipifous hedges also prod^# ^n- ' 
pressive numb^^Vs of- ono* and kahala 
' (arfiberjack), as wijU as the lar^e 
deepwater snappers which are caught 
handlining on the bottom. 
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Oahu (Chart 35) is the pohtical and 
commercial center of the Island State, 
where . the bustling capital citv of ' / 
Honolulu 'is located. It is here that / 
most^f Hawaii's people* live and work 

The island is formed by two 
rugged ^parallel volcanic mountain 
ranges separated by a wide valley 
carpeted with sugarcane and 
pineapple. Many shore recreation 
spots cind'stenic views are wijhin easy 
aci.ess along highways that circle and 
cross the island- 

Honolulu's Kewalo Basin, only a 5- 
minute drive from the VVaikik! hotel 
district, has fine fle^ets of deep-sea 
cruisers. Charter boats fish close-in 
and offshore 'for many different types 
of game fish— marlin. *ahi. mahimahi. 
ka%akavva. ono. and sometimes the 
deipwater snappers— depending on 
whet IS running. Ma*r4in have been 
caught .within a mile of the harbo^\__^ 
Honolulu boats often fish from Penguin 
Bank to the eas^t of th^ island or work 
from the western or leeward shore 
along Barbers Point to Kaena Point off 
the VVaianae coast Penguin Bank is 
noted for large schools of small tuna 
and mahimahi as well as marli>rand 
ono. The VVaianae coast offers the 
coniiaTt of fishVng in the calm lee of the 
ishmd and a promise ^of exceptionally 
large marlfn and^ yellowfin tuVia ("ahi) 
Charter boats out of Pokai Bay Boat 
Harbor alsp fish this area. On the 
windward coast, charters are 
available at > Heeia Boat Harbor in 
Kaneohe Bay^ and when weather 
permits, there is good ma,rhn fishing 
along the 100-fathom drop off between 
*^Makapuu Pouit-and Mokapu Point. 
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O fishing from shore is probably tbo 
popubr way to fish throu^l^out 



the Pacific .Islands. Getting, to shore is 
relatively easy in most plftces/ and the^ 
co^t of this type of recreation is 
nominal. A variety of methods are 
used—pol^e and linff, netting, spearing, 
and ffapping. Only a few .places in ^ 
Hawaii rent fishing tackle, but all of 
tbt? islands have sporting goods stores . 
vvfefe inexpensive gear c^in be pur- » 
ghased. ' . / 

Heavy bait-casting gear is used 
mainly for ulua. an island term for 
large-sized jacks. These fish are highly 
prized by shore anglers and some are 
re}>orted to reach 5 feet long. Ulua are 
fouiid around rocky headlands and 
poin)s, usually in 'turbulent water. 
Sortie of the best fishing spots for ulua 
on Oahu are Koko>Head. Bamboo Ridge 
(north of Hanauma - Bay and to the 
south of the Blow Hole). Diamond 
Head. Makapuu Point,^ and Kaena 
Point. This type of fishing can be 
dangerous for the begrnner because of 
the rugged na^if^ of the terrain in 
most ulua fishing areas. Access to 
some of the better fishing spt)ts is« 
sometimes difficult, • and the surf can 
be treacherous— reports of 'anglers 
being swept from^the ro^ks by waves 
are not uncommdn.^ 

Young jacks, called "papio," are 
favorite^ light tackle quarry fff'r pier 
and' shoreline anglers.' Papio are 
caught all around the island, being 
*most abundant from August to 
November, Another member of the jack, 
family, the akule, is also a popular 
light tackle fish. Most pole fishing is= 
for young akule or '*hahalalu''' (often 
pronounced simply "halalu"), Which 
are caught in bays and harbors, such 
as Pokai Bay, and Haleiwa Harbor, and 
in Honolulu Harbor by pier fishing 
under lights Hahalalu are caught 
mostly at night, as are a variety of 
otFier inshore fishes. 

Some fishes that -are active* at 
night— wekes, aholehole, and /ama- 
ama— are caught by "torch fishing." 
On calm dark nights when the tide is 
low, persons armed ^with spears or 
hand' nets wade out over the reef 
carrying lights to locate marine 
animals. Years ago, torches were 
made from dried coconut leaves, biit 
oow gasoline lanterns and battery- 
powered liglrts are used. Lobsters and 
"squid'' (octopus to mainlanders) are 
also taken torch fishiqg. 

The **h'ukilau" * is another 
traditional island fishing method. It 
involves a group^ of people. A large 
surround net is used to encirde the, 
fwsh, usually in protected waters. /Dnc^ 
thre net is set in place everyone pulls 
'on tjie two end ropes, forcing the fish 
into the net as it is drawn into shallow 
'watfi*. Usually all kin^s of fishes are 
raugnt with the hukilau ^net. <ind 
custom dictates that anyone who wtvls 
his • feet during -netting be given a 
portion of the catcrN^^ 
. Some of the popuNf .shore fishing 
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1 ^ ^ !^ Kcehi Boat Basin 

^ • • . Kewalo Basin 

3 • • AlajA^ai Boat Harbor 

4 y • . Maunalua B. Beach Pk. 

5 • Kailua Beach P^rl^ - 

6 • • # Heeia-Kea BoatJbiarbpr 

7 • • Kahana Bay 

8 • • Haleiwa 

9 • ^ • Pokai Bay Boat Harbor 



and torching areas are shown on the 
map. In Honolulu Harbor there is pier 
fishing for 'oama, halalu,.and maomao. 
The shallow ' teef around Honolulu 
Airport is a favorite lo6atiop • for 
netting 'ama'ama; spinning for papio 
agd 'o'io: and, on calm nights, torching 
for weke. Parts of Waikiki Beach are' 
g(Aid for torch fishing, especially for 
"squid" (octopus). There is also fishing 
from shore for aholehole, papio, 
'ahia'ama. and awa along the Ala Wai 
Canal that Cuts through the Waikiki 
Beach district. Alon^ Waimanalo 
Beach, 'o'io ^nd weke are caught from 
shore, and moi ai;e taken near the 
mpuths of creeks emptying into 
Waimanalo Bay. 

Farther north. Kaneohe Bay has 
netting for surgeonfish (manini and 
kala), 'dma'*ama. akule, awaawa, and 
awa. Kaneohe Bay. is also one of the 
better areas for octopus or "scjliid." 
and underwater spearing for kumu, ^ 
roanini, palani, and weke-*ula. 'Omaka 
are abundant seasonally,- and 
'aweoweo on occasions enter the bay 
in great numbers. All along the north- 
-eastern coast there is shore casting ' 
over reef-and-sand bottom for* papio 
and weke: over sand bo,ttonufor moi 
and *o'io: and cast netting and gill 
netting inside of . the reef for 
surgeonfish, "ama'an^a, and akule. 

In Haleiwa Bay. hrahalalu school in 
great numbers in late summer, and 
many are taken by pole fishing from 
shore.* Hahalalu and 'opelu are taken 
in the surf nloag the coast north of 
Waianao: 'o'io and, ulua are cdught off 
the shores alKjurjd Nanakuli; moi and 
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'ama'ama are tiiken by netting aiui 
shore castiiw around flarhors 4^oint. 
Fishing iniPfi^rrl Harbor is restricted by 
the military^ and it is fished by, §l;rvice 
personnel and their dependents. The 
harbor is good for cast netting 
'ama'ama: pole fishing .for»papio. 
'omaka. nehu. and palani; and spin- 
fishing with lures for. kawalea. 

There is a. considerable amount of 
small-boat fishing in * reef*protect'ed 
areas and in bays and harbo'rs around 
the island. All facility locations in* ^ 
dioated on the map have launching 
ramps, except Kewalo Basip. 'Omaka, 
'aWeoweo, menpachr, papio, and^weke- 
'ula are caught frotn boajs m Kaneohe 
Bay, and hahalalu sometimes are taken 
by skiff anglers in Haleiwa Bay. Large 
ulua are taken in the^area north of 
Mokapu Peninsula, and^ boats bottonr 
fish for 'omaka in Pearl Harbor. 
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The island of Hawaii (Chart 36). often 
referred to as the 'Big Island/' 
' contains two-thirds the laud area of 
the entire island chain. It' consists of 
five volcanic mountains about 20 miles 
apart aTM linked* together bv. saddles. 
3,000 to YOOO feet high^-t^Trmed by 
bverlawyi^ lava flows. Along the 
northeasf coast, the island takes the 
full brunt of the northeast trades and 
is exposed to hqavy rains. The rest of 
the island is ratHer dry'and^rid owing 
to the spongehke porosiiy of ^the rocks 
and Tack of rain on thWet^ard side. 
All around the island, water depth 
olunges dramatically and raf^lly away 
llTom shore. 

OFFsHORh AND NhARhHOKK FlSHIN(; 

Most offshore game fjshing occufffi 
on the calmeV leeward or Kona coa7>t 
O jng spring, summer, and fall, ^n 
ter. especially during January. 
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there is little fishing aAivityVbecause 
of rough seas, but fishing usually picks 
up again in February. Blue-ffw^i can 
be c'd\\^\))t all year, but ^areO^ost 
abundant from june through Octt: 
.vStriped marlin appear to be more 
abundant during times when , blue 
marlin are Ifeast abundant (during' 
winter ^hd early spring), and are, not 
caught by sports anglers in as many 
numbers as the blue's. Best time for , 
;^ahi IS November Mirough April. Aku 
are taken all yeaf. but bes1 catches 
are made -in the summer. ^Ofio are most 
abundant from April through August. 

Ther Kona 'coast is fa'med for its 
smooth', clear watfia* and ideal fishing 
cdnditions. It is also famous for the 
Hawaiian International Billfish 
Tournament, which is staged every 
summer at Kailua-Ko'na. Anglers from 
all over the world cpme to fish the 
waters of the Kona Coast, where 
several marlin over 1,000 ^lounds have 
'been landed in recent yPars. The most 
. ^popular. grxjunda Jishfid by the charter 
fleet are q/f Keahole Point— less than 
an, hour's ruq^from Kailua-Kona. Boats 
also fish along the entir^ leeward 
coast as far south as Kauna Point in 
search of iharlin and tuna. 

Farther wishore. 'ahi and^Jno^ar^ 
taken in gQod numbers by. trolling oyer 
the slee^lOO-fathom ledge. This drop- 
off areaby^o is good for handlining 
onaga arioKahala. From about 40 to 
100 fathoms there fis handHning and 
netting for akule,- 'opelu, ''opakapaka, 
and some of the gotit fishes or 
wekes— weke-'uha and moana. 
Nearshore out to about 50 fathoms 
deep, menpachi. manini, and moano 
are taken. The Kawaihae (Kohala) 
coast on the northwest side of tho^ 
island is* especially gSod for one and 
"ahi as >vell as other smaller game 
fishes However, waters tend to get a 
little rough in the afternoon, when the 
wind usually picks up in this area of 
the co'ast. Boats based at Kawaihae 
ofien make the run down 'to "the 
<^ounds" off Keahole Point for marhn 
and tuna Wheo- weather permits, 
ove^-night trips are^made from the 
Kona area down to South Point for* 
ahr ono, and 'opakapaka. 

The windward coast has limited 
offshore fushmg by private boats based 
'out of Hilo for marlin, "ahi, ono, ma- 
himahi, and kawalea. These gi^ounds 
are fished only by experienced amblers 
familiar with the area— the extrx/mely 
heavv swells and rough seas a/e not 
for the'nf)vice angler and boat handler 
Akul(». opelu, and ta'ape are takon 
farther inshore, and within the protoc- 
tion of Hilo Bay fishing is excellent 
for moi and other small game fishes. 
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Although a(.(,esb w dlffuult. if not 
impiossi]i)e. along mudu Hawaii's 
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• Mahukona 

• Kawaihae 
Puako 

• ^onokahau HarbcA' 
Kailua-Kona- * 

,Keauhou B. Anchorage 

-'*HpaaujiaiLBay_ - 

Milohi 

Kaulana Bay^' 
^ Pohoiki 
> Hilo 



12 9 Laupahoehoe 

13 ^ Kukuihaelcjv 



m 



'*Hiy»h iniv <inlv 



coastline, there are' still many prlaces 
whtere 6ne can fish from shore. An 
assortment (tf fishes are taken: among' 
them the most sought after appear 4o 
be'la/ge ulua and their younger off- 
spring "papio": the convict tang or 
manini: and young akule or hahalalu. 

Hawaii's rugged ^coastline 
particularly suited for ulua ^^i^bmg. 
One o{\hfi^m&^mi^^Q^iQ^giJ^ff^\s at 
S^lii f mill where black ulua are most 
Abundant in the vyinter. dnd white ulua 
are caught year-round, dominating the , 
catch in summer. Other good areas, are 
Upolu "Point, Kealakekua Point just 
north of Kealakekua Ba,y and the area 
s(^th of the Bay. and all along the 
wmdward .-coast south of Hilo. 
\ The small but tasty manini is a 
very popular shore fish on the island 
of Hawaii They are caught all arouod 
the island— mosttly by cast betters. i 
Papio ar(i abundant and are 
(taught pol() fishing along the coast and 
in 'bays and harbors, Hahalalu an? also 
taken pole fishing in bays and harbors, 
parycularly, at Hilo. Kawaihae. 
Honoknha4j. Kaihia. and Keauhoti. 

Some* of the more* popular shore- 
fishing areas <ire indicated on the map, 
'Along the looward roast, 'ama'ama 




ami manini are taken from shore 
•* between Kawaihao aiul Puako. There 
i$ hmited accesV-<Jver the lava fields 
south of Puako, but Honokakau Harbor 
. and •the coast south to Kailua offer^ 
somtf^hore fishing. South of Kailua- 
Kona there is^ intermittent*^cess to 
shore along th^^iigh way— some areas 
are ♦ privately IPlPned. From about 
i^auhou south to Kealakekua Bay the 
^fishing IS reported 'to be excellent, but 
access is difficult— only by way of a 
dirt -trail about one-half mile south of 
Keauhou* Bay. In nu!ist of Kealakekua 
Pay. fishing is restricted, but to the 
south there is shore fishing for ulua. 
menpachi. and papio (about a 5-minute 
walk to the bea«hV A limited amount 
of shore fishing occurs near Hoopuloa 
and Milolii. ' 

The windward j)V Hilo coast of theA 
island has shore J&h'ing along Hilo Bay 
for moi. and from the Hilo breakwater 
Tor 'moi. manini. hahalalu, weke, and 
papio. The area south of Leleiwi Point * 
is good for moi. manini, aholGhole. 
^fluouoa. weke. 'o io. and ^ua. Prom 
around Kaloli Point souffl*^ to Cape 
Kjumuka'hi, large ulua are taken from 
"shore as well as menpachi and some of 
*the fishes mentioned above. Farther 
south at Opihikao.ir.felanders fisjt for 
menpachi, manini. moi.. 'o'io. papio. 
and oilua. 'Runaluu Harbor* and 
Honuapo Bay have a limited amoOnt of 
fishincaon; akule. 
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group apd the second largest island in 
the Hawaiian chain. The windward of 
eastern side is a succession i)f gorges 
rich in lush vegetation, cascading 
waterfalls, and black j;aiid beaches. 
The leeward or western s^de of the 
islantl is characterized by golden sand 
beaches." secluded coves, and very 
clear waters. 

^ The island of Molokai also is 
formed by two volcanic mountains. Its 
windward side is* very scenic with 
precipitous cliffy, rising sheei;ly 500 tor 
4.ftO0 fe^t from the ocean,^ and in- 
dented by magnificent valleys. The 
leeward side is a patchwork of ancient 
fish ponds fringed with coral reef. 

• The islands of Lanai v and 
Kahoolawe are both single mounjairis. 
Lanai. owned by the Dole Pineapple 
.Company, is primarily ^a pine^j[^le 
plantation.' Kahoertawe is uninhabrted 
and sometimes usect as a target area 
by the U.S. Armed Forces. / 
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Kanuolc; 

This, jsia^^ BrSl^P (Chart 'was 
prSbably "onee-^f^ single island.Naut now 
Is separated by channels 6 to dy^miles 
wide and up to 100 fathoms^ deep. The 
Island of .l^^ui is called "The ,VaUey^ . 
* Isle*/ froln the low^ytng valley or isth- 
^mus .that links the two vokanic^ 
O ntj^ins that*; form east and w^j^ 
It' is theMargest island of (he 
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OHSHOHt FiSHINC; 

Sport fishing boats are available 
for charter oiTMaui at the old whaling 
port of Lahaina. close to the Kaanapali 
^ach resort area. Most deep-sea 
flkhing takes place in the triangle 
formed by the islands of Maui. Lanai, 
and Kahoolawe. Fishi|)g around 
Molokai and Lanai can be arranged 
through Maui charter services. At the 
time of this" writing, charters were also 
available on an intermittent basis out 
of the port of Kaunakakai on Molokai. 
but this should be checkerf With the 
charter services. 

Boats out of Lahaina * t'roll for 
mahimahi, kawakawa, ono. and **blue 
marlin.' or bottomfish for deepwater 
snappers and weke-'ula. Most fishing 
is done in the protected lee of the 
islaAds. but during calm wpather some 
boats venture*' out in the channel areag^ 
to bottAmfish over^the productive' 
submaii^TO led-ges of the Pailplo 
annel.'me lOCmthom ledge where 
Auau and Kealaifofhiki cha*nnels meet, 
and aroundtli^island of Kahoolawe. It 
IS best to check with the Hawaii 
Division' -oT" ,Fish and Game aboiit 
fishing 'around Kahoolawe; sometimes * 
it is restrictgd during Naval 
operations. The area to the west of 
Lanai and Molokai is fished by 
;prw^tely owiged vessels €nd the 
charter fleet out of Oahu. 



Inshore and Shorkunk Wishing 

Be^hes. rocky points, and reefs 
along the •coastlines of thelse islands 
* of£e^^ excellent opportunity for ^pin 
.f(shmg: suV casting, net fish!ng,> and 
spearing. On Maui, skiffs f:an be 
rented aj^ hahaina for ^ nearshore 
fisimrgvalong the Lahaina coast f^om 
, LIpoa rjoint to Maalaea 'Bay along 
Highway 30. 
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Perhaps Maui*s most popular 
shore fish is the**b'io (bonefish), whict^ • 
grows* to a substantial size in 
Hawaiian waters. 'O'io and awa are 
taken (rom shore and skiffs along the 
Lahaina coast ' south to Maakea 
and along the shore* of Maalaea Bay 
and tcf the southr Large ulua also are* 
taken alo«g the Lahaina coas*» at the 
area^ shown on ,the chart. On the 
eastern or windwarcf side of Maui*, ^ 
awa and akul^ are caught in Kahului 
Bay during the fall; akule also are • 
iaken in Hana Bay. Soutlj of Hana ^ay 
there is occasional shore, fishing in-^ 
winter for moi, aholehole: and manini. 
At the southwestern tip of the island at 
La Pero^se B^y, akule. rfienpachi. and 
a wide assortment of reef ffshfes are;^^ 
taken from shore, i 

pn Lanai, most shore fishing takes 
place on the northeastern side W the ^ 
island, which is edged with luxurious . 
cbral reef. K'aum^lapau Harbor fias 
pier fishing and fishing for ffiva just % 
outside of .the harbor e^tra^ce. * 

On the island of* Molqltoi. shore 
afid skiff fishing ior ulua\is exceptional-, 
all, along fhe leeward coast inshore of 
20 \ fathoms. ^Vrom 'Kaunakakai to' 
from shore for^ 
ama. The westCKn 
shor^ offers ulua, raoi.** and *o'io ^ 
fishing. ^ 



. 20 V fathoms, ^rrom 'K 
•'"HawVa therQ is fishing 
, 'o*jo, aVva. and 'ama'amj 
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Kauai. NiihaiLKaul/i 



The island ot Kauai (Chart 3^8). about 
63 miles west-northwest of OAhu. is tjie 
oldest, most weathered, /and 'most 
verdant of the larger i&Iands. This 
beautiful "Garden Isle" / abounds in 
risers and cascading waterfalls. The 
island consists ^mainly / of a single 
mountain, Waialeale (5.680 feet), with 
marginal lowlands . except on the 
northwest. TJie chief sctenic attractions 
are Waimea Canyon— the "Grand 
Canyon of the Pacif/c"; the spacious 
Hanalei 'Valley where rice and' taro 
are cultivated on native-built terraces: 
and the Na I'ali coast on the northwest 
with its 4,000-fo^t high precipices. 
"Niihau, a small /island southwest of 
Kauai, is' prit^ately^ owned and 
operated as a / cattle ranch. Kaula 
island is uninhabited, and access is 
sojnetimes restricted by the military^. 



Offshore and Nearshork Fishing 

. , TCauai has some of the finest ye^r- 
roujid deep- sea' fishing in Hawaiian 
^waters and boasts some world-record- 
size 'ahj, 'o'io. and kamanu. Charters 
are available out bf Nawiliwili Harbor. 
Hanalei. ajid Port Allen. At Hanalei 
you have a choice of either deep-sea or 
inshore bonefishing excursions. 

Ledge fishing (trolling and bot- 
tomfishing) is excellent anound these 
islands. The submarine ledges are 
productive bottomfishing' areas for 
'opakapaka. ukii. and kahala. which* 
are taken in water about 100 fathpms 
deep. Ono and small 'ahi (usually 
under 100 pounds) ^re plentiful year- 



round from about 25 to 100 fathoms. 
The peak of onc^ fishing is September, 
October, and November, when huge 
schools of akule. upon which ono feed, 
move mto^the area. It is also the peak 
time for small 'ahi, both ono and 'ahi 
are taken by trolling. 

Anglers troll for marlin and l^rge 
'ahi (over 100 pounds) in deeper 
waters from . about 100 to 1.000 
fathoms. Tremendous -schools of 'ahi 
move into Kauai waters in the late 
spring, with sizes known, to reach a 
world record of 276 pounds, Marlin 
are fished year-round, but most fishing, 
is in , summer (May to September) 
when aku. the prime bait for marlin. 
move into the area in large schools, 
i^rom September to January, aku are^ 
still present around the Jsland. but' 

fnot as tightly schooled, 
Mahimahi. although caught in 
Kauai wafers, are not as abundant 
herfe as around the islands located 
farther east, " \^ 

\ ' 

i Shork Fishing 

'O'io. papio. moi. and 'ama'ama 
are abundant. all around the island of 
Kauai, 'Aweoweo. menpachi. hahalalu, 
and various kinds of goatfish are taken 
by shore anglers. Torch fishing and 
"squadding" are popular, es^cially in 
Kapaa Bay. Anahola Bay. ana over the 
reef off Haena, At Haena during 
^ moonlit nights at low tide, the local 
people enjoy reef fishing with bamboo 
poles for 'upapalu or "moonlight fish," 
There is pier fishing for a variety of 



fishes at Naw'^iwili Harbor, Hanalei, 
Port Allen, and Kukuiula Harbor. 

One of the finest bonefishing 
grounds in the wtirld is Ibca-ted off 
Hanalei along the north shore, where 
the former world recorcl was held for 
years (18 pounds -2 ounces). Hawanan 
bonefish ('o'io) are taken stirf fishing 
or bottomfishing with cut bait— water 
condition^ are not conUucive to fly 
fishing. ( ^ * 
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te tropical islands of American, 
moa (Chart 39) are , in the south 
Ce/itrat Pacific Ocfean, approximately 
2,200 miles southwest of the Hawaiian 
Islands and 1.600 miles northeast of 
the northern tip /of 'New Zealand 
American Samt^ is an Unincorporated 
Territory of the United States and 
comprises seven islands— Tutuila. 
Aunu"^u, Ta'u, icglosega. Ofu. Swains, 
^nd Rose AtolL Pive of these islands 
are mountainous and volcanic in 
origin. an{i two (Rose Atoll and Swains^ 
Island) are tmy coral atolls eaQh less 
than 2 miles in diameter. The com- 
bined 'land area of all the islands is'a 
scant 76.2 square miles, or about one- 
sixteenth the laod area of our smallest 
' State, Rhode ^Isl^'nd. « 

The five larger ^ islands are 
surrqjinded intermittently with narrow 
stretches of coral reef, beyond which 
the water depth plunges fairly rapidly 
away from shore. Submerged bank 
- areas may extend out Vi to 4 miles 
before dropping dramatically from 50 
fathoms to -depths greater than 500 
fathoms. The islands are bathed by the 
warm watets of the South Equatorial . 
Current system, with sea surface 
temperatures ranging from 75® to 86®F 
over the course of a year. 

The climate of American §amoa \^ 
tropical, and air temperatures are 
fairly uniform, averaging 78® to 80®F 
0t sea > level. Rainfall is generally 
heavy, increases with altitude, and is 
greater on the south and east coasts. 
Trade winds blow from the southeast 
quarter about 80% of the tfme but are 
relatively light compared to those of 
Hawaii. Best weather is ftom 
November to April when these winds 
^re generally lightest. 

About 90% of the total population ' 
of 2^J)00 is located on Tutuila Island, 
* the Jargest of the island group and 
Q ' B Pago Pago is located. The island 
gl^l^Dut 18 mil^s long and 5 miles wide 



with a mountain range along its length. 
It IS nearly' bisected by the • deBp 
waters of Pago Pago Harbor, one of 
the finest dftd most beautiful ports in 
the South >Pacific. ^ ^ ' , 

A tourist industry is, developing 
-rapidly on Tu^uilg Island, and^ the 
increased tourism has brought a 
growing^ interest in the sport fishing 
potential of Sam^oa's productive 
grounds which now yield high com- 
mercial catches of billfish and tuna. 
Two licensed sp^rt fishing' boats are 
now available* Jor charter out of 
Fagatogo on Pago Pago Bay. Fishing 
grounds are close^ in and offshore of 
the island., 



Offshork Fishing 

Large game fish are abuixjai^t 
throughout the year in Samoan waters, 
and many good fishing locations are 
within a relatively short run from port. 
Billfish grounds off Tutuila Island 
produce saula (blue niarlin), saula-l6le 
(sailfish), asi (yellowfin tuna), atu 
(skipjack tuna). rainbow ruii)aer, 

, masimasi (dolphin)^ dnd ono*iwahoo>. 
Waters on the north side of thf islanas 
are virtually unfished, bjot show 
potential of being excellent big game 
fishing grounds as well. While they are 
caught year-round, the best time for 
large asi is March to luly, and for atu, 

' October to March. 

1 Inshore of the billfish grounds • 
a(ong the lOO-fathom^drop off, there is 
handlining anc^ trolling for ono, tagi * 
(dogtooth tuna), sapatu (barracuda), 
and large jacks or ulua. Most tagi are 
caught, handlining at dusk or*at night. 
Sharks are also common along these 
ledge areas, particularly the gray reef 
shark. 

Bottomfishing is excellent and 
usually takes place ip waters 100 
fatht)ms or less; the main catch 
consists of groupers and snappers. 
Visitors to the island should be warned 
that the flesh of some snappers may be 



toxic, and it is wise to irfquire locally 
about the edibility of certain species. 
Groupers^ collectively called "gatala" 
by Samoans, are generally taken at 10 
to 40 .fathoms over reefs and ledge 
areas. The most common species are 
gatald, gatala moana, i*a manaia, and 
ata'ata, which is similar to California's 
giant sea bass and ranges lip to 500 
pounds but genexally is froja 100 tQ 400 
pounds. Of the snappers,, t)ie -most 
common varieties are the colorful 
bluehned snapper or ^av^ni, which is 
(he most abuKdant; the green snapper 
or filoa (reported to be slightly toxic jn 
Samoan. waters), and the red snapper 
or mala'i. Another common snapper 
caught handlining, knovN^ locally, as 
mu, is defiriflply known ' to - cause 
cigugtalca poisoning and should not be 
eaten. Ako'ama, (uku), a hontoxic 
snapper, is sometimes* ^^taken over 
bottomfishing areas alon^ with some of 
the large jacks, atule (^kufej, Sapatu, 
tagi, &nd sharks. Deepwatef snappers 
sufch as opakapak^ and. palu (onaga) 
are more abundant faft^er offshore^ 
over iedges d\ 20a to. 3(X) fathoms. 
, These dfeeper , ar^a^. however^ are 
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MARLJN ttA^ULA) 
ASI \V-6:llOWF!N tuna, -AHj/ 50-200 LB.) 
SAULA-LELE ^SAILFJSH. A'lA-EPE) 
ATU {AKU. SKI5»JAQK TUNA) ' 
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seldom fished becausp fishing for other 
game fishes is so goo^d closer to Tutuila 
Harbor. The sam^ Ms true for ' the 
bottomfishing areafi around the Manua 
Island group, wl^ich are fished mainly 
by natives who( launch canoes in the 
surf on the west end of Ta'u Island. 
Rose Atoil^ a turtle and bird preserve. 4 
' is also too f^r from pprt to be a 
feasible fishing gr9und at this time. 



SHOKK FiSHIM, 



; iTfie inshore reefs of Tutuila 
aboi^d with over 600 varieties of 
Golorful fishes, and few haVe gone 
untasted *by the Samoans. who prefer 
to comb "nearby reefs rather' than 
'venture to offshore fishing grounds. As 
* a Jesuit. ' these reefs have been sub- 
lected to heavy fishing pressure over 
l4ie ^ears* and. unfortunately, are 
^ 6j|owing signs 6f depletion. 

Most shore' fishing' is done by 
Wilding out over the reefs at high tide. 
, * ^ !ty of sea creatures are cap- 
igl^Qn Sn almost equal variety\ of 



ways— with traps, nets, spears, hook 
and line, or simply bare hands and a 
pail. The most common methods are 
bamboo pole fishing and cast netting. 
Young snappers and groujjers are the 
ruain catch, but "lupo" (young jacks). 
**malau" and other, squirrelfishes. 
goatfishes. and even an occasional 
butterflyfish and surgeonfish are 
taken. The shore is accessible all along 
the' southern side of the island and on 
the north shore at Fagasa where the 
road follows the shoreline. It is ad* 
visable to check with local chiefs or 
marai before fishing near their 
villages— )ust as you would ask -a 
property owner permission before 
fishing on his land. Spearing is legal, 
but generally discouraged. 

Atule and mullet are fished in 
lagoons and bays around the island. 
Atule are caught ^ good numbers by 
pole fishing from shore in Pago Pago 
Harbor, mainly from the docks and 
piers on the west side of th^ harbor. 
Unlike his Hawaiian counterpart, the 
Samoan atule is caught eclsily during 
the day as well as at* night. Skiff 



anglers also catch this tasty little fish 
handhning. Mullet are taken in sandy 
bays ^ and lagoons with cast nets, , and 
Paid Lagoon is considered otie of the 
best filling areas for this sjlvery 
schooHngNfish. 

A very unusual fishery exists in 
American Samoa, one wh^ch the 
population looks forward to .with ea^er 
anticipation.* It^is the fishery for palplo. 
Each year at a predictable time, in 
either October or November, the tail 
ends of a species of reef-dwelling se^ 
worm become detached and swim to 
Jthe surface, in wrigghng masses. The' 
tail sections are full of eggs and sperm 
which are discharged into the water. 
On these rHghts, and usually otjlv for a 
'few hours, the reef comes aljve witlw 
great swarms of palolo. The natives, 
armed with dip nets, pails. aTid otj^e^ 
capturing devices, wade out owjr the 
^reefs to scoop up large quai\tnies of 
this unusual Samoan delicacy. Palolo 
are usually eaten raw. but for the less 
brave they can be cooked with * 
chopped onions ort* scrambled vi^ith» . 
eggs. * - / • 
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40/ GUAM 



Guam- (Chart 40); abt)Ut '3.340 miles 
west of Hqnolulu and 1.500" miles east 
of ^lanila^ is the largest and 
southernmost island in the Marianas 
island group. Administered by the U S. 
Navy for over half a century, the * 
territory was placed under the ad- " 
. ministrative jurisdiction of the 
Department of the Interior in 1950 by 
e?fecutive order of the President of the 
United States. Th^it year, the Organic 
. * Act was passed by the U.S.. Congress 
•and became Guam's Constitution, 
giving Guaifianians U^S. citizenship arid 
establishing ^he p'resent 21-seat 
legislature. » ' 
' *^ The island i§ jmportant as a 
distribution center for Micronesia and 
as a major link bet\yeen these^ islands 
^ And tlje rest of the \vorld. Because of 
/its strategic geographical location and 
^beautiful tropical Setting. Guan^ has 
several large military bases, a growingji^ 
< tourist industry, apd many thrivii^j^ 
, new businiesses. . ' ^ 

The physical«*,^30graphy of the 
/♦ island contrasts sharply north to south. 
The northern part of 'the island is a 
low-lying limestone plateau coVered by 
a thick 'growth of jungle vegetation. 
Th§^1south. rising to jpore than ,1.000* = 
feet above sea leveL. is charactef iaed 
by high volcanic hills*, covered * with 
sword -grass. The island is about 23 
' ^ miles long and varies from 4 to-S miles,^' 
wide.- ' ^ . ' , 

. The climate is tropical with ,^ir 
temperaturfes' ranging : from *70*^ to 
90®F. Daytime temperatures are 
, visually in< the mid-60's. Average • ^ 
\ rainfall is abo^t • 90 inclfeSv three- 
quarters of , which"* .falb during., the* 
* rainy season from July to^OcJober. The 
driest montbx is April 

Guam's ojfshore waters aBound * ' 
with a variety^ of game^ fish;' un» , 
doubt<?dly the most fa/noui5' is the *' 
"0 fi^' *^'ue fngrlin. On 21 .August , 
^ , a world-record blue marlin was.- 
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caught off Ritidian Point near the • 
northern tip of Guam. Thie huge fish 
weighed in at, 1.1 53 pounds with a total 
length of 14 feet 8 inches-. A fishing 
derby is held each -year at the' ^nd of 
the Liberation I^ay celebratibn in July, 
and manv sport, anglers r^egister for 
this annual^event. 

Most offshore fishing takes place 
on the leeward or western side of the 
island because of rough waters' usually 
prevalent on the windward pr eastern 
side. The trolling grounds produce blue 
marlin. black marlin. sailfish. yellowfin 
tuna.^ skipjack tuna. * mahiniahi. 
rainbow runner, tosun or wahoo. * 
barracuda, and sharks. Marlin. wahcM. 
and tuna are caught 6ccasionany 
throughout the yeSr; the best time for 
mahimahi is during Jajiuary and 
February; and yellowfin and skipiack 
tuna arp usually most abundant 
February through August. 

Bottomfishing is excellent' over 
submarine ledge areas surrounding the 
island and over offshore ba^ks. The 
c^tch consists rjiostly of snappers and 
groupers.- Some of the more common 
snappers are the pink kali kali, pink ' 
paka. yellowtail. gend^T* lehi. ehu. 
onaga or red. anjl tagafi. Groupers are 
collectively^ called "gadao" by 
Guamanians. Dogtooth tuna and jacks 
(called collectively tarakito) are also 
taken in some of the bottomfishing 
ar^as. ^ ' 

'^Many people on the island fenjoy* 
fishing from , shore, and the most 
pof)ular methods -s^eem to be spin 
fisbing and surround netting. The 
island iff*- rimmed^ by many miles of 
beautiful coral reefs and -the wateY 
over these reefs, »ranks among the 
clearest in tha worli^especially during 
the dry season. ^Anglers with spinning 
gfear casf fromMhe T^ef shelves /or 
snappers. . groupers, and jacks, and 
from the piers and in boat channelsjpr 
atulai (akule or bigeye scadf and 
tataga (kal^. unicornfish). Other fishes 
such as * young snappers, wrasses, 
mullet. ' f^rakitiyos (young jacks), 
needlefish, and achuman, ('opelu or 
mackerel sc^S) &re taken dcce^ionally 
by hook-and-line anglers. Th% surround 
net captures an assortment * of reef 
■fishes including those mentioned above\ 
as ^well^as some of tha goatfisheS and 



parrotfi§h'es. Cast net operators fling 
their circular nets ov,eii the wat€i\for 
fish that wander about the*reefsin 
scliools. 'such* as manini (known locally 
as- '*kicho*'). Voung mullet, goatfish. 
and 3esjun (rabbitfish^. There is also 
-some spearing for octoius. parrotfish,^ 
and surgeonfish, as well' as other reef 
fishes. 

^ Some of the mote popular shore- 
fishing areas are shown on th^ chart. 
Atulai are taken during most of the 
year (May to March) along the channel 
^rea that cuts, through the reef at 
Agana and at, the southern tip of the 
island nea^ Merizo. There is shore 
fishing in Apra Harbor for papio. 
atulai. and occasionally achuman 
('opelu).' Tataga are taken at Agana 
^ and sometimes at ^the north side of 
Gabras Island, as well as hear the 
reef s outer edge on ^the* southern shore 
of Ylig Bay.* The latter area also is 
good for snappers— mafuti. kakaka. 
and bua. It is^ advisable to check 
locally aboiit the wateM you plan to 
fish, since currents overWhe reefs are 
sometimes dangerous. " , 

Sport fishing boats are Available 
for charter ^i^tXpf Port Merizo and 
Agana. Skiffs c'ah be rented at Port 
^Merizo. and there are boat launching 
facilities at the Apra Harbor seaplane 
ramp and at the Agana boat basin. 
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MARINE GAME FISHES 




The fcmowifig pages list some of the more common marine . 
gamejishes caught within the geographical areas covered 
in this Guide, Major species are illustrated. Fishes taken 
Jong the west coast of the continental United States 
etlesc^ibed first; those taken around the tropical 
(QCi/ic islands of Hawaii, American Samoa, and Guam are 
c&vered on succeeding pages. The list is separated in 
this way to assist the reader in finding the fishes 
familiar t^his general geographic area,. To help avoid 
confusion with- common fish names nn index to common 
names re/erred to in this list is provided in the 
back of the guide. All-tockle records are those 
recognized by the International Game Fish Association 
as of 1974> Fisfh iJJustratioris by Susan E, Smith, ' 
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Marine Game Fishes of the iJfiited.Slaies Wosl Coasl 



This list describes those marine and 
onddromons species commonly taken 
by anglers along pnd off (fie coasts of 
California, Oregon, Washington, and 
Alaska. / * 

•« Off southern California most 
pelagic species taJcen by the marine 
angler are subtropical,, and common 
only from Point Confceptjon south to off 
Baja Cahforrxia, Mexico. Point Con- 
ception, 40 mile^west of Santa Bar- 

^bara, Calif., is generaiiy agreed to be 
the major ecological and faunal 
dividing point for many pelagic 
species. . However. --Pacific bonito, 

. Pacific macAerei. and bluefin tuna, 
which are common in the south, occur 
at times nbrth of Point Conception, and 
conxerseiy. northern species such as 
coho saimon sometimes range south of 
Point Conception.' In the deeper cooler 
water over the continental shelf <ire 
also found many species that range 
north of the Point. 

^From Point Conception north to 
south centra] Alaska one encounters a 
fairly constant species composition 



throughout this temperate en- 
vironment, ^orth of Point Cox^eption, 
extending to at least Cape Blanco, 
Oreg., there exists a major coastal 
"upwelling" area which results in cooi 
water nearshore much of the year. 
Another environmental change from 
temperate to subarctic occurs from 
about the Aleutian chain in Aiasita 
north beyond the Bering Sea. 

' For the most, part, this Jist uses 
common and scientific names as 
defined in the Ajhericqn Fisheries 
Society checklist [Baiiey et al. 1970], 
except for the use of "sur/percK" for 
aii members of the family Embio- 
- tocidae. Some species descriptions will 
have mor6 than* one common name; 
however, the common name approved 
by the- American Fisheries Society is 
capitalized The authorized scientific 
name and the name of the individual 
credited with describing the species 
for the scientific record are given last. 

For those anglers wishing to 
ensure correct identi/ication of their 
west coast catch, we suggest the 



ALOPDDAE: THRESHER SHARKS 



LAMNIDAE: MACKEREL SHARKS 




1. THRESHER SHARK. fox shark ; 
swivellail: Aiopios' vuipi^us (Bonnalerre), j 
DISTRIBUTION: Temperat^e and tropical ! 
waters of F^cific. Indian, and Atlantic j 
oceans and the Mediterranean Sea. SIZE ' 
- K^rtjedW-reach.ZOJa^S^feiJ' (610-762 cm) ' 
lon^ ind weigh up to 1.000 pounds (453.6 | 
kg) or more However, the usual catch is { 
less than 30 pounds (13.6 kg). All-tackle 
record for the Pacifig (Mayor Island. New 1 
Zealand) is 729 pounds (330 7 kg) and 101 j 
mches (256 6 cm) long. COLOR Grdy to ] 
black above, fading to white fcelow G'A 
pelagic shark common to the offshore 
Waters of the eastern Pacific south of Cape 
Flattery, Wash. CauglttJ^ring summer in 
ce'ntral and southern California: best 
fishing is in the Los Angeles outer harbor. 
One of the most desirable species of shark , 
for table food, also excellent when smoked j 
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2 SHORTFIN ^AKO. bomto shark>Isurus * 
oxyrinchus Rafinesque. DISTRIBUTION. 
Temperate and tropical waters of JhjS; 
Pacific Ocean to Hawaii and Japan. Known 
m the eastern Pacific from the Columbia 
River to Chile. SIZE: Reported to reach , 12 
feet (366 cm) long and weigh up to t«^)0 
poufids (453.6 kg) However, the ^, 
usually ranges from 4 to 8 feet (122-244 tm] 
Tong, All-tackle record in the Pacific (Mayor 
Island. New Zealand) is *.061 pounds (481.3 
kg^ and 12 feet 2 inches (370.9 cm) » 
long, COLOR, Dark gray above, white 
below, n Appears off the^ southern 
California coast m summer, and is the 
subject of a growing sport fishery. A 
pelagic shark, may be dangerous to 
humans, but regarded as a good food 
species. 



following publications. Much of the 
in/ormation in (his list was. deriveld 
from identification lists prepared by 
the following authors: 



Hart. /. L. 

'1973. Pacific fishes' of % Can- 
ada. ' Fish. Res. Board 
Can.. Bull 180, 740 p. 
Miller, D. J., and R N. Lea. 

1972. Guide to the coastal 
marine fishes of California. 
Calif. Dep. FisK^Game, Fish 
Bull. 157, 235 p. ^ * 
Phiiiip^. /. 

1957 A review of the rock- 
fishes of - California [Family 
Scorpaenidap). Calif. Dep. 
Fish Game, Fish Bull. 104, 
156 p. 
Tarp. F. H. 

'1952. Revision of the Family 
Embiotdcidae (the surf- 
^ perches). Calif. Dep. Fish 
,Game, Fislj Bull 88, 99 p. 



CARCftARHlNIDAE: REQUIEM 
SHARKS 




3. BLUE SHARK. Prionoce glouco (Lin^ 
naeus). DISTRIBUTION. Tropical and 
temperate seus oU ihe^ world; in eastern 
Pacific Ocean from Chile to the Gulf of 
Alaska. SIZE: Length is reported to 15 feet 
(457 cm), but moet caught off southern 
California are Idbs than 8 feet (244 cm) and 
wfelgh^less than 50 pounds (22.7 kg). All- 
tackle record m the Atlantic (Rockport. 
Mass.) is 410 pounds (idfi.O kg) and llV^ 
feel (350.6 cm) long. c4lOR: Dark bluQ^ 
^^bove. white below. D One of the more 
important pelagic sharks/in catches of the 
southern California^ sport fishery during 
summer and fall. Good fighter on light 
tackle, but not a particularly good food 
spqcies. Common to offshore waters, but 
also occurs inshore off southern and 
central California durtng summer and fall. 




4. BRoWrJ SMOOTHHOUND. MusteJus 
heniei. (Gill). DISTRIBUTION:- Gulf of 
California. .Mexico, tlo ^^mboldt Bay. 



Cahf. SIZE Roaches alxjut 3 foot (91 ( m) 
long. COLOR* Reddish brown faciin^j to 
white on belly. □ Common in buys from San 
Francisco south and is one of the most 
abundant sharks entering the sport fishery 
catch. It is a good sport species on light 
tackle and frequently taken ,by anglers 
along sandy shores, from piers, 'and in 
li&rbors. 

f 

5. GRAY SMOOTHHOUND. Mustelus 
caii/ornicus Gill. DISTl^IBUTION: 
Mazatlati. Mexico, to Cape Mendocino. 
Calif. SIZE: Length recorded to about 5 
feet (152 cm). COLOR: Dark gray to brown 
above, white below. □ Of minor impedance 
to sport a6'gl6rs: commonly taken in the 
surf zonitrltawever. 




6. LEOPARD SHARK, cat shark. Triakis 
semi/asciata Girard DISTRIBUTION 
Mazatlan. Mexicd. to Oregon SJZE 
reported to attain 6>/2 feet (198 cm) in 
length COLOR- Gray with black spots and 
^ crossbars: belly lighter t \ Abundant in 
central and southern California and caught 
largely in bays, off je\ti^. and alon^ sandy 
beaches most of the ^ear. Caught iil iarge 
numbers during the fsill in San Francisco 
Bay A desirable food species. 



V 

RHINOBATIDAE: GUITARFISHES 




MYLIOBATIDAE: EAGLE RAYS 



7. SHOVELNOSE GUITARFISH. shovelnose 
shark, flhjnobatos pi'oductus (Ayres). 
DISTRIBUTION; Gulf of California. Mexico, 
to Monterey Bay. Calif. SIZE: Reaches a 
length of about 5 feet ^152 cm) and a 
weight of yp to 4d pounds (18.1 ^ 
kg). COLOR: Prownish gray, white un- 
derside. □ Often caught by pier, bay. and 
surf anglers, and common *over sand and 
mud b^frtortVin shallow bays and estuaries 
\ti southern California. Not a desirable food 
species, although the dorsal meat is 
reported to be palatable. Provides con- 
sidierable recreation and taken all year 
throughout most of its range. 



8. THORNBACK. Piatyrhinoidjs ^riseri- 
ata (Jordan and Gilbert). DISTRIBUTION. 
Turtle Bay. Baja CSAfofnia. Mexico, to 
ceritral Cahforjiia. Rare north of Point 
Conception. SIZE. Length to about iHri feet 
(76 cm). COLOR. Brown on back, white or 
cream polored below. □ Although taken »n 
fair numbers, they are not the major ob- 
^ of most anglers. Common in depths 
^ n- 150 feet (45.7 m). ^. 




^11. GREEN STURGEON. Acipenser medi- 
^Vostris Ayres, DISTRIBUTION: Ensenada. 
Baja California. Mexico, to Alaska. Bering 
Sea. and Japan. SIZE; Length to 7 feet 
(21^ cm), weight to 350 pounds (158,8 kg): 
most caught are> much smaller than 
this. ,COLOR. Olive green with three 
longitudinal olive stripes on body. □ Similar 
in habits to the white sturgeon, although 
less is known of its life history. 



SALMONIDAE; TROUT AND SALMON 

12.^ 



9. BAT RAY. Myliobatis cali/ornica 
Gill. DISTRIBUTIONr Gulf of California. 
Mexico, to Oregon. SlZEf Maximum known . 
weight IS about 210 poun^(95:3 kg) with a 
spread of 4 Jeet (122 cmJC COLOR: Dark 
brown to black above, white below. □ Only 
member of the eagle ray family caught in 
California, where it occurs along the outer 

coast and is commonly taken in bays such ji 

.as San Diego Bay. Newport Bay. LOs 
Angeles Harbor. Morro Bay. San Francisco 
Bay. and Tomales Bay. The bay ray is an 
active fighter and is classed as a • good 
game species. It has a venomous sjjine on 
dorsal side at base of tail that can cause 
painful bounds. General treatment is to 
cleansa«4he wound thoroughly :and immerse 
in war'm^ to hot water with baking soda. 
Consult doctor for relief from pain and 
possible secondary infection. 



ACIPEN5ERIDAE: STURGEON ^ 
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10. WHITE STURGEON. Pacific sturgeon. 
Acipenser transmontanus Richardson. 
DISTRIBUTION: Ensenada. Baja California. 
Mexico, to Gulf of Alaska. SIZE: Largest 
white sturgeon taken along the Pacific Was 
Reported to be about 20 feet (610 cm) long 
weighing 1.800 pounds (816.5 kg). However, 
today it would be uncommon to catch one 
over 500* pounds (226.8 kg). COLOR: 
Uniform gray. □ An important species 
taken in Suisun. San Pablo. San Francisco, 
and Coos bays, the Columbia^River estuary, 
upper Willapa Bay. -and upper Grays 
Harbor. Heavy fishing in the late 1800*s for 
caviar and smokbd sturgeon reduced the 
population drastically. Today the lower 
ColumlSia River. appears to be the center of 
distribution, in the San Frangtsco area the 
numbers of sturgeon appear to be in- 
\:reasing and the fishery is becoming more 
popular. Several species of sturgeons exist 
in North America. Some are found only in 
fresh water, and some, like the white 
sturgeon, are anadromous. 




12. CHINOOK SALMON, king, spring, 
tyee. Quinnat. Oncorhynchus tshawyfscha 
(Walbaum). Young juveniles or "feeders * ^ 
are sometimes called "blackmouth." 
DISTRIBUTION: Southern California to 
Alaska and south on the Asiatic side to the 
Afnur River. USSR, also to northern 
Japan. SIZE: Record weight reported to 
126*/2 pounds (57.4 kg): however, few are 
caught over' 50 pounds (22.7 kg), and most 
average 18 to 25 pounds (8.2>11.3 kg) when 
mature. COLOR: At sea. dark gray above 
with silver sides and belly: black spots on 
back and both lobes of tail; gums at ba^ of 

_^J^fith blacfc □ Most desirable of marine 
gdm^fish in northern waters and subject o(^ 
an extensive ocean troH fishery. Principal 
fishing areas begin in the south off Pismo 
Beach and Avila. Calif., and extend into 
southern Alaska. Fished primarily by 
trolling with' dead bait or lures, and drift 

' fishing with* live or frozen bait. OIfshore_ 
fishing depth for this species is usually 
greater than for other salmon species. 




13. •COHO SALMON, silver salmon. 
}^ siiversides. salmon trout, dncorhynchus 
kisutch (Walbaum). DISTRIBUTION^ 
Coronado Islands. Mexico, to Alaska, and 
south on the Asiatic side to Japan. SIZE: 
Coho grow to a leogth of 3 feet .(91 cm) and 
a weight of 30 pounds (13.6 kg) or possibly 
more: most in tne sport* catch average less 
than 10 pounds (4.5 kg). COLOR: At sea. 
metallic blue green above: silver sides and 
belly, small black spots on back, dorsal fin. 
aiid upper lobe of tail fin: gums at base of 
teeth white. Q Ocean trolling for coho 
("silvers**) is most successful from near 
Fort Bragg. Calif., northward, although 
some are caught in the San Francisco area 
and a few are taken as far south as Point 
Mugu. Calif., area every year. Principal 
fisheries for this species are along the 
coasts of Oregon, Washington, and Alaska. 
Fishing technique used in Jhe ocean is 
mudh the same as for other salmon. 
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14 PINK SALMON.' humpback sdlnum. 
Oncorhynchus jjorbuscha ,(Walbaum) 
DISTRIBUTION. Southern California to 
northwestern Alaska and along the Asiam 
cqast. SIZE' Reported \q reach 2V2 feet 
(76 cm) long and a maximum weight of 
about 12 pounds (5.4 kg) Averages about 6 
^pounds (2.7 kg) when mature. COLOR. 
Metallic blue above, silvery on sides, oval 
spots on tail and back with 'many as large 
or largef than eye diameter Smallest of 
the five species of salmon. Common to the 
west coast, but usually not common south 
of Oregon Ma)or fisheries for this species 
are in the Strait of Juan de Fuc^. in Puget 
Sound, and to the north- PinV salmon 
usually do not run very far upstream: most 
spawn m the lower parts of rivers Thev 
are unique amopg Pacific salmon in that all 
fish mature at the end of their second \ear 
Larjjer runs are reported m od(I-numl)^'red 
years in Puget Sound area, in Alaska runs 
ocQur 'm both odd- and even-numbered 
years, depending on specific area fished 



17' -CL'TTHROAI rROL' F (soa-rua). 
bUiebark. Columbia .River trout, seat rout. 

^<>almo clarki Richardson. DISTRIBUTION . 

"^Eel River. Calif., to southeastern Alaska, 
with some running^ into brackish and salt 
waters from coastal streams: rarely in the 
ocean off Cahfortua SIZET Length ^ 
reported up to 2^^ feet (76 ym]: weights 
usualK ruiv^frum 1 to 3 pounds (0 5-1 4 
kg) COLOR. Greenish blue abqve. silvery 
on sides Identified Ijv a rod slash binder 
lower )aw. however. ,this yiiav not be 
present in fish migratin* from salt 
water. . ' Best fishing found north of the 
Columbia River in brackish-water areas. 
Spawns Februcirs to Ma\ in small ( oastal ' 
streams, young, sometimes descend in 
second or third \ear and usualK rimiain in 
esti'iaries for I or nioro vears Ixjfore 
returning to spdwn A predator on voung 
s.ilmon in the spring 



18. 
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15. SOCKEYE SALMO^^ red salmon, 
blueback salmon. Oncorhj^hus neri^n 
(Wajbaum)^^ DISTRIBUTION^ Soutjiern 
Oregon to northwestern Alaska «ind 
Asia. SIZE, Length reported up to 2' 2 feet 
' (76 cm), weight up to about 5 to 7 pounds 
(2,3-3 2 kg) COLOR. Gr^^cnish blue above. 
* with greenish head: silvory on sides. Best 
fishing IS from northern Oregon to north- 
western Alaska and Asia. Spawning season 
lasts from March to August. ma)or season 
IS from June to August. Usually enters 
rivers that are fed by lakes The sofke\e 
, salmon rarely takes a hook so is not a 
^ ma)or contributor to the sport catth 



FRoiVr. steelhead. sea-run 
s'u; t i\o u t . m{) n, trout. 
gmrdneiJ "Richard- 




son No^ISTRIBUTION' Northern Ba)a 
California. X^exico. to Alaska. Bering* Sea. - 
and japan, with some running into salt 
water, though not now common south of 
Point Conception SIZE Reported to reach , 
3'^ feet (107 cm) long and 36 PQunds (16 3 
kg) in weight; the usual catch is much 
smaller, averaginjp under 10 pounds (4.^ 
V^] COLOR At sea. .steel ^blpe above, with 
silverv sides ^ Taken inM4tt; estuarine 
areas of both large and small^strearrrsTTrnd 
also^ off river mouths Seaso«n for fishing 
jnost coastal streams is December through 
Mar(h. usually befit after winter rains 
result in a breakthpough of the "bar" at the 
mouth of the stream. In larger and cooler 
rivers, spawning run may start earlier in 
late summer or early fall Some steelhead 
enter certain triDHtanes in spring or 
summer, and remain through the dry 
season until the following spring before 
spawning This species spawns more than 
once, some may return to spawn for a 
second or third time. * 



16. CflUM SALMON, dog salmon, fall 
salmon. Oncorhynchus kcta (Walbaum) 
DISTRIBUTION: Southern California to 
northwestern Alaska and Asia SIZE 
Lepgth up^to V/2 feet (107 cm): average 
weight of lb to 12 pounds (4.5-5.4 ',kg) when 
mature. COLOR: In brackish or salt water, 
fish are metallic blue above, sometimes 
\yith faint * black specks; dark tips on 
pectoral, anal, and caudal finsj^. * Best 
areas of fishmg are from Washington north 
to off British Columbia, near the inshore 
areas along the Strait of Georgia. The chum 
salmon appears in late summer and* fall in 
V ..[ling schools, ^fter spending usually 
3 to 5 years at sea. 



maximum weight of 20 poundf (9 1 kg): 
usual (at(h is 1 to 3j)0uiujs (0 5-1.4 kg) in 
weight, and 15^ to 20 ii<cbes (38-51 cm) 
long COLOR Olive green to brown above 
with pale-vellow spots, or^ingo-red spots on 
sides Sea-run fish are silvery i Qommon 
to Puget, Sound and southeastern Alaska In 
some streamy there is a seaward iptgration 
in spring and an upstream spawning 
migration in fjjU 

OSMERIDAE: SMELTS 




20 SURF SMELT, day smelt, silver smelt. 
surffisL Hypomesds* pretiosus (Girafrd). 
DISTRIBUTION' Long ^Beach.' Ca,liK " to 
Prince William Sound. Alaska. SIZE: 
Maximum length is about 10 mChes (25 cm), 
average cat(h is about 8 inches (20 cm) or 
[ess. . COLOR Light olive green; sides 
'^silver witfi , purple hue . j Distinguished 
from the night smelt by its small mouth, 
which does no\ extend beyond a line drawn 
vertically from the middle of the eye. Best 
areas for fishy^g are north of Monte^ey 
Bay. Cahf« Surf smelt does not spawn south 
of Scott Creek. Santa Cruz County. Cahf. 
Shore spa waning runs occur from March to 
September (luring daylight along sandy 
shores near river mouths Surf smelt runs 
are correlated with the tides, and fish are 
usually caught with "A'*-frame nets. In the 
north they are taken by jigging from pier^ 
in Icrte winter. 




21. NIGHT SMELT, surffish. .Spinnchus 
starksi (Fisk) ' li^TRIBUTION Point 
Arguello. Calif . to Shelikof Bay. 
Alaska. SIZE. Length reported to about 9 
inches (23 (m). usual length of (.atch is 
about 5 to 6 inches (13-15 cm). COLOR. 
Sides silver, olive green on back. . Similar 
in many respects to ^urf j?melt. but the 
mouth IS larger and extends to b«low the 
posterior edge of the JfVe. Common to sandy 
shores (coarse aft^d] '"^from central 
California t^ coastai^ Washington. Night 
smelt cioes not st)awn south of Moss 
Landing. Calif, It appears to concentrate .in 
much the, same areas -as the- surf or day 
-smelt, but spawns during darkness, and 
runs are, not admsted to tides. -Method of 
capture is similar to that used for the surf 
smelt > 
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19, DOLL'Y VARDEN. iTollv.' Oregon char, 
redspotted trout, .salmon trcmt. m«ilma trout, 
bull trout, seat rout. So ivciin us molmo. 
(Waljbaum). DISTRIBUTION Northern^ 
California to northwestern Alaska, running 
mto saltwater estuarine areas, SIZE 
Length reported to 3 feet (9K ( m) and 

'..107 



22 EULACUON. tandleffsh. hooligan, 
smeh. Tha]ej(h(/i>s poci/icu.s (Richard- 
son) DISTRIBUTION"' Bodega Bay. Calif., 
-to Bering Sea. Ala.«5kfl SIZE Reported to 
attain a length of 12 inches (30 
cm). COLOR Uniform light bluish, brown 



I 



above, silver v on si(li;.s and bollv. Com- 
mon to thu roasts of OrcKoii, WnshtnKtnn.. 
•nnd Alaska* Fished with nuts about muuth.s 
'*of rivers and inlets as the fish migrate 
msho're toispawn in rivers from Mad River, 
Calif., northward to Alaska (March, April, 
and May) It is a' very oilv fish, and called 
(atidlefi.sh because when dried and 
threaded with a witk it mav be used as a 
candle jT 



SMELTS OF LESS IMPOR;rANCE TO 
THE MARINE ANGLER *; 



23 * LONGFIN SMELT, Spjnnchus 
lhoi(M(hfh\s (Ayres) DISTRIBUTION San 
Francisro Ba\. Calif, to Pnnre Willuim 
Sound. ^Iai>ka StZE To cyfxuit 0 iiu'ht« 
(15 (m) COLOR Sides silver with . 
hro\vnish dor.sal areas Spawns in 
coastal rivers ''.nvd ( ompoi^es a m^nor 
{lOftum of the sport smelt vkH^c\\. 

24 VVnilEBAfl SMFLT. ' Allownorus 
clonyoUJs lA\res) DlS rRIHmON Sau 
Pedro. Cahf.. to -fetrait of loan tie Fii('a 
COLOR - Sides silver back grotTT>*I" 
ish Similar iir appearance to the night ^ 
smelt, but like the longfin. \\ composes a 
minor portion of the total sport i at( h uf 
smelt Sp<iwning beh*i\ior not known 



GADIDAE: CODFlSftES 



25 PACIFIC C:0*I). true ( od (,(jdus 
macrocephoius Tilosius DISTRIBUTION 
Santa Monica. Cahf. to' northwestern 
^Alaska and Asia ^ (Vellow Sct?^. SIZH 
Liength recorded to 'at loast 3^4, feet (U4 
cm) and. weight up to 40 pounds (18 1 
kg) COLOR Brownish 'gray .artTDve fading 
to lighter below.- brown spots on upper 
parts: ^iges of fins white. . An excellent 
food species cqmrfionly available off the 
(oast ot nbvtliern Oregon. W^mhington. and 
Alaska. Migrates from dej;p to shallower 
water., though usually (aught in ^w.itcr 
deepen than 60 foot (18.3 m) Reported to 
spawn in winter and m earlv springy and is 
abundant in coastarw^^ters at that time 




27 PACIFIC MAKE. MeriucLiu.s pruductus 
(Ayres) DISTRIBUTION ' Gulf of Cali- 
fornia, Mexico, to Alaska^ and Asiatic 
t'oast, SIZ.E Record length to about 3 feel 
(91 cm), most are 1 to 1 ' 2 feet (30-46 cm) 
long (;OLOR. Gray to dusky brown, with a 
brassy overtone . Sometimes taken off 
Oregon and Washington while salmon 
fishing m Meep water. It is not a desirable 
sport species, though it is suitable for - 
eating if prepared promptly 



^THERINIDAE: SILVERSIOES 





J8 fACKSMKL W smelt. A;/iennop5.js 
, ( oljf(jrrj<ens^s Girard. DISTRIBUTIoSl 
Santa Alaria Bay. B<i)a California. -Mexico, 
to V.ujuMM B,u Oreg Slv^E Reported to 
reach a length of 22 indies (56 cm), most 
fish 4aught WLMgbt ijboiit ^2 pound (0 2 kg) 
^or less. (X)LOR' Dusky gteen above, sides 
s!lveF.\. metallic band edged above with 
blue extends length of body t-^^Commonly 
found vear-round in bays' and ^turhid-water 
.irtMs rsu.ij^^wight in' water of*;ss than 
UX) feet (3(^^^Bt Known to spawn in-bavs 
durnig winn^P^f '^nng, son^dtimds m 
siz.ible' s( hb6i»0ne of the most abundgrit 
species in the -catch of piep ynglers in 
southern and ( entral California. 





2b , PACIFIC rOMCOD -*AJk / f/<,'n(7ns 
.ptoKimus (Cirard) I)lSTRIBUT4ij£^, . l^>iut 
Sal. Calif . to L'nHhiska' Island. 
Afaska ' S|:ftltNCsualIv less than 12 inches 
S jO ( niU MfU? and I ponmi (D 5 leg) in weight, 
fish o\er 2 pounds , (0.9 , kg) are verv 
rare (!OL()R Olive or brownish above, 
white on sidos and hs^y- k Abundant from 
San Franusco north and taken by pier. 
)ett\. and^ skiff anglers A >^^>u(t iood, 
^ ^but sometimes discarded bee aust;\^ 
^"lall size. 



29,.TOPSMEI.T. smelt. Alhennops' o/finis 
(Avres) , DISTRIBUTION Gulf of Cali- 
fornia. Mexico, to Vancouver Island. British 
Crlumbia. SIZE- Length to^ about 14 inch'es 
(36, cm), average weight about '/4*pound 
(0 1 kg) COLOR: Blui.sh gray to bright 
green above, silvery below: '-metallic band' 
edged above witH blue or purple extends 
length of body, i . Frequents ^he same, 
general areas and habitats as, the 
)acksmeltj| fairly common in pier catches^ 
along the central California coasj 
Distinguished from fhe jacksme'lt ' by^ 
placement of the first dorsal fin. ^which i.s' 
located farther back, the last ray/ being 
^posite the origin of the anal fin 



30. 



about 7 mches (18 cm): average weight to 
about Va pound (0.1 kg) or less. COLOR: ' 
Blyish green above, .silver below, a lateral 
metallic band tinged with blue and bor- 
dered above with vwlet expends length of 
. body. Ti A southern California fish*, not 
' common north of Point Conception, Tends to' 
range along sandy shoreline, usually in 
water less than* 50 feet (15 2 rrj) deep Best 
^beaches for catching grunion are from Los . 
Angeles south to Mexico.^ "Spawns from 
Manch thraOgh August. Beaches itself 
betweeri waves to spa^n at night during 
high ticies following the* first three to four 
nights after the f\i^l and the dark of the 



PERCICHTHYIDAE: TEMPERATE 
BASSES , 
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.30 CALIFORNIA GRUNION. Leuresthes. 
tenuLs (Ayres) DISTRIBUTION Magcklo- 
na Bay. Ba)a C.ilifornia. /4exico. to San 
Franciscc^ ^ Bav, Cahf SIZE. Length to 



31 STRIPEa BASS, striper, rock bass. 
Morone .^p^atiiis, (Walbaum). DISTRI- 
BUTION. Descanso Point. Bala California.- 
Mexico to ^Berkley Sound, British Colum- 
bia SIZE.l Reported up to 6 feet (183 cm) 
and 125 pcJbnds (56.7 kg) in the Atlantic. 
AU'tackle' record (Cuttyhunk. Mass.) is J2 
pounci^ (32.7 kg), with a length' of 54V2 
inchqjP(138 cm). In the Pacific, reported to ,^ 
retifSh about 4 feet (122 cm) and 90 pounds 
(40 8 kg); ^average* catch is Jess than 10 
pounds (4,5 kg), OOLOR. Brownish green 
•above: ^il;^ry on sides and belly; seven or 
eight lateral stripes. D^Best fishing areas 
,are in San Francisco Bay and the ^ 
Sat:ramftnto-San Joaquin* River- Delta area 
where it was introduced from the east 
coast in 1879. Other good fishing s{)ots are 
found at Cg^Bay. Oreg.. where a separate 
populattcM^j^Bis established inselL This 
species soiliPimes ranges soyth and north 
along the 'coast from San Francisco in 
summer during years, of high sea surface 
temperatures, and is taken by surf anglers^ 
as far south as N^c^nlerey Bay (occ:asionaIly 
Morro Bay) and^ riOCth^to the Russian River. 
Migrates from bays and upper tidal areas 
into rivef. systems , to^ spawn, usually in 
April-and May. 
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32 ^ GIANT ^ASS. black sea bass, 

Stereolepis fiPpAyres. ' DISTRIBUTION: 
Gulf of California. Mbxicq, to H\imboldt 
, Bay, Calif.. SlZE:*Recordeci up to over 500 
pounds (226.8 kg) aifd ^over 7 feet j213 cm) 
long. ,Air-tackIe record ^ for the Pacific 
(Anacapa Lsland.* CahfJ is-^68V4 pounds 
(258.0 ,kg).^ with a length of 7 feet 5 lynches 
(226 1 cm)' Scyne live to a Very old age: a- . 
435-pound (197.3-kg) fish was tleterif^ecLto . 
be between 72 and 75 years ^old.yr 
' COLOR: Dark brown to gra^J^with black4s<n 
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hue abovG bocoming hgKt«r bolow; luvotnles 
have dark spots on «id«s. : In j'ocont years 
the population level of this spocms is much 
reduced in southern Cahfornia. Best fishing 
is found about Anacapa. Island and near 
kelp beds from La lollar Calif . south along 
Ba)a California. Mexico^, and in the Gulf of 
California. Large fish, prefer rocky bottom, 
just outside kelp beds and along drop offs 
in watef 115 to 150 feet (35.1•45^7 m} deep 
Small fish can "be found over sandy areas 
around and in the kelp in shallower water 
of about 40 to 70 feet (12.2-21,3 m) deep, 



SERRANIDAE: SEA BASSES 



^ 7 » 

' 33, KELP BASS, cahco bass, bull bass, 
Pa'roiobrai ciuihrotus (Girard) DIS- 
TRIBUTION: Magdalena Bav, .Baja Call- 
CoriTia. Mexico, to Columbia River. 
SIZE. Greatest weight recorded is 14^2 
pounds (6 6 k^) and a length to*28 inches 
(7Kcm). They are reported to attain an age 
of' 20 years or more. COLOIL Olive or 
brownish above with sides nettled with 
angular' lighter *shaded areasL becoming 
silvery below; belly and fins tinged with 
,yellow, □ Common from Point Conception. 
Calif,, to Baja' California. Mexico, in-coastal 
kelp beds, A ma)oiygame species abolJt kelp 
beds m southern ^lifornia and a good food 

* fish, Nonmigratoriy. spawning April through 
<4the fall in and near kelp over rough bottoni. 
Distinguished from the/barredi^^^nfTbassin 
that the third, fourth, aiW fifth ~dorsaf" 
spines a^e^ajwut the same length, whereas 
the third dorsal spine of the barred sand 
bass ispuch longer than the, other spines 




34, SPOTTED "^SAND BASS. Paralabrax 
maculato/ascratos (§t eindachner) 
DISTRlSunON: Gulf of California iind 
Mazatla'n, Mexico, to Monterey Bay. 
Calif. SIZE: Length to^about 22 inches (56 
cm). COLOR; Greenish to plive brown 
above, becoming white below, with black 
spats on body and fins, □ ^^sandy-share 
and ijear-offshore specie|jB^ southern 
Cahforfvia. Commonly caugM|n bays and 
around harbor entrances. 
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35 BARRED SAND BASS, saiul bass, 
sugar .bass, ground bass, Porolobrax 
nebu/i/er (Gerard) DIST/RIBUTIQN: 
Magdalena Bay^aja Cahfornia, Mexico, to 
Santa Cruz. -Calif. 51ZE, Length to about, 
25V2 inches (65 cm), COLOR, Dark gray to 
greenish brown on back, with vertical 
irregular dusky banBs: paler below, golden- 
brown spots on cheeks and snout, 
[ ^Distinguished frorrTthe kelp bass by jhe 
•long third dorsal spine Commonly caught 
over nearshore sandy bottom flats, in ba^s. 
and near kelp beds and rocky areas in 
soutliern -^California* Besl catches are 
during summer, 



BRANCHIOSTEGIDAE: TILEFISHES 



yellow tail; u*hite below, [ 1 A major sport , 
species in southern California, frj^ently 
taken at the Curonado Islands ar\a off Baja 
California. Mexico, as well as around 
Catalina Islaod and around kelp beds off 
San Diego north along the coast to the»v 
Santa Barbara Channel Islands It is a 
migratory pelagic species, occurring during 
summer^ and early fall in souther^TK.^ 
California, 





36, OCEAN WHITEFISH, whiting, blan- 
qtiillo. Cau/o/ati/us princeps (Jenyns). 
DISTRIBUTION: Peru to Vancouver Island. 
British Columbia, SIZE, Weights recorded 
.up K% 12 pounds {5,4 kg); however, 3 to 5 
ppunds (1.4-2,3 kg)^ is normal COLOR: 
Rich brown to yellowish on back becoming 
lighter below with light spots on sides, 
yellow edging on fins; dorsal and anal fins 
with blue stripe; pectoral bluish with yellow 
stripe. □ Frequently caught from Point 
Conception, Calif.._ south to off Mexico. 
Usual depths of' fishing are from 30 to 300 
feet (9,1-91,4 m") over rocky bottom. Good 
fishing around southern California islands, 
and offshore banks such as Cortez rand 
Tanner banks. Best fishing is spring 
through fall, .> 

cXlWNGlDAE: 1A£KS AND POM- 
PANOS 




37, YELLOWTAIL, )uareL white salmon, 
amberiack, Senola dorsaiTs (Gill). 
DISTRIBUTION. Chile to/ southern 
Washington. SIZE. Usual weight about 10 
to 20 pounds (4.5-9,1 kg): record fish in the 
California-Mexico area reported to about 5 
feet (152 cm) long weighing 80 pounds (36.3 
kg). All-tackle^cord for the Pacific (Bay of 
Islands. New Zealand) is 111 pounds (50.3 
kg) and 62 inches (157.5 cm) long, COLOR; 
Bright metallic blue to / brownish green 
above, yellow lateral stripe from eye to 



38. JACK iVlACKEREL, SpaiHsh mackerel, 
horse mack>erel. saurel. Trachurus' sym- 
metncus (Ayres), DISTRIBUTION: Bajg 
California. Mexico, to southeastern Alaska, 
and offshore out to^ 500 miles, SIZE: 
Length usually^'lto about 1 foot (30 cm); 
reported to 32 inches (81 cm), COLOR; 
Iridescent bluish green, mottled on back 
becoming lighter\on sides and fading to 
silVery below. LLA' ma)or commercial 
species and an important sport fish in 
southern Califor;iia, Frequently taken from 
* sport boats and sometimes from letjies and 
•piers in southern California, In its northern 
Yange it is sometimes taken from piers. Best 
fishing IS July thorough September, 



CORYPHAENIDAE: DOLPHINS 
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39, DOLPHIN, mahimahi. dorado, Cdry- 
phaenq hippurus Linnaeus, DIS- 
TRIBUTIONf Tropical and temperate seas. 
Recorded off the west coast<*from Chile 
nofth to off Grays Harbor, Wash, SIZE; 
All-tackle record for the Atlantic (Spanish 
Wells. Bahama Islands) is 85 poun(^s (38,6 
kg) and 69 inches long (175,3 cm)* In the 
Pacific, weight reported to 45 pounds^ (20.4 
kg) and length to 6 feet (183 *cm). COLOR: 
Brilliant blue or. blue green above; 'sides 
bright golden yellow spotted with bright- 
blue and white-green spots; white be- 
low. When dying, this fish will flash many 
rapidly changing colors. yOuring some 
years having warmer watertney are taken 
in fair numbers while surface trolling for 
striped marlih off San Diego. Calif. A 
brilliantly colored fish and an excellent 
fighter. 



POMADASYIDAE: GRUNTS 
40, 




'40 SARGO. china croaker. Anisotremus 
davidsoni (Steindachnerj. DISTRIBUTION- 
Gulf of Califorma. Mexico', to Santa Cruz. 
Calif., rape 'north % Point Conception. 
€ahf SIZE Reported to attain 23 inches 
(58 cm) and 4 pounds (I 8 kg): however, 
most anjjier-caught sargo are much smaller 
^ than this COLOR Silver with grayish 
tinge un back, edge i^f gill cover black, dark 
sput on base of fm, vortical ba?" extending 
down from midddrsal fm Area. Found 
^nearshore^ and in bavs. i ommon to shallow 
vvaters with riu kv bottuni. ur about piers 
Best fishing during summe^ » 



SCIAENIDAE: DRUMS 




i deep olive: ^ins^ mostly yellow. □ Usually 
I caught in shallow water over sandy bottom' 

in the surf zone, and in bays and sloughs. It 
^ ^ IS a migratory species, and best fishing is in 

late summer, especially at Newport Beach 

and San Onofre. Cah(^ 



41 WHITE SEA6ASS; Catalma salmon, 
scatrout. croaker. Cvnoscion nobi/is 
(Avrcs) DISTRIBUTION Magdalena Bay. 
' Baia California. Mexico, to Juneau. 
Alaska. SIZE Length to 5 feet 5'/2 inches 
(166.4 cm) and weight of 83 3 4 pounds (38 0 
kg)— an all-tackle record for a fish caught 
near San^'Felipe. Mexico Average catch is 
5 to 25 pounds (2.3-11 3 kg). COLOR; Steel 
blue to gray above with gold h^hlights. 
silvery below Young fiave several dark 
vertical bars. 1] A prized game fish and 
excellent food species. Caught along the 
coast northward from Baja California.' 
Mexico, to central California. Most^ are 
caught near the mainland shore over sandy 
bottom, or around the edges of kelp beds, 
also near the kelp beds about Catalma and 
San Clemente islands. Young white sea bass ^ 
are commonly taken close to shore m 
southern. California 




43. CALIFORNIA CORBINA. corvina. 
California whiling. surffish. Menticirrhus 
unduiotus (JGirard) DISTRIBUTION: Gulf 
of California. Mexico, to Polht Conception, 
Cahf SIZE Reaches a length of about 2V2 
feet (76 cm) or more and is i^eported to 
reach a weight of 8 pounds (3.6 
kg). COLOR Gray to steel blue with 
silvery luster on back, paling to white 
below, sometimes has a wavy diagonal line 
on sides. [7 The corbma is a surf-zone 
species common from Point Conception 
sorith along sandy shores The area from 
Long Death (Belmont Shores) to San Diego 
lb reported to have the best fishing Corbina 
are found instiore during summer tind are 
believed to range into deeper water during 
winter. Best 'fishing is July to October. An 
excellent food species. 




- 44 SPOTFIN CROAKER, golden croaker. 
flonAidor steornsi (Steindachner). DIS- 

- TRIBUTION: Mazatjan. Mexico, to Point 
Conception. CaliL SIZ^; Reported to reach 
a length of at heast 27 inches (69 cm) and a 
weight of IOV2 pounds (4.8 kg). COLOR: 
Silver gray with bluish luster above, 
becoming white below, dark spot at base of 

. pectoral fin. This species 'is common 
south of the San Pedro-Long Beach. Calif., 
area and is .fished along sandy beaches and 
in bays. Known to* congregate in "holes" 
outside the siirf zone. Spawns offshore in 
summer- and tends to be a coastal 
. migratory species. Late summer is^best time 
for fishing. * ' ' ' 



42. YELLOWFIN CROAKER. Catalma 
, croaker. I'mbrino roncodor Jordan and 
Gilbert DISTRIBUTION. Gulf of Cahfornia. 
MexiN). ^to Point Conception, Calif. SIZE. 
Length recorded to about 18 inches (46 cm) 
iim\ up to 3 pounds (1.4 kg). COLOR: Gray 
to iridescent blue, sometimes meftiilic green 
brassy luster above, shading to 
>7hite below: wavy lines* on sides 
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45. WHITE CROAKER, kingfish. tomcod. 
roncky. Genyonemus Jiqeotus (Ayres). ' 
DISTRIBUTION Magdalena Bay. Baja 
Cahforniagf Mexico, to Vancouver Island. 
British Columbia SIZE: Average weight of 
angler catch is usually less than 1 pound 
(0.5 kg). Largest recorded size was 15'/2 
inches (39 cm) and about 1 '7: pounds (0.7 




kg).* COLOR:'. Silver .with a brownish 
brassy .hitter above, becoming lighter 
below; fins yellowish (except pelvics). 
□ Abundant in slvallow bays and 
'lagoonfe from San Francisco. Calif., south. 
Also taken m anjl )ust outside the surf zone 
over sandy bottom, usually at depths of 10 
Co 60 feet (3»0-18.3 m); seldom caught at • 
depths over 200 feet (61.0 m). Good food 
fish though smdl in size. 




46 QUEENFISH. herring. Seriphus' politu€ 
Ayres. DISTRjBUTION; Off ^Magdalena 
Bay* Baja California, Mexico. Ao Yaquina 
Bay. - Oreg. Rare north of Monterey. 
Calif. SIZE. Reaches a length of 1 foot (30 
cm). COLOR. Bluish above, silvery below; 
fins yellowish. C Known to occur m schools 
m shallow^water areas over sandy bottom. 
Common in bays ar\d ^^floughs. Not a par- 
ticuliarly desirable sport species; however, 
it provides considerable recreation to the 
southern CtiUfornia angler 

4;^^ BLACK CROAKER, black bass. ,kue 
bass, china croaker, CheiJotremo soturnum 

, (Girard). DISTRIBUTIONH^agdalena Bay. 
Baja California. Mexico, to Point Con- 
ception, Calif. SIZE Length to about 15 
inches (38 cm). 'COLOR; Adults are bluish 
or dusky black with a coppery sheen above; 
silver below with dark specks; gill cover 
edged with\ black; pelvic Fins black, 

. pSomewhat rare and taken sonly 
irregularly by southern California anglers. 



.^YPHOSroAE: SEA CHUBS 




48. ' HALFMpON. Catalina perch. ' blue 
perch. MedioJunO' caJi/orniensis (Stein- 
dachner). DISTRIBUTION: Gulf of Cali- 
fornia. Mexico to Klamath River. 
Calif. SIZE: Maximum recorded length is 
19 inclies (48 cm) with a weight to neap 5 
pounds (2.3 kg), although the usual catch is 
much .smalhsr in size. COLOR:''Slate 
colored to dark blue above, becoming paler 
blue and mottled on sides and below. □ A 
popular fish with tho rocky shore angler. 
Best fishing is along the coast of southern 
California and about its offshore islands. 
Common to rocky shores and kelp beds. 
Best depths for fishing are from near the 
surface^to 100 feet (30.5 m). 
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49. OPALEYE, blue-eye perch. b\ack 
perch, button -perch, Catahna perch, blue 
bass, blacksmith. GireJIa nigricans 
(Ayres). DISTRIBUTION Cape San Lucas, 
Baia.C^^lifornia. Mexico. Jto San !*rancisco, 
Calif*. SIZE: ^Record size reported to be 
about 25Va Baches (64 cm) and weighl to 
13'/3 po<:inds^6.1 kg): average size is less 
than 4 pounds (1.9 kg). COLOR: Greenish 
blue to olive above, *becom?ng peler below; 
eye opalescent^ blue green: young with one 
or two white spots on back at base of 
iUorsal fin. □ Best fishing- areas are .south 
[of Point Conception, Calif., near rocky 
'areas loqatod near kelp beds. Common from 
the surface to 6bout 60^ to 100 feet (18.3- 
30 5 m) below^the surface. Spawns dunng 
April. May. and luner 



EMBIOTOaOAE: SURFPERCHES 




50. REDTAIL SURFPERCH, porgy, AmphV 
stichus rhodoterus (Agassiz). DIS- 
TRIBJUTJON Monterey Bay. Calif . to 
Vancouver Island, British Columbia. SIZE. 
Length reported up to 16 inches (41 
cm) COLOR: Light olive green above. 
Sliver sides and belly; orange to brassy 
bars alternating across lateral line, light 
red to purple caudal, anal, and pelvic 
fins. L ] Primarily a s\ndy-shore species, 
abundaht mtthe surf zone from northern 
California northward. Best catches around 
the mouths of streams and during spring. 
Sometimes taken from piers and jetties near 
inlets. 
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.,51. BARRED SURFPERCH, Amphistichus 
argenteus Agassiz. DISTRIBUTION. Playa 
Maria Bay. Baja California. Mexico, to 
Bodega Bay. Chlif. SIZE. Usual size caught 
by the angler is 1 to 2 pounds (0,5-0.9 kg) 
with B record catch of 17 inches (43 cm) 
ancl 4^2 pounds (2.0 kg). COLOR Olive 
^reen to yellow green on back, silvery 
Q w: vertical ,bars on sides with in- 
litteri) spots. □ The major surf species 



in sou t he rn Ca liTo r n i a ; most a bunda n t along 
the coast from Morro Bay. Calif., south into 
Mexico. A very important game fish in the 
sandy surf zone where it congregates in 
bottom; depressions. Shore fishing is best 
from December to March. 




52 CALICO ^URFPERCH'. Arr|phi stichus 
Koeizi (HuW>^^ DISTRIBUTION. Northern 
/ Baia California. Mexico, to Shi Shi Beach, 
Wash. SIZE, Average weight is near 1 
pound (0.5 kg): maximum recorded length is 
over 11 inches (28 cm) COLOR Ligh't olive 
above, fading to silver below; brownish 
specks forming irregular crossbars, 
sometimes brassy luster on head and 
belly [ ] Common m central Cahfornia from 
Morro Bay to the San Francisco area. 
Beaches in the Monterey Bay area are ^ 
reported to offer excellent fishing for this 
species Caught m the sandy surf zone and 
.frequently appears m the pier catch. 




53. WALLEYE SURFPERCH. Hyperpro- . 
sopon argentjeum .Gibbons. DISTRI- 
BUTION PoiKt San. Rosarito. . Baja 
California, Mexico, to Vancouver Inland, 
Bntmh Columbial SJZE. Usual length is 
from *4'to 6 inches (fO-15 cm) with a record 
length'of about ,12 inches (30 cm). Average 
weight is a little over V* pound (0.1 
kg) COLOR: Metallic gray above fading td 
silver on sides and belly: *dusky bars 
sometimes present on sides; usually 
identified by its \ar^e eyes and black-tipped 
pelvic fins. □ Found* mostly over sandy 
bottom net^r rocky areas. Probably the most 
abundant surfpercB common to the open 
rocky coast and in bays. A shallow-water 
species and a dominant one in* pier catqhes. 
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54. SILVER SURFPERCH, silver perch, 
Hyperprosopon* eJlipticum (Qibbons). 
DISTRIBUTION. Rio San Vicente. Baja 
Cahfornia. Mexico, to Vancouver Island. 
British Columbia. SIZE: Reaches a 
maximum length' of about 10^2 inches (27 
cm). Most^ catches are much smaller and 
average weight is about one-tenth of 1 
^ound (0.05 kg)., COLOR: Metallic dark 
•ay above, gilver On sides and belly; dusky 
-,Jrs on sides; tail usually pink. □ This 
small jsurfperch is another sandy-shore 
specie^ taken by surf anglers. Similar in 
appearance to the walleye surfperch; 
howQver. it does not have blgck-tipped 
pelvic fins. 




55. BLACK SURFPERCH. black perch, bay 
perch^ Embiotoca jacksoni Agassiz. 
DISTRIBUTION. Point Abreojos. Baja 
California. Mexico, to Fort Bragg. 
Calif. SIZE- Usual weight about H pound. 
(0.3 kg): known to reach a length of 15^4 
inches (39 cm). COLOR: Variable, dark 
oljve green to light reddish brown 
sometimes tinged with red or yellow: oc- 
casionally with blue stripes formed by small 
blue ^crescents m the middle of each scale: 
anal and pelvic fins often reddish 
orange. □ Common to rocky coasts near 
kelp areas; also found around piers, pilings. 

qnH in coastal bays. A shallow-water 

species, ohly rarely taken in sandy surf. * 




56. STRIPED SURFPERCH, Embiotoca 
Jatera/is Agassix. DISTRIBUTION: Point 
Cabras. Baja California. Mexico, to Port' 
Wrangel, Alaska? SIZE: Averelge weight 
little over 1 pound (0.5 kg); maximum length 
recorded 15 inches (38 cm). COLOR: Red. 
' blue, and yellow stripes along scale rows 
over coppery background on body; head 
with blue spots' and stripes; pelvic fins 
dusky. D This colorful surfperch is com- 
monly caught around rocky shores, near 
pilings' or U^ulkheads in bays: frequently 



found in b?lp hcHl iirtMs An mipi)rtcint sport 
species «il(jnj{ the nurthorn ('alifuriim. 
Oregon. Washington, and British (;oiumbia 
coasts. 



I entral and southern CahXornia anil 
usuallv (,aught from pier.s in bavi>. or off^ 
jetties tit harbor entrani,es. generallv over 
sandy bottom. 




57 , RUBBERLIP SIJRFPEEQI. Hhuco( hi/iis 
toxotes Agassiz. DIS'I-RIBOTION Turtld 
Bav, Baja Cahfornia. Mexico, to Russian 
Qulch. • Calif SIZE Length recorded ^to 
18' 2 inches |47 tm) COLOK Variable, 
often brownf|^^iusk\ bhu? above, shading 
to tanish silvef%n bellv. fins dark except 
for pectorals, which are. often pale orange 
or yellow: Upji <jre a distinctive lightV* 
pink An excellent food specio^*, nnd one*^ 
of the more 'desirable of the surfperches 
Central and southern California are the 
best fishing areas Found near rockv areas 
and in bavs around pilings or other un- 
derwater structures. 



60 RAINBOW .SURFPERCH. ftypsuVus 
caryi (AgassLz) DISTRIBUTION Santo 
Tomas. Baja California. Mexico, to Gape 
Mendocino. Cylif SIZE Average weight 
about pound (0 2 kg): known to roach a 
length of 16 inches |41 cm) COLOR Vivid 
horizontal stripes of red. orange, and blue 
on sides: irregular streaks of sky blue and 
orange on bead, pelvic fins bright blue and 
red orange Found in rocky areas along 
the open coast and in bay^ in California. 
Few are^aught south Qf the Los Angeles 
area Similar to black perch in that they 
are rareh caught in sandy surf areas 




58. PILE SURfPERCH. Damo/ichrh>s vacro 
IGi^ard) DISTRIBUTION Guadalupe 
Island. Ba|a California. Mexico, to Port 
WVangel. Alaska. SIZE Average weight is 
about 1'4 pounds (0 6 kg), maximum 
'recorded length is slightly over 17 inches 
(43 ( m) COLOR Vtinable. from brown to 
gray black above, silvery to duskv on sides, 
dark vertical bar on midbody. fins dusky 
tipped ^ This species is common, as its 
name indicates, to pilings, piers, and other 
shallow-Aater obstructions in loastal bays. 
Sometimes it is taken from kelp ,inRas and 
near rocky shores Best fishitig ,ireas are 
found north of Point Conception to Van- 
couver island, British Columbia. 




59 WHITE SURFPERCH. Phanerodon 
/urcQtus Girard. DISTRIBUTldNX Point 
Cabras. Baja California. Mexico, to Van- 
couver Lsland. Britisfi Columbia. SIZE 
Length up to 1 foot (30 cmj. average weight 
alwut '2 pound (0 2 kg) COLOR Silvery 
with dusky speckling on back, sometimes 
with a rosy-orange* luster, fins yeHowish 
^ th dusky edge on taiPfin. hlack line 
"ise of soft dorsal fin. . Common to. 
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61 SHINER SUf^FPERCH, yellow shiner. 
Cyrnatogaster aggregatp Gibbons. DIS- 
TRIBUTION S<in Quintin Bay. Ba)a ,CaI- 
ifornia. Mexico to Port Wrangel. Ahis- 
ka SIZE Usually less than 4 inches 
(to cm) long Maximiim weight about V2 
pound*t0 2 kg), length abaut 8 inches (20 
cm) COLOR Dusky back with*isides and 
bell> silver, three- vertical - yellow bars 
below lateral line^"^' Abundant and one of 
the most easily caught surfperch. Ranges 
from nearshore to depths of over 200 feet 
(61 m). more common to shallow inshore 
areas around piers and pilings'l^nd near eel 
grass sloughs. 



SURFPERCHES OF LESS IMPORTANCE 
TO THE MARINE ANGLER- . 

62. KELP SURFPERCH. Brachyisiius 
fremitus Gill. DISTRIBUTION. Turtle Bay. 
Baja California. Mexico, to Vancouver 
Island. British Columbia. SIZE. Length 
about 8'/2 inches (22 cm) COLOR: Golden 
brown to reddish brown on back, becoming 
cepper red below: fins lighPred ' A minor 
game species, found off rocky coasts in kelp 
beds. 

63 SPOTI-^IN SURFPERCH. Hyperprosopon 
(uuj/e Agassi/.. DIS'miBUTION Blanca 
Bav. B.ij.i C.difornja. Mexuo. to Se.il Rofk. 
Oreg SIZE Length to 6l inches (15 
(m) COLOR Body silver -wmi dusky color 
on »bafk. t(vo lar«e black spfffs on dorsal 
and anal fins 'I a ken occasionally by 
anglers, but generidly of minor'importanc e 



64 SHARPNOSE^SURFPERCH. *Phanerudon 
(itfipes (jordan and Gilbert).' DIS- . ■ 

-TRIBUTION San Benito Msland. Ba)a 
California, Mexico, to Bodega Bay. 
Calif* SIZE: Length to i2'/2 inchee (32- 
cn^) COLOR, Silvery with dusky speckling 
on back: thin black .line at base of soft • 
dorsal fin, pelvic fins white. □ Similar m 
appearance to' the w^ite surfperch, 

65 PINK SURFPERCH, Zolembius rosaceus 
(Jordaa and Gilbert). qiSTRIBUTiON San 
Cristobal Bay, Baja California, Mexico, to 
central California. SIZE: Length is 
reported to be to 8 inches (20 
cm). COLOR: Distinguished by its rosy-red 
coloration; pink brown on upper body: two 
brown spots undw the dorsal fm. Tl A ^ 
deepwat^er species (30-300 feet or 9.1-91 4 

m). * 



LABimrAE: WRASSES 



66. ' 
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66. CALIFORNIA SHEEPHEAD. ' redfish. , 
humpy, fathead. Pimelometopon pulchrum 
(Ayres). DISTRIBUt^ON. Gulf of Cali- 
fornia. Mexico, to Monterey Bay, Calif,, 
uncommon north of Point Conception, 
Calif SIZE;»Lgngth to about 3 feet (91 cm) 
and weight up to 36V4 pounds (16.4 
kg), COLOR Adult males have a black 
head and tail and a red band on the 
midsCttipn. chin is white on both sexes. 
Adult females are dull red or brownish 
red. Best fishing is in coastal kelp beds 
and about the offshore islands south of 
Point Conception at depths of 50 to 100 feet 
(15.2-30.5 m). A fatty hump develops on tHe 
male's forehead 'during breeding season. 



VVRASSES OF LESS IMPORTANCE TO 
THE MARINE ANGLER 

67? ROCK WRASSE, Ha/ichoeres semi- 
cinctus (AyresV DISTRIBUTION- Gulf of 
California. Mexico, to Point Conception, 
Calif. SI21E' Length reported up to 5 inches 
(13 cm*). COLOR. Greenish brown: /dusky 
vertical^ars. male with dark-blue bar 
under qftioral fin \ ^ Found over rocky 
bottom, bur is of minor importance to sport 
anglers, -if not undesirable, due to its habit 
of snatching bait from the hook, 

68. SENORITA. Oxyjulis tnli/ornica 
(Gunther) DISTRIBUTION Central B^ja 
California. Mexico, to central Califor- ^ 
ma. SIZE. Length to 10 inches (25 ' 
cm) COLOR. Reddish orange above, 
yellow below, black area on caudal fin 
base, [J A long slender wrasse, very. 
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abundant within its range, butflk^he rock 
wrasse, ^is consuUsrud a post bocauSti^it 
often^ steals bait iiitendelj for *^mor6 
desir^able species. \ 



SPHYRAENIDAE: BARRACUD*AS 




69 PACIFIC BARRACUDA. California 
barracuda, sccxoter. barry. Sphvraena 
orgenteo* Girard. DISTRIBUTION Cape 
San Lucas.^ Baja California. Mexico, t» 
Kodiak 'Island. Alaska, however, it is not 
common north of Point Conception. 
Calif. SIZE. Record "height is reported to 
be about 18 pounds (8 2 kg), and a length of 
about 4 feef(122 cm). COLOR: Grayish 
black with U blue tinge on back, and silvery 
or white *on sides an^ belly: taii, 
yellowish. Z.] A ma)or game species in 
southern California, and sometimes caught 
farther north off Avila. Calif . m summer. 
Usuallv caught b^ trolling or casting live 
bait near the mainland coast or about the 
southern California islands. Summer is the 
best fishing season Young fish are usu.ilK 
found closer to shore than thq adults 



SnCHAEIDAEt PRICKLEBACKS 



. Alaska. J)IZE Reported to reach a length 
•^of s'feeT (152 cm) and a weijjht of 93 
, pounds (42.2 kgj A' record sport-caught fish 
off California coast was reported to weigh 
66^ pound's (30.0 kg). AlUtackle record for 
a fish caught ojf Cape Point., South Africa. 

♦ weighed 70 pounds (l^l 8 kg) with a length 
of 50>/j inches (128.3 cm). COLOft' Dark 
^*teel blue or gray blue on *back becoming 
Sliver gray on^sides and belly; narrow-white 

. 'bordqr on caudal fin. [ J Best sport fishing 
is'Iuly through September (Augu^j best] 
offshore , in southern California. Some spoft 
. iingler's fish for albacdre off gentrsjl aiid 
norihera^ California and Oregon in Augdst 
and September' Albacor^e is a ^migratory 
pelagiO* ffpecies that tenkis to inhabit the i 
(luarer offshoro California ^uFrent waters 

* that liO outside the greenish-colored 
nearshore i.pastal 'i\^ators. 





74. PACIFIC BONITO. bonohead. Sarda 
chiiiensis lineolata (Girard), DISTRI- 
BUTION: Baja California to Gulf of 
Alijska. SIZE: Reported to reach a weight 
of 25 pounds (11.3 kg) an^ a length of 40 
inches (102 cm)r however, the usual-height- 
of sport-caught bonito is 1 to 4 pounds (1.8 
kg and under). COLOR: Metallic hlne 
green to violet on back, fading to silver on 
sidps and b^w: dark oblique stripes on 
back, rj A pelagic . migratory schoohng 
species commonly oaught by* trolling and 
live bait casting off southern California 
during summer eind fall. Trolling is best off 
kelp be^is ami along the coast* from Point 
Dume t9 La |olla. Calif., and about Catahna. 
San Clemente, arid ^ the Coronado islands. 
Successful fishing depends on higher sea 
temperatures off southern California. 




70, MONKEYFACE ,PI^ICK LEfe ACK. 
monkeyface eeL blenny eel. Cei^dichthys 
violaceus (Girard). DISTRIBUTION San 
Quintin Bav.:Baia Cahforma, 'Mexico, to 
Crescent' City. Calif. SIZE. Length to 30 
inches (76 cm) COLOR. Unifprm dull 
black, sometimes \Vith reddish spots on 
sides: twoidark bars below eye. □ Common 
in rocky intertidal areas out to 80 feet (24.4 
m), iithabitin^ deep rocky pools between the 
tide lines in crevices or hoffes.in the'i'ocks. 
Algae «eems to be its primary food^ 
although it afeo will take shrimp and otKet 
marine invertebrates Most are caught by 
poke-polers — anglers who poke 'a baited 
hook into tide-pool crevices during low tide. 



72. ^YELLOWFIN TUNA. Alhson ' tuna. 
Thunnus aibaccyes (Bonnaterre) DIS- 
TRIBUTIGfN.> CosmopolitarVin tropical and « 
subtropical seas. Hawaii^ii Islands, east- 
ern Pacific from Chile' to Point Buchon. 
gahf SIZE- Reported to 450 pounds (204.f 
kg); however, catches are rarely over 125 
pounds (56.7 kg). All-tackle record m the 
Pacific, fSan Benedicto Island. Mexico) is 
308 pbunds (139.7* kg). wiUa a length of 84 • 
inches'(213,4 cm), COLO* Dark metallic ' 
blue abofe, fading into silver gray below: 
Iridescent yellow band running from head 
to tail, Ffns lengthen with age and are 
tinged with yellow. Irregular white dots 
form bars on belly of younger fish, □ This i 
species rarely enters the sport fishery off 
southern California in the summer, and 
' then only during years having very high sea * 
surface temperatures. Although riot often 
^aught off southern Cahfornia, it is much 
sought after by U.S. anglers off the coast of, 
Mexico. 





SCOMBRIDAE: MACKERELS A^D 
.TUNAS 




ERIC 



71 ALBACORE. longfin tuna, Thunnus 
alalunga (Bonnaterre) . DISTRIBUTION, 
Temperate waters of the Atlantic Ocean, in 
O Pacific Ocean, from Gualrflupe Island. 
1 California, Mexico, to southeast 



73. BLUEFIN TtJNA. ^ Thunnus thynnns 
on en toils (Temmin ck and Scl)legel). 
DISTRIBUTION: In the eastern Pacific froAi * 
Peru to Shelikof Straits. Alaska, and west 
to Asia (Kuril Islands). SIZE: Recorded 
weight to 297 pounds (134.7 kg) in Pacific, 
however, most angler-gaught bluefin are m 
the range of 10 to 40 pounds (4.5-18.1 
kg). COLOR: Deep blue above, silvery on 
sides and' white below; irregular white -* 
spots on belly. Excellent game species, 
sometimes taken off southern California in 
summer, though not in great numbers. A 
pelagic schooling species, with popular 
fishing areas off Santa Monica Bay and 
Oceanside, Calif., and about Catalina. San 
tilemente. and the Coronado islands. 
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75, CHUB MACKEREL. Pacific mackereK 
a^fe^. greenback: striped mackerel. 
Scomber japonicus Houttuyn. DISTRI- 
BUTtON Chile to the Gulf of Alaska 
and transpacific. SIZE: Average ' size of 
fish caught by anglers is about 1 pound (0.5 
kg). The record length is reported to be 25 
inches (64 cm) and a weight of near 6*/2 
pounds (2,9 kg)'. COLOR: Dar]^ green to 
blue above with dark wavy bars on back, 
shading into iridescent silvery on 
sides. □ A pelagic schooling species 
commonly caught near the coast o{f 
southern California, Fishing is good all year 
when abundant: however/The Pacific 
mackerel resource is now at a low level 
and catches are reduced. Best fishing is in 
summer and fall 



XIFHnOAE: SWORDFISHES 

^- - ' 

76. . 




76. SWORDFISH. broadbiU. Xiphias 
giadius Linnaeus DISTRIBUTION: 
, Worldwide in warm seas; from Chile to 
Oregon in the eastern Pacific. SIZE. The 
weight of most swordfish caught off 
southern Cahfornia by anglers is within the 
range of 150 to 300 pounds' (68.1-136.1 kg). 
All-tackle record in the^ Pacific (Iqujque. 
Chile) is 1-.182 pounds (536.2 kg) with 'a 
ien^gth of 14 feet 11 inches (454,8 
cm) COLOR Dark gfay above, fading to 
silver gray or gray yellow on belly. □ In 
southern California, this excellent food fish 
la harpooned commercially anU taken by 



'sporf anglers during summer into fall by 
.hook^and line. It is usually ussociatod with 
islancfe^nd banks, mouths of undersea 
canyons, and steep * submarine ridges. 
Swordfishing is becoming a popular sport 
off .southern CaHfornia. 

ISTIOPHORIDAE: BULFISHES 



SCORPAtNlDAE: SCORPIONFISHES 



t 
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\ 77, STRIPED MARLIN. T^trapturus audax 
(PhilippU DISTRIBUTION Throughout, the 
warmer waters of th^ Indian and Pacific 
oceans. Ip the eastern Pacific from Chile to 
Point ^ Conception. Calif SIZE' Known to 
•reach a weight of 350 pounds (158.8 kg) 
and a length of 12 feet (366 cm). Average 
weight of fish caught off San Diego is 110 to 
140 pounds (49.9-63.5 kg). All-tackle record 
in the Pacific (Cape Brett, New Zealand) is 
394 pounds (178 7 kg) with a length of J 34 
inches (340 4 cm) COLOR: Dark purphsh 
blue above, fading to silvery below: dorsal 
alid anal fm robalt blue, sides with ligh^" 
blue stripes, l'] This species is pelagic in 
habitat and is found throughout the tropical 
and Subtropical Pacific This is the major 
billfish species caught off southern 
California during summer and Call (mid- 
Aug'ust. to ftiid-September usualV best). 
Caught by trolling baits or lures. 

STROMATEIDAE: BUTTERFISHES 
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78. PACIFIC POMPANO. butterfish. 
Peprilus . similiimul (Ayres) DIS- 
TRIBUTION- Magdalena Bay. Baia 
California. Mexico, to t\e mouth of Fraser 
River. British Columbja SIZE. Length to 
about 11 inches (28 cm). . COLOR 
Iridescent silver green on back, becoming 
silvery on sidps and belly T.l CommohlV 
caught off southern and central .Cahforma 
throughout the year. Usoally found over 
sandy bottom. Frequently caught ,in bays 
during late summer and fall, offshore in 
deeper water for the rest of the year An 
excellent food species. 



79. BLUE ROCKFISH. priestfish. bluefish. 
blue perch. Sebastes mystmus {Jordan and 
Gilbert). DISTRIBUTION. Point Santo 
Tomas. Baia California. Mexico, to Bering 
Sea. Alaska. SIZE: Record length is near 
21 inches (53 cm), most catches are less 
than 15 inches (38 cm). COL'OR: Dark blue 
aboye. shading to lighter below with light- 
blue mottling, fin^ Uniformly blackish. ^ 
Young are reddish up ^o 2V2 inches (6 cm) 
long [ Often copfused with black rock- 
fish, but distinguished by the slanted or 
straight anal Ifn, aijd absence of spots on 
dorsal fin A afhallow-water species usually 
found around *rocky or kelp areas; however, 
they do range in depth to* 200 or 30Q feet ^ 
(61 0-91 4 m). Be^t fishing from central ^ 
California ports- such as Morro Bay and 
Monterey B^y and north to off Oregon anc^ 
Washington. ' 



, 81 . COPPER ROCKFISH, Sebastes caurinus - 
Richardson. DISTRIBUTIONS Monterey! 
Calif., to Kenai Peninsula. Al^skk. SIZE: 
Record length reported to be ^bout 22 
V, inches (57 cm). Average weight is about 2V2 
pounds (1,1 kg). COLOR: Dark olive or 
brown back with darker rtotthn^s. all over 
a coppery-brown tinge with a pale stripe 
along lateral line of rear two-thirds of body. 
Very similar to the whitebelly rockfish, 
Sebas^es vexillans, which differs sjightly in 
coloration and has a ipore southerly range 
(San Benito Islands. Baja Carifornia, norfh 
to Crescent City, Calif.). □ Young inhabit 
shallow w^ter. adults deeper water, 
Common off the coast of , northern 
Cahfornia, Oregon, and W^shin^ton to the 
Strait of Georgia. British Columbia. 




80 BLACK ROCKFISH, .black snapper, 
black bass, bass rbckfish, nero. cherna, 
Sebastes ' meianops Girard. DIS- 
TRIBUTION: Paradise Cove, Cahf.. to . 
Amchitka Island, Alaska. SIZE: Usuflf\, 
weight af adults ranges to about 3 pounds 
(1 4 kg) and length is reported up to 23^/4 
inches (60 cm). I^OLOR. Black with gray 
mottling qn sides shading to a white belly, 
black spots above the base of the spiny 
dorsal fin. fins dark gray. □ Often confused 
with the blue rockfish. but distinguished 
from It by the large mouth, rounded anal 
fin. and spots on dorsal fin.JThis species is 
abundant off northern California and 
Oregon, frequenting shallow-water reefs 
and commonly caught around kelp beds. It ^ 
is sometimes* taken by salmon trolling over 

deep offshore rocky areas 

r 
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82. OLIVE ROCKFISH. kelp yellowtaiL kelp 
salmon, bass rockfish. sugar bass. Sebastes 
serranoides (Eigenmann and Sigen- 
mann). DISTRIBUTION. ' San Benito 
Islands. Baja Cahfornia. Mexico, to Redding 
Rock, Calif. SIZE: Reported to reach a 
length of 24 inc\es (61 cm): usual length is 
6 to 12 inches Xl5-30 cm) and weight is« 
'usually less than 2^ pounds (0.9 
kg). COLQR: OiiVe brown above, fading to 
lighter on belly: whitish blotches on back 
under dorsal fin. f] Comfhon to shallow 
water (50-100 feet or 15.2-30.5 m) around 
kelp beds and rocky bottom areas. Good ' 
fishing from central. California south. Best 
fishing is along ^e soi|thern California 
coast and about the offshoi^ islands. Often 
confused with the yellow tdiTscockfish and 
kelp bass: however, if the mlrnber of soft 
rays in the anal fin istnine (instead of six to 
eight) it IS very probably an olive rockfish. 
See also kelp bass for differenjces in dorsal 
fin, shape, . ^ 




i 83. KELP ROCKFISH. gopher rockfish. 

garrupa, .Sebastes atrovirens (Jordan aftd 
, Gilbert). DISTRIBUllONJpbint San Pablo. 
I Ba)a California. Mexico, to Timber Cov^ 
^ Calif. SIZE: Usual weight i& about 1 pound 
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(0.5 kg): maximurti lon^h is reported to be 
near '17 inches (43 cm) COLOR: Mottled 
olive brown over lighter shades; throat 
yellowj^ head and body covered with dark 
/speckles. □ As its name Implies, this 
species is common around kelp beds .and 
also found around rocky reefs. Younger fish 
are usually caught farther inshore in 
shallower water than the adults 
Distinguished from the grass rockfish by the^ 
long gill ralcers which are long and slender, 
not short and stubby as those of the grass 
rockfish. » 




84. GRASS ROCKFISH. kelp rockfish. 
^comeda. Sebastes rastrelliger (Jordan and* 
Gilbert). 'DISTRIBUTION: Playa Maria 
Bay. Baja California. Mexico.^ to Yaquin'a 
Bay. Oreg. SIZE: Wjight is ^usually less , 
,than 2 pounds (o.9 kgMvith a record length 
reported to be a^t 22 inches (56 
cm). COLOR: Dark green with light-green 
mottling above with lighter green or brown 
below: fins obve grain with pelvic and 
pectoral fins tipped vJlh red. □ Sometimes 
confused with the kef) rockfish (See kelp 
rockfish for distinguishing characters.) This 
species is taken along the coast in shallow 
waters with best fishing off' central 
California southward along the coast. 
Commonly caught in waters of 100 feet 
(30.5 m) or less, over or near kelp beds 6r 
tocky atea3. The young are frequently 
caught from. piers. 
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85. YELLOWTAIL .ROCKFISH. green 
snapper, 'giolo. gialoto.- cherne. yellowtail. 
Sebastes flayidus (Ayres). DISTRIBUTIQN' 
San Diegof^ Calif., to ■ Kodiak Island. 
Alaska. SIZE- Average *\weight about 1 */2 
to 2 pounds (0.7*0.9 kg), length reported to 
26 inches (66- cm). COLOR: Mottled 
grayish* brown above 'shadmg tlvwhrt^ on 
belly; fins dusky yellow with tail fin tipped 
with bright yellow; tips of lower pectpral 
fin tinged with pink. □ Distinguished from 
plive rockfish by the eiglit soft rays ir^ anal 
fm. and by presence of fine reddish-brown 
speckling on scales—pllve rockfish almost 
always have nine^^Soft anal rays and no 
speck liu^-erTsiSies, An importanf g^fme fish 
species, off .the central California coast and 
fo the north. Inhabits predominantly 
deepwater reefs. . •* 



86 ailNA ROCKFISH. cefalutano. gopher. 
Sebastes nebulo«us Ayres, DISTRI- 
BUTION. San Miguel Island. Calif., north to 
southeastern Alaska. SIZE; Average 
weight about 2 pounds (0.9 kg); record 
length to 17 inches (43 cm). COLOR: 
Bro^dj bright yellowish stripe from dorsal 
fin area along lateral line on each side of 
blue-black body, with white spot- 
ting. CI Occurs nearshore and in water 
depths of 120 feet (36.6 m) oi^less. Catight' 
over rocky bottom. s<jmetimes in association 
with gopher, kelp, and grass rockfishes. 




87. CALICO ROCKFISH. Sebastes dalh 
(Eigenmann ^and Beeson). DISTRIBUTION: 
Viscaino Bay. Baja California. Mexico, to 
San Francisco. Calif SIZE: Usually^ small. 
Average weight 1 Vi pounds' (0.6 * kg): 
maximum length 8 to 10 inches (20-25 
cm). COLOR:. Greenish yellow with 
irregular brown bars and blotches on sides 
forming oblique bars: brown spots and 
streaks on tail *fin. O Common to gouthern 
'>California. with >some taken off central 
California. Occyrs in water 60 to 840 feet 
(18^3-256.0 m) deep. This species, however, 
does not appear to be greaftly abundant in , 
any one area. t 
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88.. WIDOW ROCKFISH. viuva. Sebastes 
entomelas ^Jordan* and Gilbert). 
DISTRIBUTION; Todos Santos Bay. Baja 
California. Mexico, to Kodiak Island. 
Alask^, SIZE. Average weight is about P/2 
pounds. (0.7 kg), and record length is 21 
inches (53 cmj. COLOR: Uniform dusky 
brown with a yellOw or brapy tinge on 
sides and sometimes reddish ^on belly. 
Young specimens have vague 'orange 
streaks.*[1 Usually taken from below 100 
feet (30.5 m) over rocky or r(>ugh bottom: 
however, ^oung are caught near surface 
This is an- important species in the Mon- 
terey Bay area. v 



89. BROWN ROCKFISH. bolina. Sebastes 
auriculatus Girard. DISTRIBUTION:- 
Central B^ja California. Mexico, to 
U southeastern Alaska. SIZE: Length to 21 
^ inches (53 cm).' COLOR. Brown with light- 
brown mottling: dusky pink on fins and 
lower part of head, dark brown blotch on 
gill cover. □ Common around wharf piHngs 
and rocky areas in shallow water*out to 
about 180 feet (54.9 m) from central 
California north, and fairly abundant in 
San Francisco Bay and Puget Sound. 





90. QUILLBACK r6cKFISH. orange- 
spotted rockfish, yellow-backed rockfish. 
brown rockfish. speckled rockfish. Sebastes 
maliger (Jordan and Gilbert). DIS- 
TRIBUTION: Point Sur. Calif., to Gulf of 
Alaska., SIZE: Length to 24 inches (61 
cm). COLOR: Slate brown with yellow 
mottling on back and on dorsal fin: orange 
spotting on ventral surface. □ Common in 
the northern part of its range where it 
tends to frequent inlets and shallow-water 
rockpiles. Fairly abundant in Puget Sound, 



BROWN ROCKFISHES OF LESS 
IMPORTANCE TO THE MARINE ANGLER: 



91. SILVERGRAY ROCKFISH. Sebastes^ 
brevispinis (Bean). DISTRIBUTION: Santa 
Barbara. Cahf.. to Bering Sea. SIZE: 
Length tq 28 inches (71 cm). COL'OR: Dark 
gray above, silver gray on sides and white 
below: fins pinkish. 

92. DUSKY ROCKFISH. Sebastes 'ciltatus - 
(Tilesius). DISTRIBUTION: Gualalupe 
■Island. Ba)a Cahforn>a. Mexico, to Point 
Conception. CaHf, . SIZE: Length to 16 
inches (41 cm). COLOR- Gray brown with 
brown ^ots on dorSal area, becoming light 
gray below, brown streaks radiating from 
eye; fios pinkish, ^ ' ^ 

93. GOPHER ROGKFig^. flesh-colored 
rockfish. Sebastes carnstus (Jordan and 
Gilbert). DISTRIBUTION. San Roqu'e. Baja 
California. Mexico to Eureka. CaliF. SIZE: 
le,nigth \o about l^^A inches (39 
*cml COLOR. Olive brown with flesh- 
colored or^whitish spotting andhlotches. 
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94. SQUARKSPOT*ROCKHSH, .smallmoiith 
rocjcfish. ^ebastes ht>pKinsj- (Cramer). 
DISTRIBUTION Guadalufro \lsland Ba)a 
^galifornia, Mexico, to Farallon Islands, 
Cahf. SIZE: Length to IIV4 mches (29 
cm). COLOR} Yelloi^ brown with dark 
browi) blotches. 



RED ROCKFISHES. 
95. 




95, VERMW.ION ROCkFISH, red sjiapper. 
rasher l^orracho. barrachon, red rock cod, 

. genuine red, Sebasfes mjruatus (Jordan and 
Gilbert). DISTRIBUTION- San Bemto^ 
Island, Ba)a California. Mexico, to Vftn-' 

. couvef Island. British Columbia. ^ SIZE. ' 
Record TOngth to 30 inches (76 cm): weight , 
reported to 15 pounds (6.8 kg). COLOR; 
Deqp vermilion on back mottled with gray 
or blackish, blotches an si|ies, orange 
stfipes radiating from eye: fins deep red 
and on smalt specimens often faintly edged 
with black; mouthV^^ H Sometintes con- 

^sed with the canai>y rockfish: however,- 
the underside of jaw is rough, not smooth, 
and there is no large black area on spinous 
dorsal fin ^s on smaller specimens of the 
canary rockfish. One of the largfer rockfish 
species, common to depths of 200 to ^00 
feet (61.0-182.9 m). The young fish a^-e 
frequently found near shore An important 
contributor to the "rock cod" catch in 
southern Cahfornia. ^ « 




96. GHILIPEPPER. johnnies, johnny cod, 
Sebastes goodei (Ejgenmann and Eigen- * 
mann). DISTRIBUTION: Magdalena Bay. 
Baja California. Mexico, to Vancouver 
Islai^^ British Columbia. SIZE, Average 
weight is about 2V2 pounds (1.1 kg): 
maximum length is 22 inches (56 
cm). COLOR: Reddish brown to copper 
above, shading to pink or white below with 
a distinct red stripe along the latere Wlme: 
t fins' pink. TI Fishing for tlH«^ecies is best 
off central and southern California. A 
dee^water sy^cies. it prefers rocky or mud 
bottom. 
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97. BOCACCIO, sajmons grouper, young 
' are sometimes tailed ^'tomcod," Sebastes 
paucispmis Ayres. DISTRIBUTION. Point 
Blanca. Baja Gallfpxnia, Mexico, to Kodiak' 
Island, Alask^^^ SIz3E. Average weight is 
3V4 *pounds\ (1 5' kg), the record size 
reported to^ be about 3 feet (91 cm) and 21 
pounds^ (9,5 kg). COLOR. Brownish to/ 
dusky *ed ^bove, shading into dull oranae^ 
red on?- sides, light pmk on belly. Redd>slv 

• tinge'coverall; sometimes.mottled with brown 
or black □ Usually distinguished from 
other rockfishes by its greatly projecting 
lower iaw.« A very important commercial ' 
artd sport species off California, ^dult? are 

• iished in ^efcp water (to 125* fathoms or 
228 6 m). and young bocacdo are 
frequently found in, schools nearshore and 
are commonly caught by pier anglers. 




98. CANARY ROCKFISH/orange rockfish, 
codalargo, yellow snapp^i> filione, fahtail, 
red rock cod, red snapper, Semjstes pin- 
niger (Gill). DISTRIBUTION; Cape Colnett. 
Baja California, Mexicfy, to southeastern 
Alaska. SIZE. Average weight about XVi 
pounds (0.7 kg) and a record length to 
about 30 inches [76 cm). COLOR. Grayish, 
mottled with orange: fins ^ orange. 
Sometimes confused with vermilion rock- 
fish%.^ee description of thar species for 
differences.) □ Young canary rockfish are 
sometimes found in shallow^ water; adults 
' found over banks in deep water. An im* 
portant contributor to the central and 
northern^ahfornia parjty boat catch.. 




99. YKLLOWEYE^ ROCKFISH, turkey-red 
rockfish. rasphead rockfish, red snapper, 
red rockfish, tambor. turkey rock, pot- 
belly. .Sebasfes vuhGrvimxaa (CramerJ. 
DISTRIBUTION Ensenada. Baja California, 
Mexico, north to Gul( of Alaska. SIZE: 
Average weight about 5»/2 pounds (2.5 kg); 
known to reach a length of 36 inches 
(91"* cm). COLOR- Bright vermilion above, 
sometimes blotfjhed with black, fading to 



light below; smaller specimens often have a 
whitish streak along lateral line. All fins* 
except spinous dorsal a re. usually edged 
with black; eye bright yellow. □ One. of the 
larger and more colorful of the rockfish 
specie^ Found over shallow and deep reef 
areas m water 150 to 1,200 feet (45.7-365,8 
m) deep. Excellent food species. 
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100, JTARRY ROCIFISH. spott ed« rockfish. , 
chinafish. Sebastes consteJ/atus (Jordan and 
Gilbertf. DISTRIBUTION: Near Cedros 
Island, Ba'ja California, Mexico, to San - 
Francisco, Calif. SIZE: Reported to attain 
a length of I8 inches . (46 cm); average 
weight is about \V2 pounds (0.7' 
kg). ^OLOR: Orange red above, shading to 
yellow , on sides and below; profusely 
covered with small bright-green spots: three 
to five white blotches on back. 13 A brightly 
colored *spexrres common off southern 
Cahfornia, where it is usually taken over 
deep reefs. 




101. ROSY ROCKFISH. corsair,, dud^ ^ 
scacciatele, scratch-tail. Sebastes rosG(€eus ^ 
Girard./ DISTRIBUTION: Turtle Bay, Baja 
California. Mexico, to Paget Sound. 
Wash> SIZE: A small species, averaging 
abouiyy: pound (0.2 kg). Maximum length 
reported to 123/4 incbes (32* cm). COLOR: 
Yello>v, blotched with dark red on back and 
sidqs. f^ing to whitish below; white 
blotches bordered with purple above lateral 
line: pinkish fins. □ Taken in deep water 
(90 fathoms or 164.6 m): sometimes in 
shallower water over reefs or rocky areas. 
A^ood food speciQs, although ^small in size.. 
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102. GREENSTRIPED 1?0CKFJSH'.> 
strawjaerry rook cod. reina. serena, 
Sebasles eior^gatus Ayres. DISTRIBUTION: 
Cedros Island. Baja California. Mexico, 
north to Green Island, Alaska. SIZE: 
Small: average weight about ^4 pound (0.3 
kg); longth recorded tj^ 15 inches (38 
' cm>. COLOR Pale refl^bove, White on 
belly ,with olive-green irregular stripes on 
site joining near tail, black on tip of chin; 

US 



pipkish fins; pink latusal lino, i . A (ioo{> 
water spocios (200-1.300 fool or 01.0-396.2 
m) iisualfy caught from sport boats fisinn'g 
over rough bottom, *' 



/SciORPIONFISlIKS 
^108. 




i.03. G-REENSPOTTED ROCKFISH,. 
onucklehead. Santa Maria. Sebastes 
cW&rosticfus . (Jordan and Gilbert) 
(DISTRIBUTION: tSttros Island. Baja Cali- 
vfprnia. Mexico, to Copahs ^ Head. 
Wash. SIZE: Average weight 1 pounds 
(0.6 kg): recor^l^length reported to be near 
*20 inches (51 cm). COLOR. Pinkish yellow 
with irregular .jjreen spots: three to' five 
whitish blotches on back bordered with 
purple red: purple bar across head behind 
eyes. □ Adults and young both found over 
deepwater reef areas. 



RED ROCKFISHES OF LESS IMPORT- 
ANCE TO THE MAPINE ANGLER- 



104. COW rockVish. cowcod. rooster-* 
fish, gallo. *chefra. cowfish. Sebastes ievis 
(Eigenmann ^ind Eijjjlh mann) DIS- 
TRIBUTION: ■'^d)ptral '^laTa California. 
Mexico, to* near Eureka. Calif. SIZE: One 
of the largest of the rbckfishes. reaching 37 
inches (94 cm) long and a weight of 28 
pounds (12.9 kgf. ' COLOR Yellowish red 
with faint vertical .bars on adults. 



105 STRIPETAIL RDCKFISH. popeye rock- 
fish, bigeye rockfish. . ohveback rorkfish. 
Sebastes sqwcoXq (Gilbert). DIS» 
TRlBlTTION' Viscaino Bay. Bd)a California. 
Mexico, - to southeaetern Alaska. SIZE' 
Length to 15V4 inches (39 cm) COLOR 
Tail has green stripes in membranes. 



STRIPED ROCKFISHES > 

ibe. /TREEFISH.^ co^victfish. barberpole. 
Sebasfgs^ serriceps (Jordan and Gilbert). 
DISTRIBUTION. Central Baja California. 
Mexico.' to San Francisco. Calif SIZE. 
Length reported to 16 inches (41 
*tm). COLOR: Olive brown above to 
yellowish below, with five to six vertical 
black bars "on sides reaching to 
belly. M This colorful rockfish. although 
minor in tha- sport catch, is cortimon off 
southerh California in relatively shallow 
water out to about iSo feet (45.7 m) deep 

107. flag" rockfish. , Spanish flag, 
^barberpole. hollywood. convir^fish. shoflies. 
tiger. vSebastes rubri.vjnctuS (Jordan and 
Gilbert). DISTRIBUTION: Cape Colnett. 
Baja California. Mexico, to San* Francisco: 
records north of San Francisco may be the 
redbanded rockfish. Sebastes bob- 
cocki. SIZE- Length to 25 inches (64 
cm) COLOR: As name indicates, has four 
O teal red stripes on cream»white 
ground. ^ 



108. CALIFORNIA SCORPIONFISH. sculpin 
Inot related to the^ci|Ipin family. Cottidae). 
Scorpaena guttata Girard DISTRI- 
BUTION. Near Magdalena Bay, Baia Cali^ 
forma. Mexico, to Santa Cruz. Calif. 
SKE: Length re«orded tp about 17 inches 
(43 cm). COLOR: B.rick red to browh? 
Tiumerous dark spots and blotches on body, 
head. * and fins. CI An inshore fish 
common in bays ancL " along shoijes 
throughout the year in southern California; 
however, spring and^summer appdfc to be 
best fishirsg^asofi' ^Although it sometimes 
occurs over sandy or sandy-mud bottom, 
this species seems to' prefer rocky 
surroundings and \yater shallower than 100 
feet (<30.5 m) Fish should be handled \irith 
care; spines (dorsal, anal, and pelvtc) are' 
venomous and can inflict very painful 
wounds Experienced anglers handle by 
inserting thumb in fish's mouth apd holding 
by lowej" iqw An excellent food fish. 



ANOPLOPOMATIDAE: SABLEHSHES 




109. SABLEFISH. black cod. mackerel, 
coal co^l. butterTish. blue cod. skil. 
Anopiopomo /jmbrio (Pallas) . DIS- 
TRIBUTION. Cedros Jsland. Baja Cahfornfq. 
Mexico, to northwestern Alaska. Bering 
Sea. and Japan. SIZE. Catches of young 
fish average to Vi pound (0.1-0.2 kg)", 
while adults may weigh up to 30 pounds 
(13.6 kg), a record length is reported to 40 
inches (102 cm) €OLOR. Adults are 
blackish gray above, shfrding to lighter gray 
or white below. Coloration in young is more 
defined with dark bliife or green above, 
white on belly.,.n Young fish are sometimes 
found nearshore; however, adults live- m 
deep water up to 400 feet (122 m) or more. 
Thpy appear to migrate • into shallower^ 
water during summer. An important species 
in northern California and off Oregon and 
Washington, although a small restricted 
, fishery does exist off Newport Bay in 
sou J hern CaIifoi*nia. This species is 
frequently caught in the same arpa as the 
Pacific halibut, 'an^ is an excellent food 
fish. ' ' « 



HEXAGRAMMIDAE: GREENLINGS 
110/ ^ * - 




\ 
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TlO. RELP GREENUNG.-^greenling sea- 
trout, kelpfish, rock trout. Hexagrommos 

► decagrammu^ (Pallas), DISTRIBUTION. La 
Jolla. Calif., -ta Aleutian, Islands. Alaska. 
SIZ£: Length ^ to 21 inches (53 cm): 

^ however, usual catch is about ifi injghes (30 
cm) Jong.* COLOR. Males arF darlj gray 
with sky-blue spots on head and ford part 
of 'body. Females are gray brown^ with 
uniform reddish or golden-brown spots on 
head and body. OThis species is found 
aroynd rocky shores, reef^. and ''kelp bed 
aceas. Common along jeJ4les and most 
abundant* off northern California. Oreg^. 
Washington., and Alaska. Excellent food 
fish. . ' * 




UI. ROCK rfiREENLIN^^r red greei^ling. 
fringed grS*0Tiling. *H0xagrammos iago- 
cephaJus (Pallas). DISTRIBUTION: Point 
Conception^ -Cfilif.. ,to Alaska and Bering 
Sea.SVbundant off Oregon northward to 
Alaska. SIZE: Length recorded up to 24 
inches (61 cm). Wmght-of the ^erage catch 
is about ^4 pound TO.3 kg). COLOR- Highly 
veritable, usually rpddish browif with 
darker mottliiTg'. sometim^ large red 
blotches^ on sides: tail fin tipped with red: 
dark round spot above pectoral fin; inside 
of mouth bluish^ n A. shallow-water 
speqjes. inhabiting much the same areas as 
the Icelp greeitling (rocky shares, jetties, 
etc.). \ ^ , ^ 



112. 
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112. IsINGCOD. cultus cod. buffalo .cod. 
green cod, hng. bocaleo. Ophiodon 
elgngoius i|jrard. DISTRIBUTION: Point 
San Carlos. Baja California. Mexico, to 
I<[odiak Island- Alaska. SIZEr Average 
weight is about 8 pounds (3.6 kg);, howeve;*. 
»they are reported to attain at least 50 
inches (127 cm) in length and a weight of 



, 50 pounds 1224 M- COLOR Extcern^lv^ 
variable with habitat. Ground'color mav Ix/ 
^» gray brown, blue to .>jreen. or bla( k. 
Mottljngs. spots. ,and other markinijs are 
not specific. □ Commpn to central 
California northwax^r off Oregon^ 
Washington, and southeastern Alaska 
cpasts. A desirable food species Young 
lingcod'are caught fiear rocky or kelp bed 
areas. Adults tend to frequent deeper 
f'\^ water up^l^ 350 feet (106 7 m) in areas of 
rough bof^bm. « 




113. ATKA MACKEREL. Pleuro^rammus 
monuplery^jjus (Pallas). DISTRIBUTION 
Monterey Bay. Calif., to northwehtern 
Alciska. Bering Sea. and Sea of 

. lapan. SIZE Attains a length of up to 2 
feet (61 im). although the average length is 
about 12 im.hes |30 cm) COLOR Du.skv 
yellow with five blackish \ertH.al bars 
crossing side^ ventral and anal fins dark 

^ L An important game species in Alaska, 
commonly take\near the surf zone, around 
rocky and kelp bed areas, and in 
semisheltered water. Often found in large 
schools 

GREENLINGS OF LESS IMPORTANCE 
TO THE MARINE ANGLER; 

114 WHITESPOTTED GREENLING. 
Hexagrammos sleileri Tilesius DISTRL 
BUTION: Puget Sound. Wash., to 
lapan. SIZE Length to at Jeast 19 inches 
(48 cm) COLOR- Light brown to greenish, 
often with reddish tinge^ conspicuous white ' 
spots on body. 



115. PAINTED -GREENLING. Oxylebius 
pictus Gill. DISTRIBUTION. Point San 
Carlos, Ba)a Cs^ifornia. Mexico, to Strait of 
Georgia. British Co|mnbia SL^ Length to 
at least 10 inches (25 rm) COLOR Brown 
and dark-red bcirs and mottling over 
grayish-brown body: flaps on head are red 
Rarely taken. 



COmbAE: SCULPINS 
116. 



mm 



116. CABEZON.^ bullfish. bullhead; blue 
cod. burl cod. marbled sculpui. Scor- 
poenichlhys mormoratus (Ayres). DIS- 
' TRIBUTION: Point Abreojos. Baja 
California. Mexico, to Sitka. Alaska. SIZE: 
Average weight is about 2 pounds (0.9 kg). 
Largest fish reported was 39 inches (99 cm) 
^ id weighed slightly over l5 pounds 
gj^l^g), COLOR: Highly variable from 




brown, ^to red. greenish or gray, usually 
>vith extensive'tnottling or blotching Mouth 
lining m females usually green, males 
red. [ ! The flesh ^of the cabezon has an 
excellent flavt)r. Init the roe is reported^!)" 
be poisonous. This fish is found over alany 
types of bottom. usiH^Uy rock and .saftH. m 
shallow watei^out to depths of about 250 
feet (76.2 m)*.- * ^ ? 




117.- RED IRISH LORD. ' Herail^pfdotus 
he/^epidotiis (Tilesi^s). * DISTRIBUTION- 
Mon^rey Bay. Calif., to Sea ot Okhotsk. 
SIZE, \yerage weight about V2 . poundi(0.2 
kg), greatest r^orted length is* 20 Inches 
(51 cm}, but is not common over 12 inches 
(30 'Cm). COLOR. Dusky to bright red 
above, becoming lighter below. moJtled with 
brownish red and profusely covered with 
brownish to black a^^^T] Fleshy flaps on 
.snout and just above e^es. A rocky-shore 
species, common to. Oregon. -Washington, 
and Alaska Ranges from shallow intertidal 
areas out t^ 1 56 feet (47.5 .m). Feeds qn 
crabs, barnacles, and massels. - • 
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11«. PACIFIC STAGHORN SCULPIN. 
bullhead, smooth sculpin. Leptocotlus \ 
ormatiA Girard. DISTRIBUTION -San \ 
Quintifi Bay. Baja California, Mexico, to 
Chignik. Alaska. SIZE: Length to 12 inches 
(30 cm). COLOR: Greenish brown or gray 
above, white to yellow below. □ This 
abundant inshore sculpin. although 
sometimes considered a nuisance to 
fishermen, is an important baitfish in 
California. .Common in bayl and brapkish-^ 
water areas. 



SCULPINS OF LESS IMPORTANCE 
TO THE M^gtkE ANGIER: 



BRCpN 



IRISH LO^D, Hemilepidotus 



spinosus^ (Ayres). DISTRIBUTION: 
Southern ^Califor^ia to 



119 

s 

South.ern ^Califor^ia to Puffin Bay. 
Alaska. SIZE. '-Length to -10 inches ^[25 /- 
cm) GQLDR. Light to dark brown ..with 
dark mottling. ^ 



120. BUFFALO SCULPIN^ Enophrys bi5on 
(Girard). DISTRIBUTION. Monterey Bay. 
Calif., to Kodiak Island. Alaska. SIZE: 
Length to 12 inches (30 cm). ' COLOR: Dark 
gray green or brown above: purplish bony 
plates on head and on lateral line. 
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BOTHIDAE: LEF+EYE FLOUNDERS . 
121. 




12\. OWliO^IA HALIBUT, southern 
halibut. P^ i^ic-h thyb cqlijornicus 
(Ayres). DISTRI&tTffiON: IvJagdalena Bay. 
Ba}a Calffornia, ^exico. to .^British 
^Columbia. SIZE. Record size is about 5 
feet (152 Xm] and 72 pounds (32.V kg).. 
Average size 6 to 7 /pounds (i'7-3.2 kg); 
however, pier-caught^fish a^ usiS^lly much 
smaller (called "Qy-swatters *). COLOR: 
Olivaceous black to thrown, sometimes With 
lighter or darker mottling: young often with 
whitish 3{^ot8, , Blind side is un- 
pigmented* ^ ' Comfjpon along sandy ^ores 
and nearshore shelfs in sputher;i 
^lalifornla; some alsQ are taken in the 
Morro Bay, Monterey Bay. and in the San 
Francisco area An important species to 
pier anglers in sj)uthern '(!^allfornla. Good 
fishing IS so'metimes found nSar Jive-bait 
receiver locations Rarely taken in water 
ove'f 10 to 15 falhoms (18.3-27.-? m) deep. 
In southern CaliCprnia rommbn along shore 
in the spring, frequenting cl^nek, lefi'ding 
into larger bays- and just outside the sur^ 
TTone. Erom Morro* ^ Bay north to San 
Francisco and Tomalpl bays, fishings is 
best* in s«mmer and early fa ft. * ' 




122. PACIFIC SANDDAB. mottled sanddab. 
Citharichthys "sordidus (Girard), DlS- 
TRIBUTIONv Magdalene ^fiiy.' Baja- 
California. Mexico, to tiorthwestern^laska 
aild Sea^f Japan. SIZE: JoJ^ inches (41 
cm) long: most weigh less than Yi pound' 
(0.2 kg). ' COLOR! Various shades of "li^ht 
brown, sometimes mottled, with dulh orange.- 
yellow, or black. Blind side is ''un- 
pigmented. O Comnj^n- over sgndy or* 
muddvi-sand bottom^t deaths of 20 to 50 
fathoms (36.6^1.4 m}. .An excellent food 
fish. ' " . * 



PLEURONECXroAE: 
' RIGHTEYED FLOUNDERS 




123. PACII^i£H1ALIBUT;. northern* halilJut. 
Hippogiossus slenoJ^iS Schmidt. DIS- 
TRIBUTION: "Santa Rosd Island. Calif.- to 
the Bering Sea and Sea oj Japan. Sf2^: 
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Average weight of the sjx)rt^<:atch off tht' 
Washingtjon, Oregon, hjuI northern 
Cahforn ia jcoasts is 5 pounds (2,3 kg), but 
larger tish.are common in Alaska. Females 
recorded to 495. jwunds (224.5 kg), males to 
123 pounds (55,8 kg). Length up to S^/i feet 
(259 cm), COLOR: Uniform dark brown to 
black, sometime? with paler blotches and 
fine mottling. Blind side is un- 
pigmented, [H Commonly caught off Oregon. 
Washington, and Alaska: not usually taken 
, south* of extreme northern Cahfornia. 
Fished in moderately deep water. 20 to 100 
fathoms (36.6-182.9 m)^ Sometimes appears 
in relatively shallow water djiring summer. 
An excellent food species. 

I 




124 STARRY FLOUNDER, diamondbark. 
Platichthys steJiatus (Pallas) DIS. 
TRIBUTION: Santa Barbara. Calif, to 
Arctic Alaska and Sea of lapan. An- 
abundant species from central California 
north to Alaska. SIZE. Weight recorded 
H^i* to 20 pounds (9.1 kg) and a length of 3 
^feet (91 cm). However, the average sport- 
caught fish is^bout \Vi pounds (0.6 
kg). COLOR: Mot<fed dark brown with 
alternating white.^fT) light orange and black 
bands on dorsal and anal fins. Blind side is 
unpigmented I i One oT the few floiinder 
species that may ordinarily have the eyes 
and color on either side. One of the most 
important sport-caught' flatfishes along the 
entire Pacific coast Lives in shallow water 
over sandy or mud bottom. Sometimes 
caugh'^at depths of up toVO fathoms (128 0 
n?). It IS common in bays, ami- frequently 
migrates into tidewater ^jH^as and up 
rivers. Has a very rough.(grindstone) skin. 




125. DIAMOND TURBOT. HypsopseMa 
guauJntQ (GiraTd). DISTRIBUTION: Gulf of 
California and Magdalena Bay. Baia 
Cdliforma. Mexi(fo. to Cap^ Mendoc inu. 
Cahf SIZE, Record length is abou]^ 18 
inches (46 cm), average wj^jghtjof the-sport 
catch IS- abou^^-*4^4 pouhds (0 6 ' 
kg)' COLOR GL0f^{Q brown, mottled with 
blue spots. ^Blind side is unpig- 
mented ' - Commonly found in bays and 
sloughs over mud and sand bottom. Usually 
caught in water less than 500 feet (152.4 m) 
deep. Best fishing is in southern Cahforni'a 
^ .:h locations as Nevyport and Mission 
where it is caught year-round. 
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126 'HORNYHEAD TURBOT. Pieuro- 
njchthys verticaiis lordafi and Gilbert,' 
DISTRIBUTION. Magdalena Bay. Bar)a 
California. Mexico, to Point Reyes. 
Calif SIZE: Length recorded to '14V2 
inches (37 cm^. average weight about to 
K pound (0 3-0.5 k^), COLOR. Brown with 
darker mottlings antf scattered pale 
blotches, n Common to southern California 
' ^n bays, sloughs, and other nearshore 
areas, .Similar in habitat preference to the 
.diamond turbot 




127 PETRALE SOLE, roundnose flounder. 
Eopse,Ua jordani " (Lockington). DIS- 
' TRIBUTION:- Coronado Island^. Baja 
California. Mexico, to northern Gulf of 
Alaska. SIZE: Average weight is about l^^i 
pounds (0,8 kg); maximum recorded length 
IS 27l2 inches (70 cm). CJOI^OR, Uniform 
dark to light brown, sometimes with paler 
blotches Blind side is unpigmented. IT An 
important and desirable food fish caught off 
central California. Oregon^ and Washington 
coasts. It IS commonly found on sand and 
mud bottoms, usually hi depths of 60. feet 
(18.3 m) or niore, during the summer, 
migrating to deeper water (up to 1.200 feet 
or 365 8 m) dyring th*e winter. 
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128. ROCK SOfe broadfin flounder. 
Lepidopsetta bivmeoto JAyres). DIS- 
TRIBUTION: Southe^ California ,to the 
Beriftg Sea Jind Seakof Japan. SIZE. 
Record length is about 2Z\2 inches (5>-tm). 
average weight is about >V3' pounds (0.6 
kg). COLOR. Dark to light bpown #ith 
lighter or darker yellow or red mottlings 
and spots, fins with dark blotches or bars. 
Blind side is unpigmented. □ Known to 
range to a depth of about 70 fath6ms (128 
m). but IS frequently caught in ^hallow 
water over sandy or gravelly bottotn. and 
sometimes near eel grass beds. Most 
abyndant hoifi central California north iilto 

lis \ 
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. aoynaani irom 
\ Tuget Sound/ 




129. ENGLISH SOLE, lemon sole, \pomted. 
npse flounder. Parophrys vetuius \Girard. 
DISTRIBUTION,,'^ Central, Baia Califor- 
jpia. Mexico, to northwestern Alaska. 
^j^SIZE: Average weight about 1 pound (0 5 
kg); record length*^ reported to be 24 
inches (61 cm). COLOR. Brown, with fins, 
edged with darker brown to black.' Blind 
side is unptgmented. in An ' important 
species from central* Cahfornia north. 
Migratory, found in bays and estuaries out 
to about 200 fathoms (365,8 m), • Caught 
nearshore .during the summer, and. 
although sometimes taken from piers and 
off jetties at this season of the year, more^* 
" are landed by skiff and party boat anglers 
than ►by any other method, A good food fish: 
hpwever. the flesh of inshore specimens 
sometimes has an iodine flavor 




130, SAND SOLE, fringe flounder. Pset- 
tjchthys meianoshctuj) Girard DIS- 
TRIBUTION Pointy Mugu. Cahf,. to noi^h- 
westdrn Gulf of Alaska, SIZE, Average 
vyeight V2 pound (0.2 kg): record length 
reported to be 21 inches (53 cm) COLOR, 
Dark gray to brown, speckled with dark 
b"ro%vn or black spots. -LlYhis inshore 
species is usually ^ caught along sandy 
shores, around )etties. and in estuaries. The 
young are sometimes caught around rocky 
areas in summer. Migrates to deep water m 
the winter. Common north of Point Con- 
ception. Calif 




131. REX SOLE, lotigfin ^le. Glypto- 
cephoius zQchirus Lockington. DIS- 
TRIBU^N, San Diego. Calif . to the Bering 
Sea. SiZEr Average weight is about Vi 
p^nd (0.2 kg): ma?(imum length is reported 

"•^0 be about 23 U inches (59 cm). CQLOR, 
Uniform light brown on eyed ♦ side; fins 
darker, pectoral fins' black. Blind side is 
unpigmented. L I A deepwater species. 

"usually caught over sand and sand-mud 
bottom. Similar in habilat requirements to 
the petrale sole and Pacific sanddab. A 
highly desirable foftd species.. 



) 



FLATFISHES OF LESS IMPORTANCE 
TO THE MARINE ANGLER; 



132. CUELFIN SOLE. PJeuronichthvs 
decurrens Jordan and Gilbert. DIS* 
TRIBUTION: San Quintin Bay. Baja 
California. Mexico, to northwestern 
Alaska. SIZE: Length to 14V2 inches (37 
G^). COLOR. Reddish brown with darker 
brown or gray motthng above. ^ 

T33, SPOTTED TURBOT. P/euronichthys 
ntteri Starks and Morris. DISTRIBUTION:' 
Magdalena Bay. Baja Cabfornia. Mexico, to 
Point Conception. Calif. SIZE. Length to 
IP/2 itjches (29 cm). COLOR. Brown to 
gray v/\(h hght speckhng. usually with three 
dark spots. 

134. C-0 SOLE PleuronicKthys coenosus 
Girard. DISTRIBUTION: Cape Coin eft. 
Baia Cahfornia. Mexico, to southeastern 
' Alaska. SIZE. Length to about 14 inches 
(36 cm) COLOR, Dark brown above 
mottled with light brown: 



I 

•135. BUTTER SOLE. Jsopsetta isolopis 
\ (Lorkington). DISTRIBUTION * Southern 
^California to Alaska and Bering Sea. rare 
^puth of Point Conception. Cahf. SIZE' 
Length to 2\U inches (55 cm). COLOR. 
Dark to light brown or gray with light 
motthng. sometimes with yellpiMnr green 
spots: fins edged with yellow. • 

136. SiEMDER SOLE.' Lyopsetta oxi/is 
(Jordan . and Gilbert). DISTRIBUTION, 
edros Islqnds. Baja CalifDnTT?^|!Klexico. to 
sek Canyon. Alaska. SIZE: Lengtfi to' 11 
inches (33 ch\). COLOR: Uniform light olive 
brown. * 

137 DOVER SOLE. Microstomiis paci/icus 
(Lor^ngton) DISTRIBUTION San 
Cristobal Bay. Ba)a Cahfornia. Mexico, to 
Bering Sea. SIZE. 'Length to 30 inclf&s (76 
cm). COLOR- Uniform gray brown: fms' 
black. 
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OTHER MINOR MARINE GAME FISHES: 

A brie/ listing is given be/ow 0/ some ad- e 
ditional /amiiies and species ,o//ishes which 
now do not contribute sijjni/icant/y to the 
sport catch, but sometimes are taken by 
Pacific coast xinglers This listing is not 
complete since marine anglers capture 
many species during the course of the year 
that are not listed here, but it reviews some 
of the more common/y caught minor 
species. , 



SCYLIORHINIDAE: (MT SHARKS 

130 ^WELL SHAR^:. Cep/ia/oscyllium 
triosum (Garmanll DISTRIBUTION: .Chile 
to Monterey. Caur- Not- common north of 
Point Conception. Califs 

SQUALIDAE: DOGFISH SHARKS 



139 SPINY DOGFISH. Squalus acanthios 
I.inniieub. DIS*I'RIBUTION Temperf^te and 
subtropical Atlantic and Pacific oceans; in 
the eastern Pacific, in Chile, southern 
California to Alaska, and to Japan ' 



RAIIDAE: SKATES 



140 BIG SKv\TK. Ha/o binoculata 
Girard. DISTRIBUTION- San Quintin Bay, 
Baja California. Mexico, to northwestern 
Alaska and Bormg'Soa. Not common south 
of Point Conception, Calif. 

141. CALIFORNIA SKATE, fia/a inornata 
Jordan and Gilbert. DISTRIBUTION: Turtle 
Bay, Ba)a California, Mexico, to the Strait 
of Juan de Fuca. 

142. LONGNOSE SKATE, fiaja rhina 
Jordan and Gilbert. DISTRIBUTION: Point 
Loma. Calif.vio Southern Alaska. 



DASYATIDAE: STINCRAYS 

143. ROUND STINGRAY. Uro/ophus halleri 
Cooper DISTRIBUTION; Panama Bay. 
Panama, to Humboldt Bay. Calf. Rare north 
of Point Conception. Cahf. 

MURAENroAE: MORAYS 



144. CALIFORNIA MORAy. Gymnothorax 
mordax (Ayres). DISTRIBUTION: 
''Magdalena Bay. Ba)a California. Mexico^ to 
Point Conception. Calif. 
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CLUPEroAE: HERRINGS 



145. PACIFIC* HERRING. Cldpea harpn^us 
palhsi Valenciennes. DISTRIBUTION: 
Northern Baja California. Mexico, to 
northern Eurasia. Bering Sea. <ind Japan. 



146. PACIFIC SARDINE, Sardinops sagax 
caeru/eus (Jenyns). DISTRIBUTION. Guay- 
mas. Gulf" of California. Mexico, to Kam- 
chatka Peninsula. USSR, 



ENGRAUUDAE: ANCHOVIES' 

4 J, 

147. NORTHERN ANCHOVY. Engrau/is 
morda.x Girard DISTRIBUTIOr^: La Paz; 

I Baja California. Mexico, lo Queen 
, Charlotte Island. British Columbia. 

SYNODONTIDAE: LIZARDFISHES ^ 

148. CALIFORNIA LIZARD^^ISH. Synodus 
lucioceps (Ayres). DISTRIBUTION: Guay- 
mas* Gulf of Califyni^. Mexico, to San 
Fra^isco. Calif. Oncommo'n north of Point 

' Conception. Calif. 

BATRACHOIDIDAE; TOADFISHES 



149. PLAINFIN MIDSHIPMAN, northern 
. midshipman. Porichthy* , notatus Girard. 
DISTRIBUTION:- Gorda Bank. Gulf of 
California. Mexico, to Sitka. Alaska^ 



POMADASYIDAE: GRUNTS 

.150. SALEMA. bigeye bass. Xenistius 
cali/orniensi5 (Steindachnerl. DISTJRI- 
BUTION: Peru north to Monterey Bay. Calif. 
Rare north of Pdint*Con(^Lmi. Calif. 

POMACENTRIDAE: DAMSELFISHES' 

151. BLACKSMITH. Chromis punctipinnis 
(Cooper):- DISTRIBUTION: Point San Pablo. 
Baja California. Mexico, to Monterey. Calif. 

- A ■ 

CLINIDAE: CLEVIDS 

152. / GIANT. KELPFISH. Heterostichuff 
rostratus GJrard. DISTRIBUTION; Cape 
San\ Lucas. Baja California. Mexico, 
British Columbia. 



153. ONESPOT FRINGEHEAD. Neoclinus 
uninojatus Hubbs. DISTRIBUTION: San 
Dipgo/Bay to Bodega B&y. Calif. * 
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Marine Game Fishes ol the Pacific Islands 



The follovvins pages describe some of 
the major game /ishes taken in manne 
and brackish vvaffers of 'Hawaii. 
American Samoa, and Guam. It is 
indeed unfortunate that these tropical 
/ishes ^ could nat be reproduced in 
color, for they are among the most 
beautiful in the world. 

The ^locat fish names are given 
first. sinc6^^^iU^ by these names that 
they are kru^wn in the tropical Pacific. 
Vsi^llv the Hawaiian name is given 
/irlT ^denti/iVd by the symbol (H). . 
followed by its *e,(i\Mvalent in Samoan 
(S) or Goanionian (G). and then by its 
English equivalent if one exists, The 
authorized scientific name and the 
name of the person who" originally 



described the species are given last. 

For tho^ who wish to pronounce 
the Hawaiian^ names correctly, it is 
relatively simple. There are only \2 
letters in the alphabet and the five 
vowels. A. E. 1. d, U. are pronounced 
a as in /gther; e as in veir\^ i as in 
P£fip. 0 as in qw^. and u as in book 
Ea^h vowel is pronounced, For ^ in- 
stance, aholehole is pronounced ah-ho- 
leh-ho-leh. wi^ the accerjt on 
second and fourth syllable. The 
consonants are pronounced as in . 
Engli^ii. except thrat W. especially 
w^hpn after the first syllah^e^ has the 
sound 0/ V as in jjwluable. For example 
a\\QOweo IS pronounced ah -veh-oh^- 
veh-oh The apostrophe or hamza. as 



in aweoweo and in other Hawaiian 
fish names, indicates elision of one or 
more letters, li does not indicate 
accent, but a breqk in sound between 
the letters it s^^rafes. In » writing 
Hawaiian name§ it is important that 
these marks be used, since they are an 
essential part of the word. 

^farine anglers wishing to make d 
closer sppcies identification vf their 
catch should read Handbook of 
Hawaiian Fishes by Gosline alid hrock 
(1960, University Press, Honolulu). Tl^is 
reference is . the best ovoiloble 
covering most of the species.^ther 
references for specific families and 
genera will be found in the section on 
Reference. 
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CARCHARHINIDAE: REQjUIEM 
SHARKS 




154. MANO (H). mahe (S). lanifa (S). gr< 
shark, sand shark, whaJer. Ctf'rchQrhinus^ 
spp. DISTRIBUTION: Membe/s of this 
•genus are widely distributed in tropical and 
temperate seas worldwide. SIZE^ The 
species above, the gray reef shatfk, C. 
amhiyrhyncos (Bleeker), reaches a lenfrh of 
about B feet (244 cm), other Pacific 
members . of this genus are reported to 
reach up to 16 feet (488 cm) COLOR- 
Differs with species, generally grayish to 
broy/nish. fading to lighter below, [1 Most 
"ty^jBl" sharks belong to this group, many 
a^^^khore or t'eef-inh'a biting"^ species. 
othCT^also occur far out at sea, A few are 
considered potentially dangyous to humans 
and attain considerable 'size. Although 
sometimes considered a nuisance to 
afiglcrs, sharks are rapidly growing in 
popularity as gafne fishes, Th« gray reef 
shark is especially abundant "around 
Amerirnn Samoa, It also occurs around 
Hawaii and Gmjm. but is not sought by 
anglers Sharfo^ are usually caught by 
handlining at anchor or adrift and by 
trolling over channol areas between reefs 
and over offehofe ledges 



SPHYRNIDAE: HAMMERHEAD 
SHARKS 





155, MANO KIHIKIHI (H). kiluus (G). 
mata-Maliga (S), scalloped hammerhead 
(shark), Sphjrna Jewini (Griffith and 
Smith). DISTRIBUTION- Tropical and 
temperate Atlantic, Pacific^ and Indian 
oceans, SIZE- Reaches a length of over 10 
feet (305 cm), COLOR: Light gray 'above 
and white below; black on the ventral 
surfaces of the pectoral fins, □ This shark 
,oc^urs inshore as well as offshore, and 
altnt^ujih sometimes found in large 
aggregations, it is usually solitary. Taken 
by anglers in Hawaii and American Samoa; 
only rarelv taken in Guam, Caught by 
trolling ordnfting with whole or cut baits. 
Rarely eatoJ\ sometimes used as bait. 



ELOPIDAE: TARPqNS, LADYFISHES 
156. A \ 




156. AWAAWA (M), awa aua (H). pake 
aua (MJ, ladyfish. tenpounder, Elops^ 
/iuivoiiensi,s Regan, DISTRIBUTION: 
Tropical Pacific, SIZE, Up to about 24 
inches (61 cm), usually ^out 12 to 15 
nnrhes (30-38 cm) COLOR, Bright silvery, 
with a blue-groen hu(^ on the dorsal 
area, . The awaawa is primarily an in- 
shore fish, often found in bays and harbocs'' 
and along sandy <5hores. In Hawaii it is 



known' to enter streams and rivers and is 
commpakr reared in fish ponds. T^i^is 
specieHftrely occurs in American Saitioa 
and Guam- Taken by hook and^line and -by 
gill net throughout the Hawaiian Islands. 
Excellent light-fackle qu^arry that fights 
gamely ancf leaps repeatedly when hooked 
The awfif^wa is edible, but the flefih 
contains many fine bones. Widely used by 
,the Chinese in making fish cakes. 



ALBULIDAE: BONEFISH^ 




157, 'O'lO (H)! bon^Csh. AjbuJa vuJpes 
(Linnaeus), DISTRIBUTION: Wdrldwi^e in 
tropical and subtropical oceans, SIZE: All- 
tackle record (Zululand, South Africa) is 19 
pounds (8.6 kg) and 39 5/8 inches (100,7 
cm^ long. In the Pacific Ocean (Kauai. 
Ha^ii) 'the record^ is 18 pounds 2 oQnces 
(8.2 kg), and a length of 3 feet 51/2 inches 
(105.4 cm). Hawatiafi bonefish are usually 
about 15 to 18 inches (38-46 cm) 
long. COLOR: Bright iridescent silver: 
□T3ie 'o'lo is a schooling fish that feeds 
along sandy bottom, usually oveu sand 
patches or channels between coral for- 
mations in the reef. Sometimes enters" the 
surge zone along^ beaches. Although caught 
throughout the year in \HaWaiin the season 
usually begins in December when th^ fish 
come fairly close to shore to spawn, and 
fishing IS usually good through April. 
Exceptionally large fish have been taken 
from waters off Kauai. Oahu. and Maui. 
This species is unCortimon in American 
Samoa apd does not occur in Guam. Caught 
surf G/fstireg and bottomfishing with cut 
bait: som^are taken with gill nets. Like the 
the flesh of tfi^ bonefish is 



palatable, but containa numerous, fine 
bones. It is. however, a Hawaiian faVorite 
for making fish cakes alfid \poki (raw, 
spiced). * , * • 



CHANIDAE: NflLKFISfiES 




mONIDAE: NEEDLEFISHES 





158. 'AWA.(H). agua*(G). -milkfi^h. Changs 
cfihnos (Forskal) DISTRIBUTION^ 
Throughout the tropicf^ Indo-Pacific SJZE: 
Up to 3 feet (^1 cm) long; most caught are 
>aroiind'' 18 to 24^mches (46-61 
cm). CpLOR. Silvery, l ) The awa is a 
schooht^g surface-feeding -fish, common to 
brackish-water areas, bays, and inlets m 
the Hawaiian' Islaads Common in American 
Samoa, but very rarglv fished for: un- 
common in Guam Hawaiian anglers catch 
awa with ilobk and line using bread or 
algae far bait. Like the awaa\Va and the 
010. this fish IS a scrappv fighter, often 
leaping from the water wheh hooded. Also 
taken with gill nets; vqung fish are 
sometimes taken with cast nets. Considered 
a fine food fish; some are raised com- 
mercially in fish ponds in Hawaii. 



MURAENIDAE: MORAY EELS 



160. 



160. 'AHA'AHA* (H). ise7(Sj. keeltail 
needlefish,* needlefish, ,P]a(ybe]one argaJus 
(Lesueur). -DISTRIBl!mOR Worldwide. 
SIZE: Attains a length of about n 5 inches 
(3P cm). COLOR- ' Blue 'grsen^ on back.^ ^ 
fading to silvery below. □ A diear- and - 
j)ffshore schocjing species, ' pften seen 
skittering or gliding over the water's 
surface. Common ir^ Hawaii anc^merican 
Samoa, although not sought after by- 
Samoa n fishermeri^n Guam, a much larger 
species of rjeedlefish called "pulus" or 
houndfish, TyJosurus crocodiJus (Peron'and 

^Lesueur). is one of the mora common fishes 
taken with spinning gear.- In gsner^t 

• needlefish^re taken by pole and lirre using 
artificial Wes or live, bait. The greenisn 
flesh of the 'aha'aha is reported to 'have, a 
verygood flavor. ^ 



HOLOCENTRIDAE: SQUIRRELFISHES 



161 



20 mihes (5^ cm) long. COLOR. Purple 
brown light-blue' spots ,Pale bars 

evident towards tail region as in- 
• dicated. [ j A very common bottomfish in 
-American Samoa, founc) over reefs an^ 
rocky areas at about 10 to 40 fathoms (18.3- 
73.2 m) R(h also occifrs\in Guam and* in 
1956 was introduced ta. the Hq^waiian 
, klands where, it has now becom6 
established around most of the larger* 
js^nds. Caught handlining oii the bottom or 
spearing. •Like most groupers, when hooked 
.this fish usually attempt<4to ge| into holes 
or^crevices, so it is wiseS^ upkeep the fish's 
head up and the line taut. 







159. p6rL(H), puhi-.paka (H). pusi (S). 
titugi (Gff moray, Gymnothorax spp. 
DISTRIBUTION. Tropical Pacific Oce^n 
SIZE. Hawaiian morays range up'to 5 or 6 
feet (152-183 cm) long but most are under 2 
feet (61 cm), □ This group containssail puhi 
or morays niost commonly seen in Hawaiia 
waters and in the market. The fi 
illustrated above, C /Javimarginatus 
(Ruppell). the puhi-paka. >s one of Hawaii'^ 
larger eels and relatively common. Moray^ 
are pugnacious predators and have large 
fanglike teeth. Some are known to bite 
viciously — but usually only when provoked. 
Most of the tune they remain " deep in 
crevices and holes in reefs and rocky^^jj^as^ 
where they lie in wait for {massing or in- 
lured prey Most are speared. s()me are 
taken incidentally by hook and line and in 
traps. Commonly caught for food in 
American Samoa, but not ^(Jught after jn 
Guam where the flesh is reported to be 
occasionally poisonous. Sometimes used as 
bait in >l a wan. 



161. MENPACHI (H), 'u'u (H). malau (S), 
sasag'(G), squfrrelfish. Myriprish's berndh* 
lortlan "and ^Evermann and ^Mg^amoenufi- 
JjCastelnttu). DISTRrBUT^OlT. Tropical 
Pacific O^an.' SIZE; Up to 14 inclTes ( 
). averages 7 to 9 inches (18-: 
cm). COLOR:^ Bright., red. □ These two' 
species of n^enpachi axe common ^shore 
reef^'fishes in Hawan^ Both are noctur- 
nal and congregate in cqves and deep 
crevices during the day, venturing out over^ 
the ree! at nigHt to feed. Usually taken with 
spa'ars: also with gill nets and hooks and 
lines and in traps. Fishad for mostly at 
night. MewSachi are highly esteemed as 
food fish/and subsequently brjng a high 
price at Hawaiian markets. • 



SERRANIDAE: SEA BASSES 
162. . 
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i62, ROl (H),'|j^«oj^nna^S), gadao (G), 
blue spotted gr^^er, Cephoiophoiis orgus 
Bloch and Schneider. DISTRIBUTION^: 
Tropical Indo-Pacific. SIZE: Reaches about 



- 163. GADAO (G),^^atala (S), Epinephelus 
/osciatus (ForskSljr DISTRIBUTION:- 
/Tropical Indo-Pacific, SIZE: Reported/to 
Teach about 14 inches (36 om]. 'CQOTR: 
Red with dusky crossbars wfnch (tend to 
fade with age. Dj^ingiushed by tlm blaok* 
margin on tha spiny dorsal finlD A 
common groupar caught by spinning gear 
and * spears arouncL Guam and Americad 
Samoa.' Introduced 1o Hawaii in 1956|from 
the Ma^pe^s Islands, but did not'bacome 
establisTied, A good food fish. 




164. 'ATA'ATA* (S), EpinepheJus tauvina 
(Forskal). -'DISTRIBUTION: Tropical Indo- 
Pacific. SIZE: Up to 500 pounds (^26,8 kg) 
in wefght and averages finywhere Trom 100, 
to 400 pounds (45.4-181.4 kg). COI^R:' 
Young'^fish are* tan with irregular brown 
bars and red mottling an4 spotting; large 
specimens are uniform dark brown, □ This 
large Samoan grouper- is common over 
rqcky areas in, water from 50' to 500 feat 
(I5?i» to 152.4 m) deep, and is taken by 
handline. A large unidentified grouper 
caught by Guam handlineps might be 
closely rela'ted to the' aamoan species, 
although its positive identification has yet 
to oe determined. This Guam grouper is 
reported to reach over 80 pounds (36.3 kg) 
and is excellent eakngi When fresh, it has 
several broad faint vertltal. bars on the 
body which fade soon after deam to a 
uniform dark brown, / ^ — 
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165. GATALA,, (S), gadao (G).* grouper, 
Epinephelus merra Bloch^^ DISTRIBOTION; 
^TropUtul Indo-Pacific. SIZE- Up to 18 
inches (46 cm). ^ COLOR. Yellowish, white 
with dark orange-brown spots; more yellow 
in -thexdorsal regjon. ^ i A very ai5uhdaa{ 
inshore reef-inhabiting grouper in American 
Samoa and Guam, and one of thf^ two most 
comnfon groupers tal^en spearinjT ^ith 
spinning g«arM)vfir Guam's sh<^llo\v Teefs 
On6© introduced to Hawaii from Tahiii, but 
did not become successfully established. 
Food value considered good. 



166. 




166. GATALA (S), t'a manaia (S), gadao. 
(G|, grquper, Vanoln hiiti (Fo/-' 
sk31). DISTRIBUTION: Tropical Indo- 
Pacific SIZE; Rep^i^efl to reach 3 feet (91 t 
cm) 'long. COLOR: Yellowish browh or" 
orange, everywhere spotted with small 
reddish or pinkish spots'* wfth those toward 
the back margined with a purple or blue 
hne. * Pectoral and tail fins bright yellow; 
ej^e red, >ynd6rside of head ai|d body 
4"ed. [ i This brijliantly colored grouper 
occurs both in Am erican Samoa and Guam. 
land^S- very common arpund America'?> 
*Smnoa* over reef and ledge areas^at abouf 
10 to 40 fathoms (18.3'-73.2 m) Young fish 
frequent Shallow-water reefs and 
sometimes enter deep •tide pools in 
^merican Samoa, in Guam the young of this\ 
S^pecies appear to pr*efer de^er water In 
Samoa they are caught handlining and 
sometimes trolhng. in Guam most are taken' 
by spear 'fishermem Considered a fine food ^ 
fish " ' 
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m harbors and bays, or in large scho(iL_ 
«ver reefs The young arecnumeroiis in tide 
pools while adults inhabit deeper water, 
but generally no deeper than*20 feet (6.1 
m)* Aholehole is usually nocturnal and 
/ hides in crevices during the day ^ and 
emerges at night to feud Taken with cast 
nets, by hook and line, and by spearing in 
( reviews and holes in the reef. Lights are 
somotfmes used to attract them at night. An 
excellent food fish ^ 

168. UMATAN (G), sasele (S). Kuhiio 
rupestns (Cuvier and Valenciennes). 
DISTRIBUTION; ^Videspread in tropickl 
central Indo-Pacific. SIZE. In Guam this 
fi^h may .reach ^14 to ig inches (36-41 Sm] 
^and ' up to r Tto 2 pounds (0.7-0 9 kg), 
usually runs about 8 to 9 inches (20-23 
cnrl and about \a or V2 pound (< 0.3 
kg). [ This "close relative of the aholehole 
occurs ^in American Samoa and is very 
common to most streams and rivers of 
Guam Similar in habits and appearance to 
K sondvioencis. but seems to have a 
greater affinity to' fresh water. Young 
' umatan ^re found close to mouths of 
tributaries while large adults are usually 
^ found farther .upstream' in fresh water, 
^aken with'nets and spears and with light ^ 
^ spinning tackle using liOe bait artificial 
flies, and small pop"|Ders 4^ excellent foo^l 
fish. ^ ' * - 



PRIACANTJHIDAE: BIGEYES 
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KUHLPDAE: AHOLEHO&S 




APOGONIDAE: CARDINALFISHES 




171. 'UPAPALU (H). lansi (G). fo (S). 
moonlight fish, moonlight Annie, Apogon 
Qienesemus Jenkins and A. kallopterus 
Ble^er. DISTRIBUTION, Tropical Pacific* 
Ocean. SIZE. Up to 9 inche^s (23 
cm). COLOR. Both purphsh vyith black 
markings. LI The fish pictured is A. 
menesemus. These two small inshore reef 
fishes are very common' in the Pacific 
Islands. 'Upapalu are nocturnal and feed 
on small , crustaceans. Males carry eggs in 
their mouths for incubation. In Hawaii 
these* two cardinalfishes are often taken, 
pole fishing oi\ moonlit nights over the 
reefs. Food value is considefed good. 



CARATVGIDAE: JACKS AND 
PCfMPANOS ' ' 




7l67. AHOLEHOLE (H), mountain bass, 
silver perch, Kuliiio sondvicfensis (Stein- 
dachnor) DISTRIBtJTION: Hawaiian 
\l8lands, SIZE; Up toM2 inches (30 cm): 
Visuallv from 4 to 6 inches (.1015 
/cm), COLOR: Siivery: fms often dusky tip- 
O -1 An -abundant instiJ>re fish found in 
[long the shoreline, "around pilings 
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169 'AWEOWEO (H). mamagas (G). mata-* 
ptt^ (S), red bigeye. Priacanlhus cruen- 
totus (L'ac'epede). DISTRIBUTION, ' Cir- 
cumtropi^al. SIZE. Up to about 12 inches 
(30 cm). avera~ges about 6 to 8 inches ((IS-ZO 
cm), COLOR: Variable; known to change 
its coloration rapidly from, deep red to 
silvery, or to a mottled silvery pink and red: 
fins ^ are offen speckled with black. El In 
Hawaii and American Samoa this nocturnal 
reef fish is round in^hallow reefs and in 
^ays atid harbors where it feeds primarily 
on free-swimming invertebrates and small 
fiahes It is uncommon in'Guam.'In Hawaii 
the 'aweowfeo is usually ' taken during ilRe^ 
evening and moonlit nights Bre cpnsidered 
besJy'Occasibnally great schools ofiuvenile 
fiSSiBppear nearshore at night, and »t was 
once thought by early. Hawaiian inlanders 
that the appearance of these" immense* 
schools signified the Imminent death of 
royalty. Tal^n pole fishing, handlining^. and 
spearing. Opinions aboql the food value of 
this fi^h very from fair to bxcellent. 

170. 'ALALAUA (H), Pnacanthus aloloua 
lordan and Ehrmann. □ Thi5 is another 
member of fle bigeye fannly taken by 
Hawaiian fishermenNlt does not occur as 
close to shore as the 'aweoweo. usually 
found in water deeper than 50 feet (over 
15,2 m), SIZE, Reaches up to 14 inches (36 
cm) lohg. 
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and S. 
Hawaiian 
lort catch. ^ 
SIZE: All- 



172. 'KAHALA (H). 'greater amberiack, 
Senola ^dumerih (Risso), NTwo other am 
, herjacks. Serioia rivoh 
quinqueradiata. also 'occur 
waters and may enter the 
DISTRIBUTION: Circumtropicai 
tackle record (Bermuda) is 149 poiHids (67.6 
kg) with a length of 71 inches. (180>4 cm). 
Most caught in Hawaii a^e around < feet 
(61' cm) Jong and about 8 to^lO pounda (3.6- 
4.5 kg). COLOR, Light metallic browH w^th 
a purphsh tinge. When alive! a faiifflefffon- 
yellow band extends from the head ?o the 
base of tail. □ The Icah^la iniiabits 
Hawaii's deeper coastal waters between 40 
fo 100 fathoms (73.2-182,9 m). living near 
the bottom. The most productive fishing 
areas seem to be ovi&i;' deep-sea ledges or 
drop ""offs. This fish alfe occurs in Samba, 
and similar species, if not the same, occur 
in Guam. '>Usu ally caught handlining off- 
shore, although on rare occasions this fish 
may come close To shore within casting 
reach of shore anglers Small fish are 
considered good eating, large fish only fair. 




173. •OPELU (H), 'opelu-mama (H). 
achuman (G]. mackerel scad. Decapterus 
pinnuJatus (Eydoux and Souleyet). This fish 
is very similaj to the Atlantic mackerel 
scad. Decapturus macareiius (Cuvier). 
DISTRIBUTION: Tropgical Pacific Ocean. 
^IZE: Up to 20 inches (51 cm) in length; 
usually less than -10 inches (25 
cm). COLOR: ^ Bluish Or greenish yellow 
above, silvery below'. G Found in schools 
near the surface and in mid-water and 
common to the coastal waters of Hawaii 
and Samoa; rarely taken in Guam. In 
Hawaii, the yoiing under 5 inches (<13 
cm) long school' far out at sea where thdy 
bften become the prey of aku or skipjack 
tuna. Caught by hook and line at night 9^4 
with/© special 'opelu lift net durmg the day. 




,174.* AKULE (H). aji (H). atule (S). atulai 
(G). hiting (G). mackerel bigeye scad. Selar 

C • crumenoptha/mus' (Block). In Hawaii.'^'liih 
up to * 5 inches (13 cm) are called 
"hahalalu" o^* "halalu": those about 5 to 7 ^ 
finches (13-18 Qm) called ."ma'au". and 
vihose over 7 Inthes called akule. 
D^TRIBUTION: Tropical P^acific. SIZE: Up 
to 15 inches (36 cm): average caught by 

. anfelers is under 6 inches (20 cm). COLOR: 
Olive green on dorsal area, golden or 
silvery on ^ides and head: tail fin yellowy 
&nd a faint spot on gill cover. □ The akule 
is a schooling fish inhabiting the mid- or 
surface waters along the coasts of all the 
islands, the young often coming close to 
shore into protected bays and harbors. In 
Hawaii, young fish or "halalu" offer great 
sport to shore anglers fishing with hght 
spinning tackle and most are caught from 
about July to December. Adult fish are 
found offshore wheje they are netted or 
fiandlined in season by commercial 
fishermen. In American Samoa, this fish 
occurs throughout most of the year and is 
caught in lagoons and bays around Tutuila. 
usually pole fishing from shore and piers 
and handlining from boats. In Guam, large 
schools of juveniles occasionally enter bays 
and are taken with surround nets and 
sometimes with spinning gear, usually from 
April to August; larger fish are taken 
handlioing offbHore at night during dark 
moon phases. An excellent food fish. 
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175. WHITE ULUA (H). ulua kihikihi. 
kagami ulua (H). thread crevally. AJectis 
cjiioris (Bloch). Previously known as 
Carangojdes qjqx A similar species, AJeclis 
indicQ (Ruppell). also occurs in Hawaii and 
may enter the sport catch. DIS* 
TRIBUTION. Tropical Indo-Pacific. SIZE: 
Up to 3'-^ feet (107 cm) long; usually about 
10 to 15 pounds (4,5-6.8 kg). COLOR: Adult 

^ fish are dusky white, often darker along the 
dorsal area: young are silvery. □ The 
juvenile form, called ulua kihikihi. is one of 
the most beautiful fish in Hawaiian waters, 
with the first four or five spiny rays of the 
dorsal and anal fins produced into long 
trailing streamers. As the fish matures, 
these spines grow shorter, and in some 
aduhs they disappear completely. The 
.young are often found in harbors and other 
sheltered ^vaters. but upon reaching 
maturity this once delicate creature 
assumes a more jacklike appearance, 
moves to deeper and more open water. 
Taken from' rocky shores with heavy bait- 
casting gear. Offshore they are frequently 
-caught deepwater trolling or handlining at 
depths of about 10 to 30 fathoms (18.3-54.9 
m). An excellent rood f5sh> served raw or 

» cooked. 




176. 'OMAKA (H). AruJe male (Cuvier and 
Valenciennes. DISTRIBUTION: Tropical 
Pacific. SIZE: Up to 12 inches (30 cm); 
averages about 8 to 10 inches (20-25 
cm). COLpR: Greenish yellow often with a 
brassy tinge over silvery sides. □ This jadk 
is found in protected bays and estuaries in 
Hawaii, and juveniles are very abundant in 
fall around floating objects. Most 'omaka 
are caugM with light spinning tackle from 
shore and piers., and handhning from boats 
from March to October. Fresh and salted 
anchovy (nehu) .is used for bait. 
Occasionally taken with throw nets and gill 
nets. Considered an e'xcellent food fish. 
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177. PA-U-U (H). tarakito (G) (youngs 
called "papio" (H). **lupo" (S). or 
"tarakitiyos*' (G). as are the youpg of other 
jacks), crevalle. jack crevally. Caranx 
ignobiJis (ForskSl). DISTRIBUTION:- 
Tropical Indo-Pacific and Red Sea. SIZE: 
Up to about 3 feet (91 cm). COLOR: Pale 
olive above with a greenish tinge around 
the' head;, sides white; yellow anal 
fin. □ One of th§ more common jacks found 
around the Pacific Islailds. The young are 
caught by shore anglerswith pole and line 
in brackish-water bays and harbors 
throughout the islands. In Hawaii live 
shrimp, or ^"opae." is used almost ex- 
clusively as bait for. small fish under 2 
pounds (0.9 kg). AdulK fish are found over 
^ nearshore reefs and \re caught casting 
from rocky shores /and ledges and 
sometimes by spearing?- An excellent food 
fish. 




178. -OMILU (Hj. hoshi ulua (H). oshi (H). 
illioli (H). omilumilu (H). fnalauli (S). 
tarakito (G). star jack, spotted jack, blue 
ulua. blue crevallyv^Caranx meJampygus y 
Cuvier and Valencitfm^. DISTRIBUTION: 
Tropical Indo-Pacif{c. SIZE: Up to 3 feet 
(91 cm); most fish taJtOn ^are about 1 tB 2 
pounds (0.5-0,9 .kg). COLOR: Rather 
variable, usually brownish blue above and 
silver tan on sides and belly. Fish between 
10 and 24 -inches (25-61 cm) have many 
small^blackish spots on bodfy: larger fish 
tend to lose spotting and become more of a 
unifornr^ dark* metallic blue. □ The 'omilu 
is another very common jack found 
throughout the Pacific Islands. This fish 
often moves in close to shore following 
channels in coral' reefs and is taken by 
shore anglers with surf-casting gear. It i^ 
probably the most common ulua caught 
from shore in Hawaii, especially on the 
island of Hawaii where it is known locally 
as illioli. Generally, young fish are^found in 
shallow bays and estuaries while medium- 
sized fish from 6 to 20 inches (15-51 cm) are 
taken over reefs. The largest fish are taken 
with trolling geari«St. outsidfb .}^e reefs, v 
Also tftken spewing. \ gill netting, and 
handlining. An excellent food fish. 
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179. PAKE ULUA (H). mpmpachi ulua (H). 
young called papio (H). tarakito (G). or lupo 
(S). Coronx #ex/aci^tus Quoi^- and 
Gaimard. DISTRIBUTION- Tropical Indo- 
Pacific. SI2:E: Up to 51 feet (152 cm) or 
more long: ma^ caugfet weigh about 2 
pounds (0.9 kg). \g^LOH: Dark blue green 
to gold abova: yellow^reen to silver below. 
The upper lobe of the caudal fin is 
black. luveniles have four to seven dark 
vortical bars. [ ! Young fish are -found in 
tide pools and brackish-water areas out to 
deeper coastal waters: adult fish live along 
rocky shores in turbulent water and over 
reefs. In Hawaii, the pake ulua is one of the 
largest of the lacks taken by anglers but 
this fish appears to be less common now 
than m previous years. Caught by hook and 
line from shore and from boats, adult fish 
are often taken aloitg with 'opelu anxl akule 
while handlinmg at night. Some are taken 
by spears An excellent food fish • 

180. BLACK ULUA (H). tarakito (G). )ack. 
Coronx JugubnS Poey. DISTRIBUTION; 
Circumtropical. SIZE- Up to 3 or 4 feet 
(91-122 cm) long: average weight about 4'/2 
pounds (2.0 kg). This fish frequents outer 
reef channels and is similar in appearance 
to C. sex/oscioUi;s, but has a darker body 
color and &fi almost black head. □ Caught 
by anglers in Hawaii yand particularly 
abundant around Guam where they are 
taken with handlines over bottomfishing 
areas around the island. Although there 
are reports of the flesh of this species being 
poisonous in certain parts of the Atlantic, it 
is commonly eaten in the tropical Pacific. 
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181. 'KAMANU (H). HawanarN- salmon, 
rainbow runner. EiegoM's bipmnuJatus 
(Quoy and Gaimard) DISTRIBUTION. 
Circumtropical. SIZE The all-tackle 
record— a fish taken off Kauai— measured 
3 feet 11 inches (119.4 cm) and weighed 30 
pounds 15 ounces (14 0 kg) Most kamanu 
caught in the Pacific Islands weigh around 
12 to 15 pounds (5.4:6.8 kg). This fish is 
reported to reach 70 pounds (31.8 kg), 
although this seems dttubtful COLOR 
Dark blue above followed in succession 
down the sides by a light-blue stripe, then a 
yellow stripe, then another light-blue stripe. 
Yellowish silver Jt}elow, fins yellow L] This 
sleek and ^colorful member of the jack 
family js an open-oCean species, usually 
seen and caught near the water s^surface. 
Exceptionally large fish are .taken in 
Hawaii, especially off Kiauai and Oahu. 
Also caught off American Samoa and 
Guam. Caught by tj'plling with small lures 
^ laits. also with handlines. Excellent 
g, cooked or raw. • 




182. LAE.#,{H). lai (S). hagi (G). leather 
jacket, runner, leatherback. Scomberoides 
iyson (ForskSl). DISTRIBUTION: Tropical 
Indo-Pacific and Red Sea SIZE: Up to 25 ^ 
inches (64 cm): usually 12 to 15 inches (30- ' 
38 cm). COLOR: Dusky above, fading to 
silver on sides ajid belly. □ The swift- 
swimming lae is an inshore coastal fish that 
frequents sheltered, bays ^nd harbors and 
titackish- water areas near the mouths of. 
streams. It feeds at the slQrface or in mid- 
water, mostly on smaller scli&ling fishes. 
Seldom found very far, from shore. In 
Hawaii, caught with hook and line during 
the day. often by shore anglers casting bait 
or lures for young jacks. This fish should be 
handled carefully because of its sharji 
venomous anal spines. A good fighter on 
light tackle. Not widely sought after for 
food.^ In Hawaii the tough, leathery skin of 
the lae is valued for making trolling lures.^ 



CORYPHAENIDAE: DOLPHINS 




183. MAHIMAHI (H. G), masimasi (S), 
dolphin. Coryphoeno hippurus Lin- 
no eus DISTRIBUTION. Circumtro- 
pical. SIZE: All-tackle record (Spanish 
Wells, Bahamas) is 85 pounds (38.6 kg) with ^ 
a length of 69 inches {175.3 cm). Hawaiian 
fisji range up to llVi pounds (32.9 kg), 
average about 25 pounds (11.3 
kg)., COLOR: When alive the body is 
brilliant yellow and green dotted with 
phosphorescent blue, the dorsal fin .is 
purplish blue. This beautiful fish flashes a 
rambow of colors when caught, and also 
just before dying. CI Perhaps this is the 
best known and most colorful of game 
fishes and one of 'the most abundant 
species caught deep-sea trolling in the 
Pacific Islands Mahimahi inhabit the open 
sea. sometimes swimming in large schools. 
Commonly seen swimming close to the 
surface near schools of flying fish on which 
they feed, or around floating objects Small 
fish up to 5 pounds (2 3 kg) are plentiful 
around the Hawaiiaji Islands kq^ summer; 
large fish 30 it) 40 poMiicJS (13 6-18 1 kg) are 
talcen February to April. Common off 
American Samoa and Guam year-round, 
with best fishing off the western coa§t of 
Guam usually from January to April (larger 
fish are caught later in the season). Males 
have an almost vertical head profile and 
grow to larger sizes thai? the females. 
Taken trolling and handlinmg iind is as 
delicious to eat as- it is beautiful. ^ ^ ^ 
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184. LITTLE MAHIMAHI (H). pompano 
dolphin. Coryphoeno equisetis Linnaeus. 
DISTRIBUTION: Circumtropical. □ This 
fish is similar in appearance and habits to 
the mahimahi. but is known to' reach a 
length of only about 30 inches (76 cm). 
Occaswnally taken by Hawaiian anglers 



LUTIANIDAE: SNAPPERS 




185. UKU (H). aso'stma (S). gray snapper. 
Aprion virescens Cuvier and Valen-* 
ciennes. DISTRIBUTION: Tropical 
Pacific. SIZE: Up to 2 feet (61 cm) long; 
usually about 8 pounds (3.6 kg). COLOR: 
Uniform grayish blue, with the dorsal area 
more bluish than below. Dark blue towards* 
'head; three dark spots near base of dorsal 
fin. □ Of the large deepwater snappers 
discussed here, the uku occurs the nearest 
to shore and relatively shallow water, 
usually less than 60 fathoms (109.7 m) deep. 
It IS the most cylindrical of the snappers, 
having a long head and snout with a rather 
^promment groove on either side. Taken^by 
hook^ and Ime oven deep-sea ledges or 
banks, usually on or near rocky or hard 
bottom. Some are taken by trolling An 
excellent'food fish. 




186. 'OPAKAPAKA (H). pink pake (G). 
pink snapper." Pristipomoides /iiamentosus 

' (Bleeker). QISTRIBUTION. Tropical Indo- 
Pacific. SIZE: Up to 3 feet (91 cm) long 
and about 18 pounds (8.2 kg); usually 5 to 6 
pounds (2.3-2.7 kg). COLOR: Light vbJet 
brown dorsally, fading to dusky white 
below; pectoral fin yellowish. Last rays of 
dorsal and anal fins produced into 
filaments that reach base of tail fin. □ Like 
the uku. the 'opaka^Taka is a deepwater fish 
jnost abundant over rocky bottom drop offs. 

'One of the more common snappers caught 
over Guam's banks, with' most taken at 
depths of 100 to 150 fathoms (182.9-274.3 
m). This fish is also reported to be abun- 
dant over the offshore ledges of American 
Samoa at about 200 to 300 fatharns (365.8- 
548.6 m), but these bottomfishing areas are 
seldom fished. In Hawaii, it is generally 
found in shallpwer water at around 40 to 
100 fathoms (73.2-182,9 m) and young fish 
are sometimes taken in 20 fathoms (36.6 m). 
Taken handlitiing. in Hawaii, most are 
caught during the winter months. An . ex- 
cellent food fish. 
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188. ^ YELLOWEYE OPAKAPAKA (GF. 
Pnstipomoides /iavipinnus Shinohara 
DISTRIBUTION: Ryukyus and Guam. SIZE 
Up to at least 17 inches (43 cm) or moni 
long; fish over* 16, inches (41 -ttn^ occur 
frequently in catch. COLORv? Bod^ 
lavender . brQwn becoming ' pale towardf 
belly; eye yello\v; snout and head motflec 
with narrow, irregular, light-yellow streaks. 
Scales have yellow spots which form thin 
horizontal stripes above lateral line; fins 
yellowish. □ This is another common Guam 
snapper taken at about the same depths as 
P V /ila men tosus and P auuciUa. An ex- 
"cellent'food fish. 





187. YELUOWTAIL KALIKALI (G), 
Pnstipomoides auricilla (lordan, Evermann, 
and Tanaka). DISTRIBUTION. Tropical 
Pacific, SIZE, Up to about 18 inches (46 
cm) long. COLOR. Body purplish with 17 
to 18 narrow, irregular chevron-shapod 
yellow bands: ins yellow; edge of upper iip 
yellow; fins yellowish, upper^lobe of tail fin 
with a purple margin. Large males over 
about IOV3 inches (27 cm) have a rather 
distinct yellow blotch on ugper lobe of tail 
fin. L { A very common deepwater snapper 
in Guam, caught handlining over offshore 
ledges and. banks at similar depths as P 
/ilamen(osus.''An excellent foo^Mish. 




189. KALIKALI (H). pink kaliliali (G). 
Pristipoinoides sieboldii (Bleeker). DIS- 
TRIBUTION; Tropical Pacific an<i Indian 
oceans. SIZE; Up to at least 18 inches (46 
cm). COLOR: Light lavender above 
becoming paler below. Scales above the 
lateral ly^ have paie-blue spots in the 
renter, forming lengthwise lines ^ that 
become indistinct Reward the belly. Margin _ 
of dorsal ftn orange with light lavender: tail 
fin dark lavender with d light margin. 
IJ This offshoVe snapper is commonly taken 
around' Guam 'handlining over, offshore 
banks and ledges at depths from 100 to 150 
fathoms (182.9:274.3 m); ' none have been 
reported from depths less than 100 fathoms 
(182.9 m). In Hawaii, th« kalikali. is 
relatively minor in- the sport catch, where it 
IS taken from depths of 60 to 200 fathoms 
(109.7-365.8 m) with most caught in water 
^* 20 fathomd (146.3-219.5 m). Con- 
^l^lj^in excellent food fish: ^ 



' 190. ONAGA (H. G). 'ula'ula koae ]U],^ 
^pnlu (S). red snapper. Etehs carbunculus* 
Cuvier. DISTRIBUTION. Tropical Pacifji^ 
and Indian ocnans. SIZE to 36 p6unds~ 
(16.3 kg); most run about 4 to'5 pounds (1.8- 
2.3 kg). COLOR. Red above; silvery pink 
below, eye red and ^outh red or pink; 
dorsal and tail fin red. 11 In Hawaii caught 
over offshpre drop offs. usually in water 
deeper than the uku or 'opakapaka at 
depths of 80 to 130 fathoms (146.3-237,7 m) 
but not more than 160 fathoms (292.6 m). 
This IS also a Common snapper*taken, over 
ledge areas and banks, off J3uam and 
Samoa, usually at depths of 100 fathoms 
(182.9 m) or more. Oatighfhandlining year- 
round, mostly during daylight. Onaga is a 
veryf important market fish in Hawaii. The 
meatV^as a delicate sweet flavor and is 
usually served raw. "sashimi" style. It 
brings a high price at the market especially 
during the New Year's season when the 
demand for traditional "bnaga-sashimi" {s 
at its peak^ Also prepared as a^pecial dish 
for weddings 



191. 'ULA'ULA (H).'ehu (G1. Eteiis marshi 
(lenkins). DISTRIBUTION. Tropical Indo- 
Pacific SIZ^ In Hawaii up to '2 feet (61 
cm) long. In Guam this fish is-sknown to 
reach 40 pounds (18.1 kg) in weight, but 
most - caught are about 2 pounds (0.9 
kg). COLOR The 'ula'ula is similar in 
appearance and habits to^ the onaga. but 
lacks the red coloration on^the inside of the 
mouth and usually has a'yell6Wish band 
along the middle of the Sides. □ Taken 
handlining along with onaga i|^ Hawaiian 
waters, and one of the more common 
snappers found m Quam^ and American 
Samoa over offshore ledges .and banks. An 
excellent food fish. 





192. LEHI (G). Aphareus rutiid'ns Cuvier 
and Valenciennes. DISTRJIBUTION:- 
Tropical Pacific. ^SIZE. Up to lit least 3 
feet (91 cm) long. COLOR. Brick ted. 1 1 A 
common Guam snapper taken handlining Qn 
the bottom over the Galvez Bank and off 
much of the leeward and windward coasts. 
This species also occurs in • American 
Samoa and Hawaii, but is not important in 
tne sport catch. 
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.193. GINDAI (G). Roosevp/tia brighami 
(Seale). DISTRIBUTION: Tropical Mndo- 
Pagfic. ' SIZE: Up to 20 inches (51 
cm) COLOR; Alternating red and yellow 
vertical bars; dorsal, pectoral, and caudal 
fins yellow. □ This colorful Guam ,snappjer 
is commonly taken over* 100-fathom (182. 
m) drop offs around the island. It also 
occurs^ in Americfan Samoa and oc- 
casionally appears \n Hawaiian markets. A 
good food fish. 




194. TA'APE (H).. ^vani (S). lunai (G). 
bluehnedv snapper, yellow-and-blue sea- 
perch. Lutjonus kasmira (Forskal). DIS- 
TRIBUTION. Tropical Indo-Pacific. SIZE. 
RepDrted to reach 15 inches (38 cfn) 
long. COLOR. Bright lemon yellow wit^ 
pale-blue stripes edged with lavender or 
deep purple. □ This distinctively colored 
fish is probably the most abundant inshore 

^ snapper taken in American Samoa, where 
It is^ commonly found in water 20 to lOP 
fathoms (36.6-182.9 m) deep. Relatively 
common around Guam at depths of 35 to 40 
fathoms (64.0-73.2 m). though generally 
incidental in the sport catch. Introduced to 
Hawaii from the Marquesas in 1958 and 
1969. where il now has entered the sport 

\ and commercial catch in significant 
numbers. In the Hawaiian Islands ta'ape 
are found in large schools over hard bottom 
in nvater 40 to 100 feet (12.2-30.5 m) deep, 
with adults sometimes in water up to 240 
feet (73.2 m) d6ep. Caught handlining at 
night: some are taken in traps in Hawaii^ A 
very .good food fish. 




195. rOAU (H). bua (G), red-margined 
seapeijch, Lutjanus fuhus (Bloch and- 
Schneider). DISTRIBUTIONj Tropical 
Pacific. • SIZE: Reaches a length of about 
13 inches (33 Cm). COLOR: Dusky yellow 
above fading to pale yellow oV white below, 
with thin longitudinal yellow^ stripes along 
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the scalo rows. Dorsal aA(Phill fins dusky 
re^: amrl and polvir* fiits v^llow, ptu toral 
fin yeliow on upper ed^e; S/nall gold fltn 
and broken lines on hpad and Qheek 
area. L 1 An inhere fish. found in brackish 
water and around stream mouths out to 
about 40 or 5(y feet (t2.2-15'2 m) of water, 
sometimes entering deep 'tide pools Feeds 
on small fishes and Invertebrates and often 
seen in small aggregations, Surcessfullv 
introduced to Hawaiian waters in 1956 and 
1958. Taken by hook and line from shore 
and from boats: taken also with, gill nets, 
surround „ nets, and sp^a^ Considered a 
very good food fish. ^ 




196. KAKAKA (G). vava sui (S). feloitega 
(S). taiva uh'uh (?). Lutjonus monosti^mus 
(Cuvier and Valenciennes) DISTRI- 
BUTION Tropical Pacific. SIZE- Up 'to 18 
inches (46 cm); most caught are about 10-12 
inches (25-30* dm). COLOR. Ohve-green 
^ody (sometimes, coppery red. particularly 
in Samoan wafers), sgales on side brassy, 
belly yellowish white or light coppery red. 
hps bright red: fins all bright orange 
yelloW; In general, this fish usually is 
distinguished by the Ismail -but prominent 
black spot on its side. T . One "of the larger 
nearshore snappers commonly taken from 
shore over reef areas arourfd the istand gf 
Guam and American Samoa. Like some 
other members ofthe sn^jpper family it has 
been Imked with cases of ciguatera, or fish 
poisoning, but in Guam it is commonly eaten 
and Is also sol^;in the markets of American 
Samoa despite reports of it sometimes being 
toxic there. 
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197. MU (S), tagafi (G). Lut/anus bohar'* 
IForskal). DISTRIBUTION.. Widespread 
throughout the Tropical Pacific. SIlZE: 
Attains 30 inches (76 cm). COLOR, Adult 
fish are uniformjy red with a light greenish 
tinge around the head area: yellow eyes. 
'Sometimes bronzy above, lighter below with 
two oval light spots on side. Base of pfec- 
toral and pplvic fins* rosy: "otherwise fins 
dusky. □ This snapper is commonly caught 
by handliners in American Samoa and 
Guam, usually in water 100 fathoms (182i9 
m) or less, but does not ocdur in Hawaii. 
The flesh is reported to be poisonous and 
should not be eateh. even though in Guam 
-many large fish (17-25 pounds or 7.7-11.3 
kgH which are usually the most toxiC. were 
taken by the Guam . Division of Fish and 
CoTie in relatively deep water (35 fathoms 
^ . 64.0 m). and none proved to be 
)onous. 




MALA l (S). fafaetJG). red snapper, 
nus gibbus (Forskal). DISTRIBUTION: 
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Lut;onii_ , 

Tropical Indo-Pacific. SIZE' Up to 24 
inches (61 cm), COLOR, Body uniform red 
with red eyes Large adults dften are 
slightly dusky above and reddish below, [ ] 
A common snapper taken about reefs in 
American Samoa -and Guam, occurring' in 
moderately deep water. Usually taken 
handlimng ,over the deeper parts of the 
reef; in Guam, some are taken Spearing. 
Reportedly the flesh of this specie^ cattses 
severe poisoning in other parts of its range: 
however, fish taken from American Samoa 
and Guam waters are said to be not toxic 
and are commonly eaten 



LETHRINIDAE: EMPERORS 
199. 




' 199. FILOA (S). lililok (G). green snapper. 

Lethrinus miniatus ' (Forster). DIS- 
r TRIBUTION. Tropical Indo-Pacific and Red 
Sea. SIZE. Up to about 36 inches (91 
cm). COLOR. Body dark brown to grayish, 
sometimes with dark mottling on sides.' 
^ dorsal, anal, and tail fins pinkish, pectoral 
• fin yellow □ This long-snouted species is a 
common inshore reef fish m American 
Samoa and Guam, and is taken with a 
baited hook in water up to 1(|| feet (30.4 m) 
deep in American Samoa and up to 300 feet 
(91.4 m) in' Gua/i. Large specimens are 
known to be slightly toxic in Samoa and 
other pacts of this fish's range, however, it 
IS said to be not toxic in Guam where it is 
highly prized as a food fish. 
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200. MU (H). mamamu (HL mumu moaga 
(S). loalia (S). matanhagon |G). Monotaxis 
grondocu/is (Forskal). DISTRIBUTION: 
Tropical Indo-Pacific. SIZE. Up to 2 feet 
(61 cm). COLOR Dusky to olive green with 
two whitish crossbars'(8ometimes^ three and 
four bars): black crescent at base of^^ 
pectoral. Dorsal fin brownish and reddish 
at tip. caudal and anal fins orange and 
yellow at base; anal, pectoral, a^d ventral 
fins reddish; inside of mouth recj. □ This 
species occurs oi^r reefs in Hawaii and is 
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common m Samoa ii waters. It is considered 
a good eating fish and is usually caught by 
handline. Some are taken with spears Imd 
nets. * , 



MULLIDAE; GOATFISHES 




201, WEKE.'A'A (H), i a sma (S). afolu (S), 
salmonete (G),' spot weke, spot goat- 
fish— young called "oama" in Hawaii and 
"teau" in* Guam. MuJIoidchthys fld^oUn- 
eotus (Lacftpdde), DISTR^IBUTI ON:- 
Tropical Indo-Pacific, SIZE. Up to 18 
inches (4^ cm): "oama" avefrage about 5 
inches (13 cm) or less. C0LOI(: Silvery 
white with a yellow horizontal band ex- 
tending from eye to tail: spot as indicated. 
This fish can change its markings rather 
rapidly, ^ith additional spots or blotches 
appearing along the lateral yellow band 
which becomes paler and edged with 
blue, n A very common insfiore goatfish 
throughout JJhe Pacific Islands, occurring on 
or near the bottom in schools or small^ 
aggregations over sandy patches that in- 
tersperse reef areas. Wfien feeding, it 
rummages in thd*" sand for food with its 
fingerlike chin barbels, leaving puffs of 
sand clouds in its* wake. In Hawaii during ' 
late summer the young'or "oama" swarm in 
shallow Sandy areas and are caught from 
shore with poles a^d lines. Adujt fish are 
mostly speared or netted: sonte are caught 
m fish traps and handlinihg from boats. In 
Guam, juvenites (teau) are m\ich sougl)t 
after by cast^nelters and surround petters 
and are quite common in the lagoon 
habitat. Considered a good fopd fish. 




202. WEKE-'ULA (H), salmonete manining 
(G). vete (S). ula oa (S), red weke, red 
«,goatfish, Mu]/oidich(hys vanicoJensis 
(Cuvier and Valenciennes). DISTRI- 
BUTION: Tropical Indo-Pacific and Red 
Sea.' SIZE: Up to 16 inches (41 cm) long; 
usually about 8 to 10 inches (20-25* 
cm). COLOR: Rosy red on the dorsal . 
region, fading to whitish pink below. There 
is a prominefii^ light-yellow b^nd along the 
sides, extending from the eye and fading 
out' tpwards thfe tail region. Ventral and 
pectoral fins are pale rosy; caudal fin has a 
yellowish tinge. Tl The weke-'ula is noc- 
turnal, occurring in shallow-reef areas over 
sandy bottom, seeming to prefer more rocky 
surroundings ,^than other goatfishes and 
deeper water of about 5 to 15 fathpms (9.1- 
27.4 m): probably deeper off the Kona coast ' 
of Hawaii. In Hawaii the weke-'ula is 



usually netted although somotimes taken by 
hook and line from shore dnd from boats os 
by "torch fishing** with spears or hami 
nets. A good food Fish, 



203. MALU (H), salmonete acho (G). 
goatfish. Porupeneus pleurostigma (Bert- 
nett), DISTRIBUTION: Widespread, in the 
central Indo-Pacific, ^ SI21E: Reaches a 
length of about 16 inches (41 cm). □ This is 
another relatively common goatfish similar 
to th^ weke-'a*a 'vti habits and appearance, 
except the malu is stockier, the base o( the 
*'soft-rayed dorsal fin is very da'rk. and the 
blotch* on the side is mqre deep than long., 
Taken by spearing and with nets. 



KYPHOSIDAE: RUDDERFISHES, ^SEA 
CHUBS ^ 





204. KUMU (H).- red fioatfish. Porupeneus 
.porptiyreus (Jenkins). DISTRIBUTION 
Tropical Pacific SIZB. Up to 8 or 9 
pounds .(3,6-4 1 kg): usually 1 to 3 pounds 
(0.5-1.4 kg) COLOR: Usually reddish with 
a rather prominent stripe through the eye. 
although young specimens occasionally * 
have a greeni^h-color phase Distinguished 
•by the white saddfa behind the soft dorsal 
fin. L J A fairly coigmon HeTwaiian goatfish 
found at various depths throughout reef 
area5 especially under coral heads, often 
coming very close 'to shore. Caught mostly 
by spearing and in traps during the day: 
some are taken at night by spears of divert 
or waders on 1h6 reef with lights. The kumu 
is an extremely ^prized food fish in Hawaii. 
The flesh is considered a delicacy. 




205, MOANO (H). Portpeneus *'multj/as« 
'Ctatus (Quoy and Gaimard). DISTRI- 
BUTION- Hawaiian Islands, SIZE: Up to 12 
inches (30 cm) or so: averages about one- 
third of a pound (less than 0.2^ 
k^) COLOR. Dark red with alternating 
bands of pale rosy red and darker red. 
Usually Sistinguished by the dark-red-to- 
black bar that extends down betweten the 
tWo dorsal fins C This small goatfish is 
found over sand bottom from the shore to 
depths of about 40 fathoms (73.2 m), and 
like the other goatfishes mentioned it is 
usually found ' where patches of sand in-, 
tersperse rock or corgi. An abundan| in- 
shore reef Jish. taken in traps and by shore 
anglers with spinning and bait-casting gear, 
often along with papio and other small 
goatfishes. On the big island of Hawaii most" 
are speared, though some are taken 
handlining (drifting and at anchor). 
Although small, the moano is considered by 
be among the ta^iest of Hawaiian 
ries. 



206. NENUnH), manaloa (H). nenue pari^ 
(H). guili (G). sea chub, rudderfish. 
Kyphosus ^ cinerascens Forskal. DIS- 
TRIBUTION. Tropical Indo-Pacific and Red 
Sea, SIZE: Up tg^lO or 12 pounds (4.5-5,4 
kg); averages about 4 to 6 pounds (l.a'2,7 
kg), COLOR: Gr^y brown with blue 
reflectioris. lighter below. Narrow dark 
bands on. sides between scale rows. Some 
fish have irregular blotches of yellow on 
sides, and on rare occasions a specimen 
may be enhrely yellow. L'j In Hawaii, the 
nenue is partial to rough and turbulent 
waters along rocky coasts where it is often 
found in large schools. In Guam, it seems to 
prefer the edges of channels and reef 
margin^ This species feeds mostly on 
algae. Large fish are generally taken by 
speSr. cast nets, and gill nets: the young 
are sometimes caught during the day by 
hook and line. Nenue is rather difficult to 
Ijook because of its small mouth, but when 
hooked it fights vigorously. Generally not 
esteemed as a food fish in Haw^i.'but some 
consider it a delicacy— it is much sought 
after by Guamanians, The fleslt' has a 
strong flavor, probably due to the fish's 
algal diet. 



POMACENTRIDAE: DAMSELFISHES 




207. MAOMAO or ■'mamo*'J^^ude/tfu/ 
abdommaJis (Quoy and G^^^B)- ulS- 

TRIBUTION. Hawaiian IslanO^BlZE. Up 
to 9 inches (23 cm), most takei^^^ about 5 
inches (13 cm) long. COLOR. Pale brassy . 
or g^een with four or five black vertical, 
bai*! 
tinge 



V.ERIC': 



^as ta dicated. Belly white with yellow 
jeilBar the anal fin. [Z This delicious 
little pan fish abounds in shallow-water 
reefs, harbors.- and bays throughout the 
islands. It feeds on small crustaceans in the 
water and is often found in loose 
aggregations hovering over the reef or 
da rting around pilings and other un- 
derwater structufTgs Maomao are the 
prime quarry of Hawaii's children who 
catch them from shore with pole and line 
using a very small hool<^. AI90 caught by 
spearing, jn traps, and with 'cast nets. 



208. KUPIPIJH). dodo (G). sergeant maior., 
Abude/du/ sordidus (ForskSl). □ This fish is* 
similar in Appearance and habits to 
maomao. but is readily distinguished from it 
by a prominent black spot near the tail 
immediately behind the soft dorsal fin. The 
body color is also more grayish than that of 
maomao. ^ 

QRRHITIDAE: HAWKFISHES 




\209. PO'aPA'A (H). 'o'opu-kai (H). spotted 
J^wkfish. Cirrhjtus pinnuJatus (Bloch and 
Schneider). DISTRIBUTION: Tropical 
Pacific, §IZE: Up to about 10 inches (25 
cm): most caught are about 5 inches (13 
cm) long. COLOR. Red. brpwn. and white 
, spottings and mottlings. □ Like the rest 
of the hawkfish family this fish is <:harac- 
terized by a fleshy fringe on the snout. 
This nocturnal predator prefers the tur- 
bulent water of the surge ^one where it lies 
in wait for' passing prey, sometimes oh 
large rocks or coral heads. Occasionally it 
. darts out to snatch its prey. 4hen returns to 
. its original *post or swims to another 
vantage pC)int to begin another vigil During 
the day. *the po'o-pa'a hides in crevices in 
the reef. Taken by ht)ok and line and 
spearing. Considered onl9 fair as a food 
fish, and is use^ mainly in making soup 
The meat tends to fall apart when fried. 

LABRIDAE: WKASSES 
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210, 'A'AWA ,(H). hinalea (H). spot 
wrasse, blackspofr ^wrasse. Jpodianus 
bilunulatus * (Lacepede). DISTlflBUTION: 
Tropical Pacific. SIZE: Up to about 24 
inches (61 cm) or about 8 or 9 pounds (3.6- 
- 4,1 kg): most caught ^re about 5 pounds 
(2.3 kg) or under. COLOR. Highly variable 
with age and sex as.is the case with many^ 
^embers of the wrasse family. Females go 
through three color phases with growth: 
fish 4 to 12 inches (10-30 cm) long are 
nearly all red ,with a black spot under the 
soft dorsal fin. those over 12 inches (30 cm) 
are usually plain bluish black, ^ales are 
marked as illustrated, dark reddish brown 
or purplish bands on head area thinning to 
narrower and somewhat redder Stripes on 
sides and belly, which is white or pale 
yellow, eye red. pronounced white band on 
head area, dorsal, caudal, and anal fins 
yellow. □ The *a'awa is one of the larger 
Hawaiian wrasses and is fairlV abundant 
throughout the coral reef habitat. It is 
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taken ob the b^tom in shoUow wator out to 
depths of*about 100 fuot {30.5 m)^or more, 
with bigger fish occurring in deeper water. 
The 'a'ayva. - like other members of the 
wrasse family, is active during the day and 
hides among coral or undef^sand at pight. 
Caught handlining from boats, usually while 
fishing for other species and often con- 
sidered a nuisance. Sometimes taVen by 
apear. Opinions on the food value of this 
fish vary from poor to goad. * 




211. PO'OU (H), Cheiimus rhodochrous 
Giinther. DISTRIBUTION: Tropical Indo- 
Pacific. SIZE: Up to. 2 feet (61 cm): most 
are about 10 inches (25 cm) or about 
pound (0.3 kgf. COLOR: Highly variable 
with growth. At 10 inches Ufr* cm), plain 
olive drab with a white saddle near the tail 
(see illustration). Fish 20 inches (51 cm) 
and over have no white saddle, but have 
large black spots at base of the dorsal and 
anal fins, and the ventral fin is 
dark. □ The po*ou is commonly found in 
reef areas around the islands of Molokai. 
Lanai, Maui, and Hawaii, at depths up to 
40 pr 50 feet (12.2-15.2 m). In the Hawaiian 
Islands it is often caught along with 'a'awa' 
while handlining and spearing. Taken by 
spear in Guam. A good food fish. 




212. TANGISON (G). CheiJmus unduJotus 
Riippell. DISTRIBUTION: Tropical Indo- 
Pacific. SIZE: Known to reach 5 to 6 feet 
(152-183 cm) or more in length, and over 
100 pounds (45.4 kg). COLOR: MostlyV 
dull, mottled olive 'green, each scale with a 
vertical pui*plish line: red and green bars 
and spots ofi dorsal and anal fins: tail fin 
edged with yellow: pelvic fins 
yellow. □ This exceptionally large wrasse 
IS caught in Guam: however. Urge 
specimens frequently taken by local anglers 
before the advent of scuba are now much 
less common. Tfiis humpheaded wrasse is 
much prized and an excellent food fish. 
Taken spearing and sometimes bait casting. 



213. 
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213. HINALBA (H). ^ga (G). Thaiossomc 
O cus (Lacepede). DISTRIBUTION, 
ipical Pacific. SIZE: Up to 11 inches (28 



* 1 

); usually 
1. COLOR: 



A- 



cm); usually hbout 6 i;\cheg (15 . 
cm). COLOR: ^ale gi^emsh, with two'*or 
three irregular, bro^). horizontal rosy 
striped, which intermjpgle with greenish 
stripes, brown* blotcjjes. and puj'plish'bars. 
•i)ark-brown-to-black* spots and reticulations 
on head. □ Thi*s colorful wrasse is common 
t^ open rocky surge areas and shallow- 
water coral reefs, and is sometimes found 
«i ^eepwater tide pools. Although prin- 
cipally a 'daytime feeder^ the hinalea is 
often t^ken at rtight and is caught by hook 
and line from shore as well as from boats 
in the Hawaiian Islands. It is taken oc- 
casionally by spear in Guam. The very ^ 
slimy skin makes it difficult to hold. ' 
Opinions vary on its food value; generally 
' not sought after. 

/ 
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214 HINALEA LAUWILI (H), 'a'ala'ifii 
(H). saddle wrasse. ThoJossomo duperreyj 
(QiWy and Gaimard) . DISTRIBUTION: 
-4i^aiian Islands. SIZE. Up to about 12 
iaches (^0 cm): f^ost caught are under 6 
inches* (15 cm). COLOR! Adults are green 
with a striking orange-brown shoulder 
bar. n A very abundant Hawaiian wrasse 
found, throughout tlie islands along shallow 
rocky shorelines as well as in pure reef 
areas. This fish has an annoying habit gf 
robbing a baited hook' meant for more 
desirable species and is often considered a 
pest by angle^ seeking bigger and tastier 
game: its food'alue is considered poor. 



SCARIDAE: PARROTFISHES 
215. 
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215. * UHU (H). green parrotfish. Scqrus 
perspicilJotus Steindachner. DISTRI- 
BUTION: Hawaiian-Jfllands. SIZE: Up to 2 
feet (61 cm) or more; most caught are 
around 14 inches (3^ cm) long. COLOR: 
Males and females differ markedly and 
were once thought to be two separate 
species. Large males have a distinctive 
dark band that extends down below the eye 
across a hurai^rike snout. The body is olive 
colored, with each large scale edged with 
yellow. The "dorsal fin is pea green with 
black stripes and peacock blue at-the base. 
Chin area, edge of tail ventral fin. are also 
a vivid peacock blue. Femajes are reddish 
brown with red fins, and the head profile is 
gently sloping, not vertical as in the adult 
male. □ Found in rocky areas and coral 
reefs, usually more abundant at the* reefs 
outer edges in water 2 to 4 fathoms {3.7-7.3 
m) and deeper. Like other members of^the 
parrotfish family, it ;3crape^alga>'offi the 
surfaces of rocks and^deadjpofal with its 
beaklike )aw teeth during the d|y. restiiig 



amid rock and coral at night. Young fish 
sometimes secrete a mu^us envelope about 
themselves during Tne night which 
presumably serves as protection against 
predators. It js the largest and most 
commonly speared parrotfish in Hawaiian 
waters— and tK^e most prized. An excellent 
food fish. 

216. UHU (H). parrH^h. Scorus dubius 
Bennett. □ Another common p^rrotfi^h 
taken by spear in Hawaii. Primarily bright 
orange with blue markings. Attains a lerigth 
of about 14 inches (36 cm). 

217. HUMPBACK PARROTFISH. Scarus 
gibbus Ruppell and Cetoscorus .bicoloV 
(Ruppell). □ These two parrotfishes are 
highly sought by Guam anglers. Not as ' 
common as they once wer«, especially the 
large specimens: both are hunted with i 
spears. S. gibbus, larger of the two, is 
known to reach 30 to 40 pounds (13.6-18.V 
kg). Food value i^excellent. 



MUGILIDAE: MULLETS 




218. 'AMA'AMA (H). agues ( < 8 in.. G]X 
liguan (>8 in.. G). ''striped imiillet/mullet. 
J Mugil cephalus Linnaeus. DISTRIBUTION: 
Tropical and temperate seas, world- 
wide. SIZEi Up to about 18 inches (46 cm): 
most caught are around 12 inches (30 cm) 
lon^, COLOR: Silvery gray. DuAlthough 
schools of"ama*ama are found along the 
open coast, they seem to pi*efpr calm, 
waters close to shore, around mouths of 
streams and inlets and in brackish-water 
^ays and harbors. Just about the most 
difficult fish to catch by pole and line, but 
this does not seem tp discourage a select 
brfeed of Hawaiian islanders who patiently 
wait for this finicky fish to> take a tiny hook 
baited with bread or limu (seaweed). For 
those with less patience, the *ama*ama can 
be taken by a variety of other fUhing gear 
such as cast nets, gill nets, and surround 
net (hukilau) and at nighttime torchlight 
fishing with hand nets or cast nets. In 
Hawaii tbe fishing season is closed 
December through February. On American 
Samoa this fish is taken mostly with C^st 
nets, and in 'Guam most are taken with cast 
nets and surround^, nets, although light 
spinning tackle is sometimes used near 
sand beaches. An important food fish. In 
Hawaii a small number are raised com- 
mercially in fish ponds. , * ^ 




219. UOUOA (H). false mullet. Neomyxus 
ieuciscus {GQnther). DISTRIBUTION: 
Tropical Pacific. SIZE: Up to 18 inches (46 



cm): usuaiiy 6 inchjQs (15 cm). COLOR. 
Silvery with a' yellow mark on the upper 
part of the pectoral fin, L] The uouoa (often 
pronouncpid wo-wo) occurs along sandv 
shores and in tide pools as well as m rocky^ 
surRe areas. ^ Common throughout the\ 
Hawaiiai^ Islands. >vhere most are taken 
wi^h castnets, some by hook and line uelng 
bread lor^^it. This species also occurs in 
Guam, but is not common. A good food fish. 



SPHYRAENIDAE: BARRACUDAS 
220. ' 
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220. KAKU (H), alu (G). great barratuda, 
Sphyroeno borrocudo (Walbaum). 
DISTRiBUnON: Tropical seas and Atlantic 
d Pacific oceans, SIZE' All-tackle 
cord (Lagos. Nigeria] is 83 pounds (37.6 
kg) with a length of 6 feet \\ inch (183 6 
cmh Most caught by anglers are under 50. 
pounds (227 kg), average is 5 to 10 pounds 
(2.3-4.,5 kg] ' COLOR. Slate colored dorsally 
turnings silvery on sides and bellv Black 
flecks on sides'' ' The kaku occurs inshore 
as. well as offshore apd m a variety of 
J^abitats Young fish frequent brackish- 
.water areas and sometimes enter -drainage 
ditches and fish ponds m the Hciwaiian 
Islands. When close to shore m bays or 
around stream mouths barracuda are 
usually ' solitary, buj offshore this species 
tends to travel in schools or small 
aggregations. Caught casting from shore 
and trolling lures and baits and handltning 
from boats. A wire leader is essential. This 
aggressive antl**tf>othsome predator should 
be regarded wifh-^oaution, in and out of the 
water Considered only fair as a food fish 

The kawalea. or )apant;se barracuda 
(Sphyroeno heiien )enkins]. is another 
species of barracuda taken by anglers atid 
IS usually caught handlining It is a -much 
smaller Cish than th^ kaku. and reaches a 
length of about 2 feet (^1.0 cm). A similar 
species, y Sphyroeno /orsteri. occurs in 
Samoan and Guam waters, known locally 
as "sapatu" and "alu.** respectively. 



POLYNEMIDAE: THREADFINS 




221 MOI (H). young called **moi-li*i " (H). 
boca dulce *t^. Pacific threadfm. 
Poiydoctyius sex/iiis (Cuvier and Valen- 
qiennfis). DISTRIBUTION. Tropical Indo- 
Pacific. SIZE. Reportedly roaches about 24 
inches (61 cm) long and about 10 pounds 
(4i5 kg): most caught are about 12 to 14 
inches (30-36 cm). COLOR. Dusky above, 
silvery on sides and belly: fins black-tip- 
ped. I J The; moi is a highly sought-after 
food and game fish in Hawaii, where it is 
^ \ sandy holes (called "moi holes") 
^"rocky, shores, and along sandy 
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beaches in surge areas. ^ From August 
through December small moi or "moi-l^i" 
occur m large schools along beaches and in 
sheltered coves with some venturing into 
tide pools. Primt\rily taken casting with 
baits, plugs, and spoons, also taken with 
cast nets, gill nets. J^nd spears Moonlit 
nights are considered be^t for catching mot- 
bv casting, although this popular sport fish 
IS caught Doth night and day 



ACANTHURIDAE: SURGEONFISHES 




222. MANINI (H). kicho {G). convict tang. 
Acon^thurus ^ondvicensis Streets DIS- 
TRIBUTION. Widespread throughout the 
tropical Indo-Pacific. SIZE: Up to 9 inches 
(23 cm), averages about 6 inches (15 
cm). COLOR* Silvery, sometimes with a 
y/iliowish tinge: black vertical bars. □ This 
IS Hawaii's most abundant surgeonfish and 
can be found m almost any reef area 
throughout .the islands in both calm and 
turbulent water. It, is also common about 
Guam The young inhabit tide pools, but 
with maturity work, their way into deeper 
water. -Primarily a schooling fish, but can 
also be seen singly or in*small aggregations. 
In Ha^^ali the manini is usually taken by 
Cast nets, but some are also taken with pole 
and Ime^usmg shrimp or a special bl^nd of 
octopus ink (each angler has his own 
recipe) as well as with gill nets, traps, and 
spears. In Guam, most are* taken with nets 
and spears. An excellent food fish. * ^ 




223. PUALU (H). ugupao (G).'rAc^thurus 
xonthopterus Cuvier and Valen- 
ciennes DISTRIBUTION. Tropical In^Jo- 
Pacific. SIZE. Up to about 2b inches (51 
cjn). usually about 10 inches (25 cm) 
long. COLOR. Uniform purplish gray, 
sometimes with irregular dark stripes alpng 
sides: dorsal and anal fins with three or 
four longitudinal blue bands. (1 The pualu 
IS found in bays and harbors as well as « 
m deep outer reefs where coral is in- 
terspersed with sand, usually at depths of 
30 feet (9.1 m) or more. Taken with pole 
and line, also trapped, netted, and speared. 
Like most surgeonfish. the pualu 3ho\ild be 



handled' with respect. It carries for^nidable 

rjpons at the base of the tail in the form 
recurved spines which it can erect by 
bending its caudal peduncle, and it usually 
does so when threatened. The^e bladelike 
spines gan inflict 'a nasty wound. Opinions 
on its food value vary from fair to good. 

224. PALANb(H), ugupao (G). surgeonfish. 
Aconthurus dussumieri ,Cuvier and 
Valenciennes. DISTRIBUTION: Tropical 
Indo-Pacific. SIZE: Up to and. exceeding 18 
inches (46 cm). COLOS: Spotted with 
black: bright-blue tail fin: fine blu 
body fading towards belly; caiJ 
white and broadly edged with bL( 
dorsal and afial fm. □ The pali 
relative of the pualu, is ainoti)Ar| 
that occasionally enters the 
Hawaii and Guam. It occurs 
outer .reef areas over sandy pajfches. Most 
are taken by traps; some arp^^peared. Food 
value considered fair. 





225. KALA (H). tataga (G). ume (S). ili'ilia 
segi (S). unicot'nfish. Noso unicornis 
(Forskal). DISTRIBUTION;" Tropical Indo- 
Pacific. SIZE: Reaches a length of 24 
inches (61 cm): averages about 16^ inches 
(41 cm) long. COLOR: Dusky olive: fins 
light blue: also light blue around the double 
keel blades. Body color is sometimes very 
pale. □ The kala occurs in ihshpre re^f 
areis-and along rocky shores '.whereat 
^ feeds on algae. It is a schooling fish; 
however, largfe individual^ are sometimes 
seen singly on the 'outer edges of the reef. 
* The young, are found occasionally in ^tide 
pools. Characterized by the horn on its 
snout just about at eye level, which is 
hardly noticeable in young specimens, but 
lengthens with age. The^ skin is leathery 
and strong, and the two keel blades^ on 
each side of the tail are immovable and 
^ways in an open position. In Hawaii, kala 
are mostly speared, although some are 
taken with cast nets, gill nets, and hooks 
and lines. In Guam, this fish is taken 
spinfishing and with' surround nets. Food 
value considered only fair. 



SIGANIDAE: RABBITTISHES 




130 



226,* SESJUN (G). rabbi fish. Sigonus 
spinus (Linnaeus). DISTRIBUTION: 
Tropical Indo-Pacific^ SIZK. Most caught 
in Guam are 8 or 9 inches* (20-23 cm) in 
length. COLOR. Brown with narrow bluish 
lines forming a reticulated pattern along 
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the b«(k. head plain gray or bruwnish. 
iheeks silvery, tail fiii with thrtjtj to four 
faint bruwn bars. Has slimv slipporv skin 
with tiny cqncealed scales. L Sosjun i^a 
herbivorous species that browses ac1r%s 
rock or reef areas, often in.lar^^chools It 
IS a very common shallow-wat^^reef fish 
found around the island of Guam, where it 
Is caught with cast nets. gilU nets, and 
surround nets. This fish .should be handled 
carefully — j^can inflict venomous puncture 
rounds witn its fm spmos. An excellent 
foodUish. 



SCOMBRroAE: MACKERELS "AND 
vTUNAS 




227. *A>n (H). asi (S). yellowfin tuna. 
Thunnus albocares (Bonnaterre). DIS- 
TRIBUTION: Cosmopolitan m t^^opical and 
subtropical seas. S17£ All-tackle record 
(San Benedicto Island. Mexico) is 308 
pounds (139.8 kgj with ^ a length of 7 
feet (213.4 cm). In Hawaii, fish are known 
to range up to 300 pounds (l56.1 kg): 
average size vanes with fishing area. In 
general deepwater fish found at about 
l.OOO fathoms (1.828.8 m) averaged about 
100 pounds (45.4 kg): those caught m 25 to 
100 fathoms (4^||g^2.9 m) averaged about 
20 pounds (&.1 kg) COLOR Blue green 
above, white below. A iamt yellow stripe 
that fades after death, extends from eye to 
tail. Soft dorsal and anal fins and finlets 
bright ft yellow: the dorsal and anal fins 
lengthen with age l 1 *Ahi is a pelagic 
schooling fish found over deepwater banks 
and submarfhe ledge areas. The young 
often travel near the surface feeding on 
schools of bait fishes and squid. This 
popular game fish can be caught year- 
round throughout the Pacific Islands, 
trolling or handlmmg with feathered iigs. 
plugs, or spoons. In Hawaii, most fishing 
takes place July to November: in Guam. 
* February to August, and in American 
Samoa. March to |uly Excellent eating, 
cooked or raw (sashimi style) 
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228 KAWAKAWA (H). black .skipjack 
tuna (G). little tunn^. bonito. false albacore. 
Kuthynous affinis (Cantor) DISTRI- 
BUTION. Indo-Pacific SIZE Up to about 
20 pounds (9 1 kg),' most caught are around 
4 or 5 pounds (1.8-2.3 kg) COLOR. Dark 
green or blue above, silvery below, dark/ 
wavy marks on dorsal area as indicated.^ 
one to five dusky spots below pectoral fin 
are usually present CI The kawakawa is a 
schooling pelagic species usually caught 
Hing over lOO-fathom (182. 8-m)' drop 
and often in Aassociation with aku. 



skipjack tuna" Presiont in Hawaiian waters 
^throughout the year, but most abundant 
during summer when the fish come fairly 
close to shore in largo schools. In Guam 
they appear tu be most abundant in early 
spring Anglers are guided by seabirds that 
follow the schoolsjbnd Feed on small fishes 
'that the kawakawa flush to the surface. A 
hard-fighting ^game fish Good eating, 
although not as much in demand as some of, 
the other tuna .species 




229 AKU (H). atu (S). skipjack tuna, 
bonito. Katsuwonus pelamis (Lin- 
naeus). DISTRIBUTION: Cosmopolitan in 
temperate and tropical seas. SIZE: All- 
tackle record m the Indian Ocean (Baie du 
Tambeau, Mauritius)Js„4Q pomids (18.1'lcg) 
with a Jength of 33^4 inches (98.4 cm) In 
Hawaii, aku average about 18 io 22 pounds 
' (8 2-10.0 kg) m summer; 5 to 12 pounds (2 3- 
j 5,4* kg) rest of year. In Guam, this fish 
I usually runs 3 to 7 ^unds (1.4-3,2 kg) most 
I of the year: 10 to T2 pounds (4.5-5.4 kg) 
seasonally. COLOR: When ahve. dark 
metallic blue above, hght dusky blue below, 
dark stripes as indicated. Latter half of 
dorsal region bright blue with oblique 
purplish stripes which fade soon after 
ath. When excited or feeding, broad 
dusky ba rs sometimes appear on 
sides. □ The aku is a schoohng, pelagic 
species common throughout the Pacific 
Islands, its habits being generally the same 
as the kawakawa:s. Sometimes in certain 
e^s such as off southeastern Xanai. aku 
relatively close to shore: more often 
^ re found in water 100 (athoms (182.9. 
m) and .deeper Caught trolhng year-round 
using feathered ]igs and other small lures, 
and located by flocks of seabirds. Best 
fishing in Hawaii is in si^mmer: m American 
Samoa from about October to March: and 
m Guam from February to August, The fish 
has excellent flavor: is popular for sashimi 
and dried Also used as bait^for marlin. 
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230. TAGI (S). dogtooth tuna, sca^pless 
tuna, white tuna. »Gymnosarda unicoior 
(Ruppell). DISTRIBUTION: Tropical Indo- 
Pacific. SIZE; Reported to reach 250 
pounds (113.4 kg), hut averages about 20 
pounds (9 1, Jg), COLOR, Deep purple 
above. 3ilvery^elow. finlets yellowish. □ 
Tagi IS a migratory fish found along the 
edges of deepwater reefs and submarine 
ledges where the bottom abruptly drdfis off 
inta deeper water It either schools in - 
small groups or is solitary, JTiis fish is njjt 
as deep bodied as other members of the 
tuna family and is dfijtinguished by rts large 
"peglifce" teeth and lack-'of body Scales, A 
fine food and game fish that puts up a 
hard, jerky fight when hooked. Caught 




* 

trolling and also driftii^ with^ive. cut. or 
whole baits. In American Samoa the 
dogtooth tuna la cunlmonly taken handlimng 
at dusk and at night over lOO-fathom 
(182.8-m) drop offs. Caught only incidentally 
around Guam and does ^not occur ia 
>Hawaii. * 

\ . 
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231. ONO'(H). tosun (G). wahoo. Acan-. 
(hocybium soiandri (Cuvier and Valen- 
ciennes), - DISTRIBUTION^:. Tropical 
Atlantic and Pacific oceans. SIZE: All- 
tackle record (Cat Cay^ Bahamas) is 149 
pounds (67.6 kg)* with a length of 6 feet 7V* 
inches (20i.6 cm). In Hawaiian and Samoan 
waters, ono average aroilnd 30 to 40 
-pounds (13.6-18.1 kg). In Guam, tosun 
average about 20 ifeund% (9,f kg). COLOR: 
Generally dark blue above fading into silver 
. below with a^ut 30 purplish-gray bars on 
sides that flash bright blue when the fish is 
fighting a "hook. □ Ordinarily a solitary fish 
that roams the surface waters of the open ^ 
sea. usually over deep-sea ledges where the 
Jjottom drops off sharply. Often seen 'near " 
floating Jogs and other debris that provide 
shelter to small fish upon which the ono' 
feeds. In Hawaii ono are often caught along, 
with 'ahi while trolling over submarine 
ledges in \yater 25 to JOG* fathoms (45.7- 
182,9 m) deep. Taken - intermittently 
throughout the year over the biUfish 
grounds off Guam. In American Samoa 
caught trolling along nearshore 100-fattiom 
(182,9-m) drop ofjp as well as'offshore. The 
ono is a strong persistent fighter, It^ 
pointed jaws studded with ^'sharp teeth 
should be carefully avoided. An excellent 
food fish: aptly named "onc^" Hawaiian 
word meaning "to have sweet taste.** 
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232. *A*U >(«), rftekajiki (H). swordfish. 
broadbilf; Xiphias giadius Lin- 
naeus. Distribution: cosmopolitan in 

tropical a>id temperate seas. SIZE: All- 
tackle record (Iquique. Chile) is 1.182 
poi^nds (536,2 kg) with a length of 14pet 
llVi inches (455,4 cm). Averages about 250 
pounds (11^.4 kg) iAHaw8ii*a commercial 
catch. COLOR: V»nes from, metallic pur- 
phsh to blackish brown to almost black; 
generally, dark brown, □ This solitary 
open-ocean fish is sought by big-game 
anglers throughout its ^range but few are 
ever taken by them'^in the tropical Pacific. 
Broadbill are hard to find, hard to hook, 
and even harder to land. 'In Hawaii, 
most are taken by commercial longliners. 
Sport-caught fish are usually taken slow- 
trolling or drifting live, whole, and cut - 
baits. iJistirtguished from the marlms by a 
sword tli\t is flattened rather than rounded 
in cross .seUion. anc/'by the rigid dor.sal fin 
that is not rtHxaUi^Ole as m other btllfi.shes. 
An excellent food fish. 
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233. A'U'LEPE (H), bashokajiki (H). st^ula- 
lele (S), sailfish, fstiophorus platypterus 
JShaw and Nodder). DISTRIBUTION: 
Cosmopolitan in tropical^ seas. SIZE: All- 
tackle* record in^ the Pacific (Santa Cruz 
Island Galapagos) is 221 pounds (100.2 kg) 
with a length of 129'inches (327.7 cm).' In 
the Pacific'Islands sailfish average about 50 
pounds (22.7 kg) OT.Jess. COLOR: Sail 
cobalt blue to purple: body dark steely blue 
above and silvery white below: sides with 
pale-purple vertical bars. H A pelagic 
open'ocean* fish, often solitary, but known 
also to occur in small schools or groups, 
preferring warm-water temperatures be- 
tween 74® to 88°F. One of the leading game 
* fishes in American Samoa, where it is 
taken surface trolling with baits and lures 
year-round. Also taken by sportsnfen Aver 
c the billfish grounds off Guam. Relatively 
rare in Hawaiian waters, and only loc- 
casior^lly taken by anglers— most yBre 
caught *by commercial longliners. When 
swimming. t(}e huge saillike dorsal fin folds 
into a fleshy^ groove at its base, but often is 
raised when the fish is fighting a hook. Its 
foojj valije IS poor, although some fish arc 
smoked. 




234. A U (H). shirokajiki (H). black marlin. 
Makaira indica (Cuvier and Valen- 
ciennes). DISTRIBUTION. Tropical and 
temperate "Pacific and Indian oceans. 
SIZE: All-tackh5 reCord (Cabo Blanco. Peru) 
is 1.560 pourras (707.6 kg) with a length of 
14V^ feet (442.1 cm). Known to reach 1.800 
pounds (816.5 kg): averages about 200 
pounds (90.7 kg). COLOR: Variable. Most 
are dark 'slate bfue above, silvery below 
lateral line. Sometimes a fish may have 
pale-blue stripes or blue patches on sides 
that fade quickly after death. □ The black 
marlin is the largest df all game fishes and 
highly pi*ized by blue-water anglers, 
although only occasionally taken around the 
Hawaiian Islands and off Guam and rarely 
taken in American Samoa. It is an open- 
ocean fish and usually solitary. 
Distinguished from all other billfishes by 
the rigid pectoral fin that cannot be folded 

. against the body without brp^king the joint. 
It is also wider and deeper around the 
head than all other billfishes. Caught slow 
• trolling with b^^. fast trolling with lures: 
also drifting an^al anchor with fresh or 
live baits. In Hawaii, the chance of landing 

^ one is best while trolling off the Kona coast 
or off Kauai 
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235. A'U (H). kuroka)iki (H), saula (S), 
blue marlin. Makaxra nigricans 
Lacepede. DISTRIBUTION: Tropical and 
temperate waters of the Indo-Pacific and 
Atlantic oceaits. SIZE. All-tackle record 
(Ritidian Point. Guam) is 1.153 pounds 
(523.0 kg) with a length of 14 feet 8 inches 
(447.1 cm): however, an unofficial catch 
was recorded at over 1.600 pounds (725.8 
kg) from off Oahu. In the Pacific Islands, 
most run about 300 or 400 pounds (l36,l- 
181.4 kg). COLOR: When ahve. Cobalt Jblue 
above and silver below: sometimes with 
pale-blue stripes on sides and b\ue patches 
on .dorsal arca^and tail. Colors fade quickly 
after death and fish becomes ja dark slate 
blue, n Occasionally confused with the 
striped marlin. but distinguished by its 
more robust form and relatively low dorsal 
fih. of which the longest fm rays are 
shorter than the greatest depth of the body. 
Differs from the black marhn in that the 
pectoral fin can be folded flush to the sides 
of the body. The blue marlin is the most 

' tropical of marlins. usually occurring in 
water 70° to 88°F.^ It is the leading big 
game fish in the centfal Pacific and the 

' most abundant sport-caught marlin in 
Flawaiu Ame,r*efnr Samoa, and Guam^ This 
extremely pow)E3rful and fast-swimminfl fish 
feeds mainly on members of the tuna 
family, particularly the skipjack tunaVr 
aku. jGccursv year-round throughout thX 
islands covered here, and in Hawaii is most 
abundant during the summ^. Sport fishing 
boats troll over bank areas looking for signs 
of /Schooling baitfish upon which, marlin 
feed, or troll ovef offshore ledges where the 
bottom drops precipitously from 100 to 
1.000 fathoms (182.9-1.828.8 m) or more 
Trolhng with large Hawaiian lures or' 
"konaheads" is especially .productive, 
although hve. cut. and artificial baits also 
are used 




132 



236 A'U. (H). naraigi (H). makdjiki (H). 
striped marlin. Tetrapfurus cfudax 
(Phihppi) DISTRIBUTION. Temperate and 
tropical waters of the Indo-Pacific. SIZE: 
All-tarkle record (Cape Brett. ..New 
Zealand) is 415 pounds (188.2 kg) with a 



length of 11 fe^ (335.4 cm). Hawaiian**^ 
striped marhn may reach up to 150 pounds 
(68.0 kg), but rarely over 100 pounds (45.4 
kg), usually about -80 to 90 pounds ^36.3-40:8'- 
kg). COLOR: Royal^H^ue above, ^silvery 
below; lavender^r palt^Wue stripes;^ dorsal 
and anal fins cobalt blue.\These colors are 
most vivid when the fish is striking or 
fighting th& hook. □ Of the island groups 
disq^ssed herQ. this species occurs only in 
Hawaii, where it is relatively common and 
the leading billfish taken commercially. It is 
not. however, caught by spoft anglers in 
as many numbers as the blu6 marlin, 
probably because most rec^ationat fishing 
for billfish in Hawaii occurs during the 
summer, a time of year when striped marHn 
are least abundant according to com- 
mercial ' catch ^ecojds (sjriped marhn 
catches tend to peak in spring a^d fall with 
few taicen during the summer:^ the largest 
fish are taken in th^ fall). It is a beautiful 
fish and the most acrobatic of the marlins. 
often making breathtaking leap's into the air 
in its struggle to free itself frem ^he hook. 
Usually caught slow trolling, with live*baits. 
It is more slender than the blue or. hefty - 
black marhn and is distingirfshed by the , 
higl\ pointed dorsal fin. the first rays ok^ 
which are higher than the greatest depth of 
the body, and a greater number of stripes 
on the body than the blue tnarHn. A*high- 
priced food fish in Hawgii, popular for 
sashjmi and smoked. f 

SCORPAENlbAE: SCORPIONHSHES 




237. ' NOHU (H). noh/ orr^akaha (H), 
"scorpionfislt. S^orpaenopsis cacopsis 
Jenkins. DISTI^IBUTION:. Hawaiian 
Islands. SIZE: Up to at least 20 inches (51 
cm). COLOR; Mottled reddish. □ the.nohji 
is usually found on tlj^e outer edges of reefs 
in water over 20 feet [6^1 m)'deep. This fish 
lives on the bottom where it blends in 
remarkably* wall* With its surroundings, 
often making short lunges ,to^ capture un- 
suspecting ptey. Although it resembles the 
highly venomous stonefish of the trapicaL' 
Pacific, there have ""been no' reports of 
injuries from being spined by the nohu. 
Tiiken handlininc {uid by spearing, also ip 
traps. Highly regahara as a food fish. , 
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GJgssary of Terms 



^ocean bottom begins 
"^descent to the deep 



A-FRAME NET A one-man net fitted on 
a 6-foot long 'A' frame, used to capture 
smelt (family Osmeridae) as the fish 
come inshore to spawn<4n the surf. The 
net is held near the pointed end of the 
"A" and planted down barrieflilce in 
the surf, facing the beach. The, fish are 
caught as they ride the backwash out 
to sea and are shoveled into the wide 
end of the net. then shaken back into a 
^ sack at thd pointed end. (See also 
SURF NETHNG.) 

ANADROMOUS Refers to fishes that 
spend most of their lives in salt and 
^ brackish waters but ascend rivers to 
spawn in fresh or nearly fresh water. 

BOTTOMFISHING Fishing a bait or lure 
on or Pear the bottom from an an- 
chored or drifti/ig vessel. The bait is 
usually weighted and allowed to 
remain statondry until a fisi^/bites or 
the angler retrieves it. 

CASTING Thrt^wing forth a bait or lure. 

letting out line at each throw and then 

retrieving it. The bait also can »be 
allowed to sink tq the bottom or drift 
with the current. 

CAST NET A one-man circular net 
weighted at the rim with small sinkers 
and designed to be flung over the 
water so that it falls face down or 
dishlike over schools of fishes, en- 
trapping them as it sinks to the bottom. 
Also called throw net and hand casting 
net. 

CHARTER BOAT A fishing boat hired 
for the ^fclusive use of one or more 
anglers, usually for a particular type of 
fishing. Tackle and bait usually are 
furnished. 

CHUMMING A means of attracting fish 
to the hook by throwing whole or 
chopped fish or shellfish into the 
water. Oily fish usually make the best 
chum. In some areas bread crumbs 
and corn meal are also used as chum. 
Live bait chumming is allowed jn some 
areas, prohibited in others. 
CIGUATERA An illness with symptoms 
such as diarrhea anc^paralysis caused 
by eating certain fishes living in 
tropical and subtropical regions, 
usually, where coral reefs are well 
developed. It is seldom fatal. 
COASTAL Refers to marine fishes 
which spend much of their lives within 
a few miles of shore. 
CONTINENTAL SHELF A submarine 
nlain extending out from shore to a 
lepth>,of 100 fathomd (183 meters). 
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beyond which the 
a relatively rapra 
ocean floor. { 

CRAB RING A crVb trap made of coarse 
mesh webbing attached to t>vo iron 
hoops, designed to lie flat on the ^ 
bottom but form a basket when raised. 
A bag of small mesh netting containing 
bait (scrap fish or shellfish) is secured 
to the center of the smaller inner ring 
to attract the crab and keep it oc- 
cupied while the trap is pulled out of 
the water. Popularly used for market 
(Dungeness) and h»<jc crab along the 
coast from central Cahfornia north to 
Oregon and Washington 

DIP NET A conical small-mesh net 
attached to a rigid frame on a long 
handle and used to catch fish and 
other marine animals. Also called a 
hand net or scoop net, 

DRffT FISHING Trailing a weighted or 
unweighted line with hve or dead baits 
behind a drifting boat. Artificial lures 
are sometimes used, particularly when 
"Jiggmg." 

ESTUARY A partially enclosed body of 
water having a free connection with 
the open sea: within it saltwater and 
freshwater mix. 

FEEDER SALMON • A term usually 
applied to smaller, sexually immature 
salmon that concentrate in an area to 
feed, opposed to large, mature salmon 
that move into an area prior to 
spawning. 

FISH TRAP A portable trap for fish and 
shellfish usually made of wire mesh 
fitted over a rigid frame with an 
opening on one side. Like all traps it is 
designed so that entry is easier than 
exit.. In the tropical islands fish traps 
are commonly used to capture a 
variety of reef animals. 

GILL NET A 'curtainlike net suspended 
in the water with mesh openings large 
enough to permit only the heads of the__, 
fish to 'pass through, ensnaring thepi 
around the gills when they attempfto 
escape. 

GILL RAKERS Bony, fingerlike projec- 
tions* on the gill arches, located under* 
neatV the gill cover or operculum oT 
boay fishes. 

HANDLlS[5iG Angling with a fishing 
line held in the hand, without nsatiQ a 
rod or reel. 

INLET A narrow passage of water 
connecting theTopen sea with protected 
coastal and inland water. 

}ACK SALMON A term applied to small, 
but sexually precooious male salmon 
(chinook or coho) capable of sp^^ing 
at 2 years of age. Most male chinook 
and coho mature a year or more later. 



JETTY FISHING Fishing from any man- 
made structure constructed of rock or 
^ stone or the like» which projects out 
into the sea or other body of water, 

}IG An artificial lure made to simulate«>^ 
live bait. It is usually made with a lead 
head cast ory a single hook and is 
heavier than most other lures. 

JIGGING Manipulating a jig to imitate a 
iive bait, thus attracting the fish to the 
hook. The jig can be lowered vertically 
or cast some distrance away, then 
jerked upward a short distance. 
Immediately after this upward jerk the 
lure is allowed to sink back. This " 
procedure is repeated until a fish is 
hooked, which is usually on the rise of 
fhe jig, 

. LURE An artificial bait. 

MOOCHING A method of salmon fishing 
from a drifting or propelled boat. The 
bait is simk deep with a heavy sinker 
then brought upward at an angle as 
the boat is maneuvered forward a few 
yards or the line retrieved. The bait is 
tht^n allowed to sink once, again to th^' 
bottom and the procedure repeated.' 
Usually whole or cut herring is used ,v 
and ^gged so that it has a spinning 
action,^in the water. 

ORIGIN OF FIN The anterior end of the 
base of ^ fm, 

PARTY BOAT A fishing boat carryjjig. 
large groups of anglers for a fee and 
operating on a scheduled basis. Space 
on the hokx- is sold to the general 
public until either the boat is filled to 
^ capacity or the scheduled saihng time 
is feached. The captain usually 
determined the type of fishing and area 
^ to be fished.^and the fee usually in- 

^ eludes bait hut not tackle, 

PELAGIC SpoCen of fish and other sea 
animals that are more^ or less in- 
dependent of the bottom. They are 
characteristically active swimmers. ' 
spending much of their time in mid- 
water or near the ^rface. 

PIER FISHING FishinHCfiin^y private 
or public structure set on pilings that 
extends over a body of water. 

PLANKTON A collective term applied 
chiefly to all those minute and ex- 
tremely diverse forms ,of plants and 
animals that drift with the currents. 

PLUG A nonspecific term for any ar- 
tificial lure having a dlsttnct ''body" 
made of wood or plastic and having 
one or more sets of single, double, or 
treble hooks attached. Most plugs are 

" ' designed to ,^obble .or create a com- 
^Sp motion in the water when ^retrieved. 

POKE-POLING A unique method of 
rocky-shore fishing for blennies and 
other crevice-seeking animals that 
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inhabit deep tide pools along the 
Pacific coast mainland. Thi? gear is 
essentially homemade. A long bamboo 
pole 6{ about 9 to 12 feet i§ fitted with 
a semiflexible wire tip to which a 
nylon-cord leader and hook are at- 
tached. The bait* usually mussel or 
shrimp, IS "poked" into crevices under 
and between large boulders m roi.ky- 
surge areas at low tide, then retrieved 
quickly after the first sharp tUg of a 
fish. 

POPPER A lightweight artificial lure 
made of cork or phistic having a 
cqncave face that produces a poppitig 
sound when twitchecy on the water's 
' surface. Aitracts fish by the commotion 
it causes in the water, 

SCUTE ' A modified fish scale formed 
into on external bony or horny plate. 

SKIFF FISHING Recreational fishmg 
from a relatively small private or 
rented boat that does not carry any 
paying passengers. 

SPINNER An artificial lure with metal 
or plastic blades that whirl on a shaft 
or a swivel as the lure is retrieved. 
Attracts fish by the commotion it 
causes as well as by its flash. 

SPINNING A method of rod-and-reel 
fishing distinguished by the use of a 
fixed-spool reel or "spinnmg** reel. 
When 'casting, the line slips off the end 
of the reel spQol, which does not 
revolve as does a conventional bait- 
casting reel spool. Spinning gear makes 
it easier to cast very light lures and 



avoid backlashes in the line. 

SPOON An artificial lure with a c?Urved 
or dished out body that wobbles but 
does not revolve Attracts fish by its 
movements as well as color. 

STILL FISHING Fishing natural baits 
from shore, pier, or anchored boat. 
Usually the bait is fished on or near 
the bottom, although sometime^ held off. 
the bottom with a float. 

SQUIDDING Casting metal lures called 
"squids" into the surf. This term is 
also used^in Hawaii to describe fishing 
for octopus, called "squid** by island- 
ers. When **squidding/* one walks out 
across the reef armed with a spear, 
looking for octopus with the aid of a 
glass-bottomed box. Lights are used 
when fishing at night for **night squid.** 

SURF FISHING tasting a bait or lure 
along sandy beaches for fishes that 
frequent the surf zone.* A long flexible 
rod IS usually used to help hurl the bait 
a maximum distance and to hold the^ 
^ line high enough to clear the breakers. 
Also called surf casting. 

SURF NETTING . A unique ty^e of Pacific 
coast fishing using special one- or two- 
man nets" to catch smelt along sandy 
beaches. (See also A-FRAME NET.) 

^ Generally, there are two separate 
fisheries— one during the daylight 
hours for (^y or surf smelt, and the 
other at nigfit (and often on the same 
beaches) for night sn^lt. The fish are 
strained from recedml^ breakers as 
they come into shallow water to 



spawn, usually a few hours just before ' 
and after high tide. ^•^-^ 
SURROUND NET A beach seine, 
typically a long net having floats along 
the upper edge and weights along the 
bottom, used to capture an assortment 
of fishes in shaU^ protected water. 
The net is held in place on the shora at 
one end while the other end is pulled • 
out around the fis'h to another point 
^ farther down the shore line. The net is^ " 
then pulled slowly to the beach en- 
closing the fish 'in a decreasing 
semicircle. In Hawaii, lal'ge-group 
surround net fishing is called 
"hukilau.*" 

SPEAR FISHING Impaling fish with a 
spear from either above or below the 
water*s surface. 
TORCH FISHING Locating or attracting 
marine animals at nig)it v^h a light 
held above the surface of the water. 
Torch fishing usually takes place on 
calm dark nights qjiiff shallow reefs at 
low tide, and when the animal is 
located, it is either speared or netted. 
TROLLING Trailing artificial or natural 
ytaits behind a moving boat. The bait^ 
can be made to skip along the surface 
. / or trailed below at any depth to just 
I above the bottom. A bait or lure trailed^ 
I behind an angler walking along a pier, 
bridge, or breakwater is also called 
trolling. 

WATER, COLUMN Spoken of the water 
from the surface to the bottom at a 
given point. 
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Index to Common 
Names Fishes 



The following is on aibhobeticoJ listing of 
\ common fish names used by 
ars who fish olong the Poci/ic 
fjund the Poci/ic Jslonds Mony 
fion orises when one common 
such OS "sbopper" or "boss" 
to more thon one species, or when 
more thon one nome is used /o^the some 
species dependmg upon the geogrophicol 
orea /ished and sometimes even the >size of 
the fish itself. The purpose of this index is 
to help locate in/ormotion on the fish ■ 
described in the Mqrine Gome Fish section 
' The numbers m this index ore not> poge 
numbers.-^ey reJUc to the porogroph num- 
bers preceding eoch species description 
on thfe two fish lists. 



A 

'a'ala'ihi 214 
aaga 213 
"a'awa 210 
achuman 17^ 
afolu 201 
agua 158 
aguas 218 
'aha'aha 160 
ahi 227 
aholehole 167 
aji 174 
aku 2^9 
fficule 174 
'alalaua 1 
albacore 71 

false 228 
Allison tuna 72 
alu 220 
'ama'ama 218 
amberjack ^ 

for yeUowtai! 37 
greater 172 
anchovy, northern 147 
asi 227 
aso'am^ 185 
ata'ata 164 
Atka mackerel 113 
atu 229 '1 
atulai 174 
atule 174 
a'u 232, 234-236 
a'u-!epA 233 
nu/Q 158 

wa 156 * 
iua 156 




'aweoweo 169 



\ 
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B 

barberpole 

for flag rockfish 107 

for treefish 106 
barrachontt 95 
barracuda . 

• ' California 69 

-great 220 

Japanese 220 

Pacific 69 , ^ 

barred surfperch 51 
barred sand bass 3 
barry 69 
bashokajiki 233 
bass ^ - ^ ^ 

barred s^nd 3^ 
bigeye 150 • 
black 

for black croaker 47 
far black rockfish 80 

black sea 32 

blue 

for black croaker 47 

for opaleye 49 
bull 33 
calico 33 
giant sea 32 
ground 35 
kelp 33 
mountain 167 
rock 31 ^ 
sand 35 
spotted sand 34 
^ striped 31 

sugar i 

for barred sand Glass 35 

for olive rockfish 82 
bass rockfish 

* for black rockfish 80 
for olive rockfish 82 

bat ray 9 
bay perch 
bigeye bass 150 
bigeye. red 169 
bigeye rockfish 105 
bigeye scad 174 
' big skate 140 
billfish 

see marlin. swordfish. sailfish 
black bass 

for black croaker 47 

for black rockfish 80 
bleckcod 109 
JbldcLcxoaker- 47 
black marlin 234 
blackmouth 12 
black perch i 

for black surfperch 55 

for opaleye 49 
black rockfish 80 
black sea bass 32 , * 
•black skipjack tuna 228 
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X 

blacksmith, 151 

for opaleye 49 
black snapper 80 
blackspot wrasse 210 
black surfperch 55 
black ulua 180 
36 
70 



^^throat trout 
keye salmon 
15 



17 
15 
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bLanqhillo* 
blenny del 
bluebackX 
/or cu 
/or so^ 
blueback salmon 
blue bass 

for black croaker 
» for opaleye 49 
blue cod 

/orcabezon 116 
for sablefish 109 
blud crovally 178 
blue-eye perch 49 
bluefin tuna 73 
bluefish 

/or blue rockfish 70 
bluelined snapper 194 
blue marlin 235 
blue perch 

/or blue rockfish 79 
for halfmoon 48 ^ 
blue rockfish 79 
blue shark 3 *. 
blue spotted grouper 162 
blue ulua 178 
bocdccio ' 97 
boca dulce 221 t 
bocalao 112 
bolina 89 \ 
bonefish 157 ^ 
bonehead 74 
bonito. Pacific 74 
foi aku 229 
/or kawakawa 228 
bonito shark 2 
borracho 05 
broadbill 76, 232 
broadfin flounder 128 
brown Irish lord 119 
brown rockfish 89 

/or quillback rockfish 
brown smoothhound 4 
bua 195 * 
buffalo cod .-112 
buffalo sculpin 120 
bull bass 33 
bull cod 116 
bullfish ai6 
bullhead 

for cabezon 116 
7or Pacific staghorn sculpin 
bull trout 19 
butterfish 

/or Pacific pom pa no 78 
for sablefish 109 
buttersol^ 135 
button perch 49 



90 



J 



118 



132 



c§be/on 116 
calico bass 33 
calico rockfish 87 
calico surfperch 52 
California barracuda 69 
California corbina 43 
California grunion 30 
California halibut 121 
California lizardfish 148 
California moray 144 
California sporpioftfish 108 
California shee^yRoad 66 
California skate "141 
California whiting 43^ 
canary rockfish 9^/ 
candlefish 22 
cardinalfishes^ 171 
Catalina croaker 42 
Catalina perch 



:/or halfmoon 48 



49 
41 



86 
12 
75 



^/or opaloye 

Cktaiina salmon 

tat shark 6 

cefalutano 86 

char. Oregon 19 

chofra , 104 

cherna 80 
^cherne 85 

chilipepper 96 

China croaker 

/or black croaker 
/orsargo 40 

Chinafish 100 

China rockfish 

Chinook salmon 

chub mackerel 

chub, sea 206 

chucklehead 103 

chum salmon 16 

C-0 sole 134 / 

coal cod 109 

codalargo 98 

cod 

black 
> /or sable fish 

Yor cabezon 
/or sable fish 

buffalo 112 

bull 116 

coal 109 

cultus 112 

green 112 

.fohnny 96 

Pacific 25 

true 25, 
coho salmon 1 3 
Columl)ia river trout 
convictfish 

/or flag rockfist) 

/or treefish 106 
convict tang 222 
copper rockfish 81 
corbina. California 
corsair 101 
corvina 43 
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109 

116 
109 



17 



107 



43 



104" 



104 



178 



cowcod 
cowfish 104 
cow rockfish 
crevalle 177 
crevally. hue 
jack 177 
thread 175 
croaker 

black 47 
Catalina 42 
china ' • 
/or black croaker 
tor sargo 40 
^ .den 44 
ERJC>tfin 44 
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white ^5^ 

yeUow||lf^2 

/or white seobass 41 
cultus dbd jHz 
curlfin sole? 132 
'cutthroat trout (soy-run) 17 



day smelt 20 
diamondback 124 
diamond turbot 125 
dodo 208 
dogfish, spiny 139 
dog salmon 16 
dogtooth tuna 230 
DoHy 19 
Dolly Varden 19 
dolphin 39, 183-184 
dolphin, pompano 184 
dorado 39 
Dover sole 1 37 
dude 101 
dusky rockfish 92 

• E 
ea^le rays 9 
eel 

blenny 70 
California moray ^144 
monkeyface 70 

/or monkeyface prickleback 70 
(Pacific Islands) 159 
ehu 191 
English sole U9 
iachon 22 * ^ ^ 



■I 



fafaet 198 
fall salmon 16 
false aibacore ^28 
false mullet 219 
fantail 98 
fathead 66 
feloitega 196 ^ 
filfcme 98 
filoa 199 
flag rockfish 107 
flesh-colored rockfish 93 
flounders, lefteye 121.122 
flounders, righteye 123-137 
flounder, broadfin 128 

fringe 130 ^ 

pointed-nose 129 - 

roundnose 127 
^ starry 124 

se&aiso sole, turbot. hahbut« sanddab 
fo 171^ 
fox shark \ 
fringed greenling 111 
fringe flounder 130 ^ 
fringehead* onespot 153 
funai 194 

^ G 

gadao 162.163.165.166 ^ 
gallo 104 

garrupa 83 ♦ . 

gatala yj3. 165. 166 " 
gatala moana 162 '/ 
genuine red 95 
gialoto 65 

giant kelpfish 152 ^ 

giant sea bass 32 

gindai 193 \ * 

giolo 85 

goatfish(es) 201-205 ' 
red 202 
spot 201 
golden croaker 44 
gopher 86 
gopher rockfish 



93 

for kelp rockfish 83 
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gra^rockfish 84 
gray re^f shark 154 
grajt shark 154 
gray smoothhound 5 
gray snapper 185 , , 
great barracuda 220 
greater ambe^wck 172 
.greenbacks 75^^^ 
greefi cod 112 
greenlingt fringed 
kelp 110 
painted 115 
red 111 ' 
'rock 111 
, whitespotted 
greenling seatrout 
green parrotfish 
green snapper 
/or filoa 199 
/or yellowtail rockfish 85 
greenspotted rockfish %103 < 
greenstriped rockfish 102 « 
green sturgeon 11 ^ 
ground bass 35 
grouper (s) 16^-166 
rblue spf#ed 162 



111 



114 
110 
215^ 



&nion, Ca^fornia 
guili ^ 206 
guitarfish(es) 7. 8 



30 




210?^ 



H 

hagi 182 
hahalalu 174 
hake. Pacific- 27 
hafalu f74 
halfmoon 48 
halibut. California 121 
northeip 123 
Pacific 123 ^ 
southern 121 ^ 
hammerhead/scalloped 155 
Hawaiian salmon 181 
hawkfish. spotted 209 ^ 
herring. P flpt fic 145 
for ({u§enfish 46 
hinalea 213' 
for *a*awa 
alea lauwili 214 
hiling 174 
hollVwood*'i07. 

gan 22^ 
hornyhead turbot \fB 
horse mackerel 3% ^ 
hoshi ulua 178 ^* 
houndfish 160 
humpback parrptfish 217 
humpback salmon 14 
humpy 66 



I 

i*a manaia 166 
i*a sina 20J 
MliMlia segi 225 
illioli 178 
Irish lord, red 117 

brown 119 
ise 160 



I 



jack(s) 37. 38. 173-182 
spotted 178 
§tar 178 
jack crevally 177 
jack mackerel 38 
jacksmqlt 28 
Japanese barracuda^ 220 
johnnies 96 
johnny cod 96 
juarel 37 
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kagami ulua 175 
kaliala 172 « 
kakaka 196 
kaku 220 
kala 225 
kalikali 189 
pink 189 
yellowtail 187 
/kftiianu 181 
^^i^Wa\ea 220 
k^akawa 228 
keeltail needlefish 160 
kelp bass 33 *^ 
kelpfish. giant 152 

/or kelp greenling 110 
kelp greenling 110 
kelp rockfish 83 

for grass rockfish 84 
kel^ salmon 82 
kelp^surfporch 62 
kolp yellowtail 82 
kicho 222 
kiluus 155 
king 1 2 
kingfish 45 
king salmon 1 2 
kumu 204 ' y * 

kupipi 208 
kurokajiki 235 

L . ^ 

jladyfish 1 56 
"Tae 182 

lai 182 

lansi 171 

leatherback 182 

leather jackets 182 

lehi 192 

lemon sole 129 

leopard shark 6 

liguan 218 

hhlok 199 

hng 112 ' 

hngcod 112 

little, mahimahi 184 

little tunny 228 

lizardfish. California 148 

loaha 200 

iohgfm smqlt 23 

longftn sole 131 ^ 

longfin tuna 71 

longnose skate 142 

lupo. see jacks. 177-180 

M 

^ ma'au 174 
mackerel 

/\tka 113 
chub 75 
horse 38 
•jack 38 . . 
Pacific 75 
Spanish y^^^\ 

for jack macleifil 38 
st'nped 75 
/or akule 174 
/or sable fish 109 
mackerel scad 173 
mahimahi 39. 183 
little 184 . 
makajiki 236 
mako. shortfin 2 
malh*i 198 
malau 161 - 
malauli 178 
malie 154 
malma trout 19 
malu 203 
T|" gas 169 
- mu 200 
207 



149 
149 



manaloa 206 
manini 222 
maiio 1 54 
mano kihikihi 155 
maomao 207 
marbled sculpin 116 
marhn 

black *234 
blue 235 
striped 77, 236 
masifnasi 183L 
matai'taliga 155 
matanhagon 200 
mata-pula 169 
mekajiki 232 
mempachi ulua 179 
menpachi 161 
midshipman 

northern 
> plainfin 
^ilkfish 158 
moano 205 
moi 221 
moi-li'i 221 
monkey face ee! 70 
monkeyface prickleback 70 
moonlight Annie '*171 
moonlight fish 171 
moray 

California 144 

(Pacific Islands) 159 
mottled sanddab 122 ' 
mountain bass 167 
mu ^ 

for Luijonus bohar 197 

far Monotaxis grandoculus 
mullet 218 

false 219 

sfriped 218 
mumu moaga 200 

N 

naraigi 236 
needlefishfes} 160 
keeltail. 160 
• nenile 206 
nenue parii 206 
nero 80 
night smelt 21 
nohu 237 
uohu amakaha 237 
northern anchovy ^147 
northern halibut 123 
northern midshipman 149 

0 

oama 201 
ocean whitefish 36 
o'lo 157 

ohveback rockfish 105 
ohve rockfish 82 ' ' 

^»/omaka 176 * 
'omilu 178 
'omilumilu 178 
onaga 190 

onespot fringehead 153 
ono 2dl 
'o'opu-kai 209 
'opakapaka 186 

yelloweye 188 
opaleye 49 
'opelu 173 
'opelu-mama 173 
orange rockfish - 98 
orange- spot ted rockfish 90 
Oregon char 19 
oshi 178 
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Pa(;ific barracuda 69 
Pacific bom to 74 
-l^ific cod 25 



Pacific hake 27 
Pacific hahbut 123 
Pacific herring 145 
Pacific mackerel 75 
Pacific pompano 78 
Pacific sanddab; 122 ' 
Pacific sardine 146 
Pacific staghorf^'^Sculpiii 118 
Pacific sturgeon 10 
Pacific threadfin 221 a 
Pacific tomcod 26 
painted greenling 115 
paka. pink 186 
pake 'awa 156 
pake ulua 179 
palani 224 
palu 190 

papio, see )acks, 177-180 
parrotfish. green 215 

humpback 217 
pa'u'u 177 
perch 

bay 55 

black 

for black surfperch 55 
for opaleye 49 
blue' 

^ for blue rockfish 79 
for halfmoon 48 
blue-eye 49 
button 49 
Catalina 
for halfmoon 48 
for opaleye 49 
silver 
/or aholehole 167 
' silver surjp^rch,^4 
see ?tffiD surfperch (es) 
pet rale sole^l27 
pile surfperch >§8 
pink kalikah ' 1 
pink paka 186 
pink salmon 1 
pink*snapper l]B6 
pink surfperch/ 6 5 
plainfin mi3STtipman 149 
pointed-nose flounder 129 
pompano dolfin 184 
pompano. Pacific 78 
po'o-pa'a "209 
* po'ou 211 « 
popeye rockfish 105 
^porgy 50 
"potbelly 99 " 
pricWeback. monkeyface 70 
priestfish 79 
pualu 223 
puhi 1 59 
puhr-paka 159 
pulus 1 60 
pusi 1 59 



queenfish 46 
quillback rockfish 90 
Quinnat salmon 12 

R 

rabbitfish 226 
rainbow runner 181 
rainbow surfperch ^60 
rainbow trout , (sea-run) 18 
rasher 95 ^ 
ra^phead rackfish 99 
ray. bat 9 

redbanded rockfish 107 
red bigeye 169 
redfish 66 
red goatfish 

for kumu 204 
X for weke-*ula 202 



i3y 



red groenling \\\ 
red Irish lord 117 
, red-margined sea perch 1 95 
red rock cod (see rockfishes, reft) 
red salmon 15 
red snapper 

for mala*i 198 
* for onaga 190 

for verrailion rockfish 95 
\ for yelloweye rockfisK 99 
for canary rockfish 98 
redtail surfperch 50 
red-spotted trout 19 
red weke 202 
rein a 102 
rex sole 
rock bass 

/or striped bass 31 
rock cod (see rockfishes) 
rockfish(es) 79-106 
barberpole 107 

for treefish 106 
bass 

for olive rockfish 82 
• for black rockfish 80 
bijgeye 105 
black 80 
blue 79 

bocaccio •'97 "* 
brown 89 

for quillback rockfish 90 
calico 87 
canary 98 
chilipepper 96 
*china 86 
0 copper 81 
cow 104 
dusky 92 
flag 107 
^ -flesh-colored 93 
gopher 93^ ' 

/or kelp rockfish 83 
grass 84 
greenspotted 103 
greenstriped 102 
hollywood 107 
kelp 83 

for grass rockfish 84 
olive 82 
oliveback 105 
orange 98 
orange-spotted 90 
popeye 105 ' # 
quillback 90 
rasphead 99 
red 

for canary rockfish 98 
for vermiliono'ockfish 95 
for yelloweye rockfish 99 
redbanded ^107^ 
rosy 101 
silvergray 91 
emallmouth 94 
. Spanish flag ' 107 
speckled 90 
spotted 100 
squarcspot 94 
starry lOO 
. stripetail" 105 
turkey-red 99 
vermilion 95 
' widow 88 
. whitebelly 81 
yellow-backed 90 
yelloweye 99 
yellowtail 8S^ 
rock greenling 111 
rock sole 128 
rock trout 110 
rock wrasse 67 
"7^ ^62 
r 45 



roosterfish 

for cow rockfish 
rosy rockfish 101 
roundnose flounder 
round stingray 143 
rubberhp surfperch 
rudder fish 206 
runnel rainbow 181 

for lae 182 



sablefish 109 
saddle wrasse 214 
sailfish 233 
salema 150 
salmon, blackmouth 

blueback 15 

Catalina 41 

Chinook 12 

chum 16 

coho 13 

dog 16 

fall • 16 

Hawaiian 181 

humpback 14 

king 12' 
, pink 14 

Quinnat 12 

red 15 

silver 13 

sockeye 15 

spring 12 

tyee 12 

white 37 
salmonete 201 
salmonetejacho 203 
salmonete manining 
salmon grouper 97 
salmon trout 
. . for coho salmon 

for Dolly Varden 



104 



127 



57 



1-2 
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for steelhead (rainbow trout) 18 
sand bass 35 7 
spotted 34 
barred! 35 ^ 
sanddab / 

> mottled 122 * , 
Pacific 122 
sand shark 154 / 
sand sole 130 
Santa Maria 103 
sapatu 220 
sardine. Papific 146 
sai^o 40 ' 
sasag 161 
sasele ' 168 
saula 235 
saula-lele 233 
saurel 38 ^ . 

savani 194 

scacciatale 101 ^ ^ 
scad 

O bigeye 174 

Imackerel 173 
scaleless tuna 23Q 
scalloped hammerhead 155 
scon)oda 84 
scoQter^69 
scorpionfish 237 

^ Qplifomia 108 
scratch-tail 101 
sculpin 

buffalo 120 
marbled 116 
Pacific staghorn 118 
, smooth 118 ^ 
for CaHfornia scorpionfish 108 
seabass 

whi,te 41 
see also bass 
chub 48-49. 206 

. rl38 



4 sea p^rch 

im^ ^^^red margined 195 

H^yellow-and-blue 194 
see also surfperch(es) 

sea-run cutthroat trout 17 

sea-run rainbow trout ' 18 

seat rout 

for cutthroat, trout 17 

/or Dolly Varcfen 19 

for greenling 1 10 * ^ 

for steelhead 18 

for white seabass 41 

senorita 68 

Serena 102 

sergeant inajor 208 

sesjun 226 

shark 

blue 3 ^ 
bonito 2 

brown smoothhound 4 

cat 6, t38 

fox 1 

grdy 154 

gray reef 154 

gray smoothh6und 5 

leopard 6 

sand 154 

scalloped hammerhead 155 
shortfin mako 2 
■^shovelnQSfe 7 
swell 138 

swiveltail 1 , 

thresher 1 

whaler 154 
sharpnose surfperch 64 
sheephead, California 66 
shiner surfperch 6i 
shiner, yellow 61 
shirokajiki 234 
shoflies 107 
shortfin mako 2 
shovelnose guitarfish 7 
shovelnose shark 7 
silvergray rockfish 91 
silver perch 
* /oraholehole 167 

for silver surfperch 54 
silver salmon 13 
- silver sides 

for coho salmon 13 * 

for rainbow trout (steelhead) 

see also smeh(s) 
silver smelt ^ 20 
silver surfperch 54 
skate 

big 140 

California 141 ^ 
longnose 142 
skil 109 

skipjack tuna 229 

black 228 
' slender sole 136 

smallmouth rockfish 94 
smelt(s) 20-24 

day 20 

longfin 23 
^ night 21 

silver 20 

surf 20 

whitebait 24 

for eulachon 22 

for jacksmelt 28 

for topsmelt 29 
smooth sculpin 118. 
snAppar(s) 185-198 

bfeck 

for black rockfish 80 
blue-lined 194 
gray 185 
green 

for filoa 199 

for yellowtail roc^fisTi 85 




18 



pink 186 
red 

/or canary' rdckfish 98 

/ormala'i 198 / 

/or onaga 190 

/or verinilion rockfish 95 

/or yelloweye rockfish 99 
yellow 

/or canary rockfish 98 
see also rockfish (es) 
sockeye sahnon 15 
sole . 

butter 135 ' 
C-O 134 
curlfin 132 
Dover 137 
English 129 
lemon 1 29 
longfin 13% 

petrale 127 * 

rex 131 N 

rock 128 

sand 13il 

slender 136 
southern hal^ut 121 
Spanish flag 107 
Spanish mackerel 

/or jack mackerel 38 
*^speckled rockfish 90 
spiny dogfish 139 
spotfin croaker 44 
spotfin surfpe^ch 63 
spot goatfish 201 
spotted hawkfish 209 
spotted jack 178 * 
spotted rockfish 100 
spotted sand bass 34 
spotted turbot 133 
spot weke 201 
spot wrasse 210 
spring sahnon 12 
*squarespot rockfish 94 
squirrelfish(es) 161 
staghorn sculpin. Pacific 118 
star jack 178 
starry flounder 
starry rockfish 
steelhead 18 
•stingray, round 
strawberry rock cod 
striped bass 31 
striped mackerel 75 
striped marlin 77. 236 
striped mullet 218 
stri^tea surf perch 56 
striper 3l 

stripetail'roqkfish 105 
sturgeon 



V 



124< 
100 

143 



102 



green 11 

Pacific 10 ^ 

whi^e 10 
sugar bass 

/or barred sand bass 

for olive rockfish 82 
surf fish 

/or California corbina 

/or smelt 20, 21 . 
surfperch 

barred 51 
. black 55 

calico 52 

kelp 62 

pile ^58 

pink 65 

rainbow 60 

redtail 50 ^ 

rubberlip 57 

sharpnose 64 - 

shiner'* 61 

silver 54 



35 



43^ 



spotfin 63 
, striped 56 

walleye 53 

white 59 
surf smelt 20 
surgeonfish(es) Ill-lib 
swell shark 138 
swiveltail 1 
swordfish 76, 232 

T 

ta*ape 194 
tagi 230 
tagafi 197 
taiva uli'uli 196" • 
tambor 99 
tang, convict 222 
tangisun 212 
tanifa 154 ^ 
tarakitiyos 177. 178-1&0 

see jacks 
teJrakito .177. 178^80 

see jacks 
tataga 225 
teau 201 
ten-pounder 156 
thornback 8 
thread crevally 175 
threadfin. Pacific 221 
thresher shark 1 
tiger 107 
titugi 1 59* 
toau 195 
tomcod 

Pacific 26 

/or young bocaccio 97 

/or white croaker 45 
topsmelt 29 
tosun 231 
treefish 106 
trout , 

i)lueback 17 

bull 19 

Columbia River 17 
cutthroat (sea-run) 
Doily Varden 19 
malma 19 
rainbow (sea-run) 
red-spotted 19 
rock 110 
salmon « 

/or coho salmon 

/or Dolly Varden 

/or steelhead (rainbow trout) 
steelhead 18 
true cod 25 
tuna 

alba core 71 

Allison 72 

black skipjack 228 

bluefin 73 

dogtooth 230 

longfin 78 

scaleless 230 

skipjack 229 

white 230 

yellowfin 72. 227 
tunny, little 228 
turbot 

, diamond 125 

homyhead 126> 

sifbtted 133' 
turkey-red rockfish 99 
turkey rock 99 
tyee 1 2 



17 



18 



13 • 
19 
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U 

ugupao ^ 
/or palani 
/or pualu 



224 
223 
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uhu 

/or Scarus perspiciiiatus 215 
/or Scarus dubius 216 

uku 185 I 

ula oa 202 

'ula'ula 191 

'ula'ula koae 190 

ulua 

black 180 

blue M78 

hoshi 1 78 

kagami 175 

mempachi 179 

pak^ .179 

white 175 
ulua kihikihi 173 
umatan 168 
^ ume 225 

unicornfish 225 
uouoa 219 
'upapalu 171 
*uu 161 



vava sui 196 
vermilion rockfish 95 
vete 202 
viuva 88 



W 

wahoo 231 

walleye surfperch 53 

weke 

red 202 

spot 201 
weke-'a'a 201 
weke-'ula 202 
whaler 154 
whitebait smelt 24 
whitebelly rockfish 81 
white croaker 45 
whitefish. ocean 36 
white salmoh 37 
white seabass 41 
whitespotted greenling. 114 
whitesurfperch 59 
white sturgeon 10 
white tuna 230 " 
white ulua 175 
whiting f 

for ocean whitefish 36 

/or California corbina 43 
widow rockfish 88. 
wrasse(s) 66-68. 210-214 

blackspot 210 

r'ockN^67 

saddle 214 

spot 210 



yellow-and-blue seaperch 194 
yellow-backed rockfish 90 
yelloweye opakapaka 188 
yelloweye rockfish 99 
yellovyfin croaker 42 
^ yellowfin tuna 72. 227 
yellow shiner 61 
yellow snapper 

for canary rockfish 98 
yellowtail 37 * 
kelp 85 ( 
r for yellowtail rockfish 85 

, yellowtail rockfish 85 ^ 
yellowtail kaiikali 187 



Z 

zebra 75 
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